
From:                                 Mark Thomas <mthomasesq@outlook.com>
Sent:                                  19 March 2025 13:25:10 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Joseph Swift" <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk>; "servicesupport" 
<servicesupport@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Richard Thompson" <rthompson@hadronconsulting.co.uk>; "Robert 
Anderton" <Robert.Anderton@midsussex.gov.uk>; "Tom Gardner" <Tom.Gardner@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Burgess Hill Centre for Outdoor Sport - DM/23/3182 DOC 4 LEAP
Attachments:                   1003 03.04 L018_DOC Covering Letter.pdf, Scope of Works Q-33479-
H8F7_Rev5_0225_Redacted 250319.pdf, Site Plan Q-33479-H8F7-C-5_Updated 250319.pdf, 1003 (03) 
021_P Proposed Site Plan.pdf, 1003 (03) 022_R Proposed Site Plan - North.pdf, 1003 (03) 023_L 
Proposed Site Plan - South.pdf

Dear Joe, 
 
Further to our recent discussions, please see attached our Discharge of Condition Application for 
Condition 4 (LEAP) for the Centre for Outdoor Sport related to Reserved Matters Planning Permission 
Reference DM/23/3182.
 
Payment of the fee will be via internal transfer from Rob Anderton, Assistant Director - Commercial 
Services & Contracts. 
 
Please let me know if you have any comments, queries or if you wish to discuss information that 
has previously been review by Louise Yandell at MSDC. 
 
Please let me know if you require a download link to the information if you are not able to receive a zip 
file. 
 
All the best 
 
 
Mark 
 
 
 
Mark Thomas 
  
Mobile: 07309 584585 
Email: mthomasesq@outlook.com
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/mark-thomas-3a820612

mailto:mthomasesq@outlook.com
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fmark-thomas-3a820612&data=05%7C02%7Cservicesupport%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C23f2bc7600d4449b5a1208dd66e11d40%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638779841707884116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6yeetBOs9ic2E56Zwg8EXNSfqJPad%2B7PNaUJINtM4bU%3D&reserved=0




 
 


 
Joe Swift 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands 
Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath 
West Sussex 
RH16 1SS 


  


 
 
 
Ref. 1003 03.04 L018 
 
19 March 2025 
 
 
 
Dear Joe, 
 
Discharge of Condition 4 (LEAP) for the Centre for Outdoor Sport related to Planning 
Permission Reference DM/23/3182 
 
Please find attached material that we wish to submit in order to discharge Condition 4 (LEAP) of the 
outline permission for application ref. DM/23/3182 on behalf of Mid Sussex District Council: 
 
RESERVED MATTERS APPLICATION PURSUANT TO OUTLINE APPLICATION DM/21/3279, TO 
CONSIDER ACCESS, APPEARANCE, LANDSCAPING, LAYOUT AND SCALE WITH RESPECT TO 
THE PROVISION OF A CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY SPORT WITH ANCILLARY FACILITIES AT 
LAND WEST OF BURGESS HILL BETWEEN THE A273 AND GATEHOUSE LANE, BURGESS 
HILL, WEST SUSSEX DESIGNATED FOR THE CENTRE FOR OUTDOOR SPORT (AMENDED 
PLANS/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED REGARDING NOISE, PAVILION ELEVATIONS, FENCING, 
DRAINAGE AND LANDSCAPING) 
 
The material submitted comprises of: 
 
Ref. Validation Criteria Document 
01 Application Form and 


Covering Letter 
Application Form submitted on 19 March 2025 
1003 03.04 L018_RM Covering Letter.pdf 


02 Site Plans 1003 (03) 021_P Proposed Site Plan.pdf 
1003 (03) 022_R Proposed Site Plan – North.pdf 
1003 (03) 023_L Proposed Site Plan – South.pdf 


03 LEAP Information Scope of Works Q-33479-H8F7_Rev5_0225_Redacted 
250319.pdf 
Site Plan Q-33479-H8F7-C-5_Updated 250319.pdf 


 
With regard to the use of engineered pine used on the units we are advised by the manufacturer that: 
 


 Our pine wood is sourced from Scandinavian forests, where the trees grow slowly and 
develop a very dense and compact quality. We carefully select the best trees that are free 
from defects. Nordic timber contains a high proportion of heartwood and naturally comes with 
a lot of resin, which is a natural impregnation agent. Even untreated, it is thus extremely 
strong and less prone to bug or fungus infestation. Our pine will also withstand harsh weather 
conditions such as long, cold Nordic winters or damp environments. 
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 Timber parts are first treated with oil, which increases the material’s durability and enhances 


its natural appearance. A wood stain primer and finisher are then applied to add an additional 
protective layer and a smooth finish, as well as a pleasing subtle colour. It also means that 
the surface resists water penetration. 


 All our wooden posts have galvanised steel ground sockets to avoid direct contact with soil, 
thus reducing the risk of mould contamination or rot. This feature also eliminates the risk of 
strimmer damage. Vertical posts come with a plastic cap on top for additional protection. 


