
From:                                 Caroline Grist
Sent:                                  03 October 2025 17:33:00 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "David Spragg" <david@dsequine.com>
Subject:                             RE: DM/25/0308 & DM/25/0709: Plummerden House, Park Lane, Lindfield
Attachments:                   2025-10-01 - DM/25/0308 - Plummerden House Park Lane Lindfield Haywards 
Heath West Sussex RH16 2QS, 2025.10.01 Re: DM/25/0709 - Plummerden House Park Lane Lindfield 
Haywards Heath West Sussex RH16 2QS

Dear David, 
 
Thank you for the email. 
 
After follows up with Drainage I have now received the attached consultation responses, 
which advise that they require some further information. This is in relation to the surface 
water drainage only and I have attached the full responses to this email which sets this 
out in full. 
 
I am sorry that this has taken so long, but the responses have only been received within 
the last couple of days. 
 
Kind regards, 
Caroline 
 
Caroline Grist 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477333 
Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk  
www.midsussex.gov.uk   

Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
 
From: David Spragg <david@dsequine.com> 
Sent: 24 September 2025 19:06
To: Caroline Grist <Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: DM/25/0308 & DM/25/0709: Plummerden House, Park Lane, Lindfield 
 

Dear Caroline, 

mailto:Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCaroline.Grist%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C2f51587f510c4075614108dd9f46b0fc%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638841848151287541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sYmO161KWHMCBN9whnW8RA2ZrBmARJuGgzu%2BOHxsDvI%3D&reserved=0


 
I hope you are well. 
 
Could you provide me with an update on these two applications. I 
think we have provided all the additional data that you have 
requested but if there is anything else, please let me know. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
David 
 
 
From: Caroline Grist <Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Friday, 15 August 2025 at 17:29
To: David Spragg <david@dsequine.com>
Subject: RE: DM/25/0308 & DM/25/0709: Plummerden House, Park Lane, Lindfield 

Dear David, 
  
Thank you for the email. 
  
No response has been received from our Drainage Engineer and I have followed up on 
this, seeking clarification as to when their comments will be with us. 
  
I note the further information you are seeking to supply for application with the outdoor 
arena as well as the enquiry. I will not issue the pre-application advice before the pump 
track information has been received, in case this may alter the view we provide. 
  
With regards to the woodland proposal, please can you send me a sketch map to 
illustrate what you are proposing so we are clear as to its position etc. It would also be 
helpful if you can confirm the historic map(s) that show it was previously there. 
  
Kind regards, 
Caroline 
  
Caroline Grist 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
  
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477333 
Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk  
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www.midsussex.gov.uk   

Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
  

  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
  
From: David Spragg <david@dsequine.com> 
Sent: 12 August 2025 11:37
To: Caroline Grist <Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: DM/25/0308 & DM/25/0709: Plummerden House, Park Lane, Lindfield 
  

Hi Caroline, 
  
I hope you had a good holiday. 
  
On the additional information regarding the horses, we are just 
pulling together this information for you. 
  
Regarding the Conservation Officers comments on the present 
application for the American Barn and the potential Indoor Arena 
application, I have further consulted our Heritage Consultant, who 
has suggested that we reinstate some of the parkland woodland 
which was removed pre 1965, I understand. This is part of what is 
known as Stroods Wood and would involve the planting of around 
100 native species tree saplings to ensure a good density. This 
would do two things, 1/ reinstate parkland woodland and 2/ 
provide a dense woodland which is what was originally there and 
provide a good screen from Paxhill. 
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Also, on the Outdoor Arena, we are in the process of having a 
photo montage produced of  the view from the Paxhill direction 
and one for the potential Pump Track application as well. 
  
I hope the above will be seen as a benefit towards the 
applications. In the meantime, let me know when you have heard 
from the drainage officer. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
David 

  
  
From: Caroline Grist <Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Friday, 1 August 2025 at 17:58
To: David Spragg <david@dsequine.com>
Subject: DM/25/0308 & DM/25/0709: Plummerden House, Park Lane, Lindfield 

Dear David, 
  
DM/25/0308 & DM/25/0709: Plummerden House, Park Lane, Lindfield 
  
I am writing to provide you with an update on the above planning applications. 
  
Consultation responses have been received from our Conservation Officer, which are 
attached in full for your reference. Comments have not yet been received from our 
Drainage Engineers, however. This matter was followed up on last week and I 
understand has been chased. 
  
Further to the comments that have been received from the Conservation Officer, it 
would be helpful if additional information could be supplied in order to fully understand 
the need for a stable block of this size, with the associated facilities. I appreciate that 
details have been provided in the Design, Planning and Access Statement but this only 
advises that there are currently five horses, as well as the children having ponies. Whilst 
the applicant’s needs are more detailed, it is not clear why an additional five stables 
would be required, presumably, for the children. 
  
Please be advised that I am now on leave until Tuesday 12th August and will follow up 
again with Drainage, on my return, if no response has been received whilst I am away. 
  
Kind regards, 
Caroline 

mailto:Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk
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Caroline Grist 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
  
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477333 
Caroline.Grist@midsussex.gov.uk  
www.midsussex.gov.uk   

Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
  

  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
  
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 
any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments.  
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
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information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 
any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments.  



Dear Caroline, 


 


Thank you for reconsulting the Flood Risk and Drainage Team on the above application. We understand the proposed development is for a replacement of existing building with an estate office/cycle store with workshop and gym and associated works.


 


We have reviewed the Flood Risk and Drainage Report (241875-FRA_DS-LB-RS-01 Rev A   May 2025 by Lanmor Consulting) and we have the following comments: 


 


Food Risk


 


The site lies within Flood Zone 1 (very low fluvial risk, <0.1% AEP).


