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A d d i t i o n a l  N o t e s  
 
Grassmatt Surfacing 
Grassmatt surfacing relies on a combination of the product and the existing grass surface to 
achieve its critical fall height. The formation of the grass can vary greatly from location to location. 
These combined critical fall height properties are affected by changes in the weather, moisture and 
compaction of the ground formation, therefore the CFH cannot be guaranteed by certification. 
HAGS strongly recommend the installation of this surfacing product is monitored over time and 
maintained as required. 
• Sites that are prone to waterlogging are NOT considered suitable from Grassmatt 

surfacing. 
• During prolonged periods of dry weather the grass may need watering to sustain its 

growth. 
When laid directly onto existing grass the surface will follow the natural contours of the ground, 
unless we have specifically detailed a separate cost to undertake additional preparation/ levelling/ 
turf works. HAGS recommend that the existing sub - soil is assessed by the client, prior to product 
installation, to ensure it is of good quality, without it being impeded by hard solids such as stone, 
brick or tree roots within the top 150mm from the grass surface. 
 
Grass as a Safety Surface 
In accordance with EN1176 grass may be used for items with a Fall Height of up to 1.5 metres, 
however there must be a site specific risk assessment for this that includes: 
• A depth test to 150mm to indicate there are few stones or hard objects in the surface 
• Areas of wear or potential wear are strengthened to prevent bare patches 
• The use of the grass is monitored and a good sward is maintained at all times 

This obviously requires a competent level of work by the playground owner-operator, both now and 
in the future. If you are happy to undertake this and continue to maintain the grass sward, no 
additional safety surface is necessary. 
However, in our experience grass around popular items of equipment tends to become worn away, 
especially during spells of very dry or very wet weather. The ‘performance’ of grass is also 
dependant on the soil type beneath it. Therefore our advice would be to provide at least a wear pad 
of safety surfacing, especially for dynamic moving items of equipment where the risk of children 
falling is greater than with static equipment. 
Where equipment is installed directly into grass and the free height of fall is between 0.6m and 
1.5m it is the responsibility of the playground operator to ensure that the grass sward is maintained 
in good order. 
 
 

  