 Loadbearing posts are made from laminated wood and engineered to cope with heavy wear 
and repeated impact. Stress relief grooves help stabilise the wood and reduce its tendency to 
split/crack. 


 Our team of engineers also work hard to come up with well thought out design solutions to 
prevent water stagnation, which accelerates the wood decay process. 


 We are so confident that our equipment meets high quality standards that we offer a 
guarantee of 15 years on engineered timber against failure due to rot. 


 Our laminated timber poles are composed of three sections joined together, a method that 
increases strength and reduces cracking. 


 Machined grooves allow the wood to expand and contract without cracks forming. 
 
 
Payment for this planning application with be via internal transfer from Commercial Services & 
Contracts of Mid Sussex District Council.  We understand that the fee will be £145 including VAT. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us at the email address supplied below. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 


 
 
Mark Thomas 
 
On behalf of 
The Sports Consultancy 
 
E. mthomasesq@outlook.com 
M. 07309 584585      CC Rob Anderton, MSDC 
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A d d i t i o n a l  N o t e s  
 
Grassmatt Surfacing 
Grassmatt surfacing relies on a combination of the product and the existing grass surface to 
achieve its critical fall height. The formation of the grass can vary greatly from location to location. 
These combined critical fall height properties are affected by changes in the weather, moisture and 
compaction of the ground formation, therefore the CFH cannot be guaranteed by certification. 
HAGS strongly recommend the installation of this surfacing product is monitored over time and 
maintained as required. 
• Sites that are prone to waterlogging are NOT considered suitable from Grassmatt 


surfacing. 
• During prolonged periods of dry weather the grass may need watering to sustain its 


growth. 
When laid directly onto existing grass the surface will follow the natural contours of the ground, 
unless we have specifically detailed a separate cost to undertake additional preparation/ levelling/ 
turf works. HAGS recommend that the existing sub - soil is assessed by the client, prior to product 
installation, to ensure it is of good quality, without it being impeded by hard solids such as stone, 
brick or tree roots within the top 150mm from the grass surface. 
 
Grass as a Safety Surface 
In accordance with EN1176 grass may be used for items with a Fall Height of up to 1.5 metres, 
however there must be a site specific risk assessment for this that includes: 
• A depth test to 150mm to indicate there are few stones or hard objects in the surface 
• Areas of wear or potential wear are strengthened to prevent bare patches 
• The use of the grass is monitored and a good sward is maintained at all times 


This obviously requires a competent level of work by the playground owner-operator, both now and 
in the future. If you are happy to undertake this and continue to maintain the grass sward, no 
additional safety surface is necessary. 
However, in our experience grass around popular items of equipment tends to become worn away, 
especially during spells of very dry or very wet weather. The ‘performance’ of grass is also 
dependant on the soil type beneath it. Therefore our advice would be to provide at least a wear pad 
of safety surfacing, especially for dynamic moving items of equipment where the risk of children 
falling is greater than with static equipment. 
Where equipment is installed directly into grass and the free height of fall is between 0.6m and 
1.5m it is the responsibility of the playground operator to ensure that the grass sward is maintained 
in good order. 
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Alliance Leisure
Services Ltd.


PROJECT


Burgess Hill Centre


TITLE


Play Area Proposal


E: sales@hags.co.uk W: www.hags.co.uk


If not indicated on this plan, north point must be
confirmed prior to installation to ensure that slides do
not face due south.


No allowance has been made for soft landscaping (trees,
mounds, planting, turf or general reinstatement). These
should be carried out by others.


Exact positions & orientation of new items may be
subject to a final site survey and setting out plan.


Any inconsistencies on site should be verified with
HAGS before commencement of work.


HAGS recommend that existing trees are risk-assessed
by the client to ensure the integrity of accessible
branches, that overhanging limbs do not conflict with
new play equipment or vehicle access and that the
canopy will not produce excessive leaf drop which could
cause a hazard within the play area.


This design layout conforms to the relevant EN Safety
Standard.


GENERAL NOTES


GRASS & GRASS MAT SURFACING


Where equipment is installed directly into grass and the
free height of fall is between 0.6m and 1.5m it is the
responsibility of the playground operator to ensure that
the grass sward is maintained in good order.


Where equipment is installed with grass mat surfacing
it is the responsibility of the playground operator to
ensure that the grass sward is maintained in good order.


When laid directly onto existing grass this surface will
follow the natural contours of the ground unless HAGS
have specifically detailed additional
preparation/levelling/or turf works.
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  pitch move to avoid flood zone.  
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H 20.09.23 Green Circle amended, LEAP relocated, parent parking MT
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J 09.11.23 Topsoil heap added, car park revised, retained trees MT
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K 20.11.23 Line of Green Circle revised, plaza, car park & steps MT
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L 04.12.23 Landscape features added. MT
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