 


The Risk of Flooding from Surface Water mapping suggests the site is shown to be at very low surface water flood risk (comparable to flood zone 1) for the present day (2025) and within the climate change range of  2040 – 2060.   


 


Surface water drainage 


 


The drainage strategy has utilised infiltration testing, which has been conducted outside of the application boundary, but within the ownership boundary. The results concluded that the ground conditions are clay with a high groundwater table, and are not suitable for infiltration drainage systems at that location. 


 


The applicant is advised that the infiltration testing and resting groundwater monitoring should be undertaken in the location of any proposed infiltration feature (pond). 


 


It is proposed that the development will utilise a rainwater harvesting tank beneath the indoor arena, reused for irrigation (arenas and orchard) for roof run off with an overflow to a large pond south of the site which has been sized at 1m deep with a base area of 400m2 to provide 575m3 of storage.   No further onward discharge has been proposed from the pond.


 


The Flood Risk and Drainage Team also have the following concerns;


 


			The pond is partially located outside of the application boundary. All drainage features need to be located within the application boundary


			The viability of a 1m deep pond given the reported high groundwater levels.


			The strategy does not demonstrate a viable discharge method. At present, the design relies solely on a pond to store a single design rainfall event with no provision for a suitable discharge route (either infiltration to ground or a controlled off-site outfall to an appropriate receiving system). Without a functional discharge mechanism, the current strategy cannot be considered an effective or sustainable surface water management solution.





Foul


 


It is proposed that foul water will be managed via a 52,000-litre cesspit. This approach is acceptable in principle, subject to detailed design.


 


Information into our general requirements for detailed foul water drainage design is included within our ‘General Drainage Information Guide’.  www.midsussex.gov.uk/media/8092/detailed-drainage-design-technical-summary-version-2023-03.pdf.  This level of information will be required to address the recommended drainage condition.


 


To ensure the final drainage design meets with the latest design requirements we would advise the applicant to confirm the design parameters required prior to undertaking detailed design.


 


Upon receipt of the additional information, we will be able to comment further.


 


Receipt of the requested additional information does not mean further information will not be requested, nor does it guarantee that the Flood Risk and Drainage Team will not object to the development. Neither does it prevent the team from recommending a flood risk or drainage condition.


 


Best Wishes


 


Flood Risk and Drainage Team


Estate Services and Building Control 


Mid Sussex District Council


drainage@midsussex.gov.uk


 


 


 




Dear Caroline, 


 


Thank you for reconsulting the Flood Risk and Drainage Team on the above application. We understand the proposed development is for the construction of an American Barn (Stables), a Horse Walker, an Outdoor Arena and a Storage Barn.


 


We have reviewed the Flood Risk and Drainage Report (241875-FRA_DS-LB-RS-01 Rev A   May 2025 by Lanmor Consulting) and we have the following comments: 


 


Food Risk


 


The site lies within Flood Zone 1 (very low fluvial risk, <0.1% AEP).


 


The Risk of Flooding from Surface Water mapping suggests the site is shown to be at very low surface water flood risk (comparable to flood zone 1) for the present day (2025) and within the climate change range of  2040 – 2060.   


 


Surface water drainage 


The drainage strategy has utilised infiltration testing, which has been conducted outside of the application boundary, but within the ownership boundary. The results concluded that the ground conditions are clay with a high groundwater table, and are not suitable for infiltration drainage systems at that location. 


 


The applicant is advised that the infiltration testing and resting groundwater monitoring should be undertaken in the location of any proposed infiltration feature (pond). 


 


It is proposed that the development will utilise a rainwater harvesting tank beneath the indoor arena, reused for irrigation (arenas and orchard) for roof run off with an overflow to a large pond south of the site which has been sized at 1m deep with a base area of 400m2 to provide 575m3 of storage.   No further onward discharge has been proposed from the pond.


 


The Flood Risk and Drainage Team also have the following concerns;


 


			The pond is partially located outside of the application boundary. All drainage features need to be located within the application boundary


			The viability of a 1m deep pond given the reported high groundwater levels.


			The strategy does not demonstrate a viable discharge method. At present, the design relies solely on a pond to store a single design rainfall event with no provision for a suitable discharge route (either infiltration to ground or a controlled off-site outfall to an appropriate receiving system). Without a functional discharge mechanism, the current strategy cannot be considered an effective or sustainable surface water management solution.





 


Foul


 


It is proposed that foul water from the (associated washdown areas and main foul waste from the toilets/kitchen) will be managed via a 52,000 litre cesspit. This approach is acceptable in principle, subject to detailed design.


 


Information into our general requirements for detailed foul water drainage design is included within our ‘General Drainage Information Guide’.  www.midsussex.gov.uk/media/8092/detailed-drainage-design-technical-summary-version-2023-03.pdf.  This level of information will be required to address the recommended drainage condition.


 


To ensure the final drainage design meets with the latest design requirements we would advise the applicant to confirm the design parameters required prior to undertaking detailed design.


 


Upon receipt of the additional information, we will be in a position to comment further.


 


Receipt of the requested additional information does not mean further information will not be requested, nor does it guarantee that the Flood Risk and Drainage Team will not object to the development. Neither does it prevent the team from recommending a flood risk or drainage condition.


 


Best Wishes


 


Flood Risk and Drainage Team


Estate Services and Building Control 


Mid Sussex District Council


drainage@midsussex.gov.uk


 


 


 


 


 



