
From:                                 John Ainsworth <john.ainsworth@savills.com>
Sent:                                  22 November 2024 12:30:47 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Katherine Williams" <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: DM/24/2317 - Congregational Church, Street Lane, Ardingly
Attachments:                   Cover letter 221124.pdf, 24021-HNW-ZZ-00-DR-A-2200-P03 - Proposed Ground 
Floor Plan.pdf, 24021-HNW-ZZ-00-DR-A-2300-P03 - Proposed North and East Elevations.pdf, 24021-
HNW-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-2301-P04- Proposed South and West Elevations.pdf

Dear Katherine, 
 
Further to your email below. Please find our response set out within the attached cover letter, alongside 
the referenced updated proposed ground floor plan and proposed elevation drawings.  
 
We trust that the information provided addresses your concerns to enable a positive determination of 
the application. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
John 
 
 

From: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: Monday, November 11, 2024 5:52 PM
To: John Ainsworth <john.ainsworth@savills.com>
Subject: DM/24/2317 - Congregational Church, Street Lane, Ardingly
 

 
Dear John,  
  
Having conducted a site visit to the property and considered the proposal I do have concerns 
regarding the proposal. 
  
The redline had been amended previous following concerns raised the residents of The Manse 
to the rear, however, this amendment has not addressed the similar concerns of raised by 
Street Lane House. Having visited this neighbour it is clear that the boundary of the neighbour 
extends up to and in line with the buttresses of the church and includes the boundary wall to the 
side and front of the buildings. It is unclear at present if the redline along this boundary is correct 
as the buttresses and boundary wall are not included on the plan, can this be included to clarify 
this matter. 
  
Concerns have been raised by the Council’s Conservation Officer regarding justification of the 
residential conversion of the building in terms of the optimum viable use to ensure the long term 
upkeep of the building, and that it has not been demonstrated that a business or commercial 
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use at this site was no longer viable. I would therefore recommended that detailed justification is 
provided. There are also concerns regard the use of proposed composite fenestration and this 
should be reconsidered. 
  
The proposed layout of the proposal has the Master bedroom served by a side window facing 
onto the blank side elevation of The Manse with the narrow access of this neighbour in 
between. Due to the existing relationship between the buildings it is considered that the side 
position of the window would provide insufficient outlook and light to this habitable room along 
with the perception of being overlooked by the pedestrian movements along this side access as 
part of the residential use of the adjacent property. There would also be a perception of being 
overlooked by the residents of The Manse when using their side access. 
  
The existing side windows of the chapel face onto the garden Street Lane House and are 
currently obscurely glazed, however this is not shown on the proposed plans. Due to the 
unobstructed views between the windows and the amenity area along with the nature of the 
proposed change of use this would cause harm to the amenities of this neighbour and needs to 
be addressed. 
  
I hope that the above clarifies the current planning position. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477214 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
  
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

  
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from disclosure, 
we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third party making a 
request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any attachments may 
contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If 
you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of this email 
and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender 
immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from 
your system. The views expressed within this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views 
or policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting 
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software viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and 
any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or 
liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result 
from reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 

NOTICE: This email is intended for the named recipient only. It may contain privileged and 
confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, notify the sender immediately and 
destroy this email. You must not copy, distribute or take action in reliance upon it. Whilst all 
efforts are made to safeguard emails, the Savills Group cannot guarantee that attachments are 
virus free or compatible with your systems and does not accept liability in respect of viruses or 
computer problems experienced. The Savills Group reserves the right to monitor all email 
communications through its internal and external networks. 

For information on how Savills processes your personal data please see our privacy policy

Savills plc. Registered in England No 2122174. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, 
W1G 0JD. 

Savills plc is a holding company, subsidiaries of which are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)

Savills (UK) Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in England No 2605138. Regulated 
by RICS. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, W1G 0JD.
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2HN . Registered with the Guernsey Financial Services Commission. No. 57114.

We are registered with the Scottish Letting Agent Register, our registration number is 
LARN1902057.

Please note any advice contained or attached in this email is informal and given purely as 
guidance unless otherwise explicitly stated. Our views on price are not intended as a formal 
valuation and should not be relied upon as such. They are given in the course of our estate 
agency role. No liability is given to any third party and the figures suggested are in accordance 
with Professional Standards PS1 and PS2 of the RICS Valuation –Global Standards 
(incorporating the IVSC International Valuation Standards) effective from 31 January 2022 
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together, the ''Red Book'. Any advice attached is not a formal ("Red Book") valuation, and 
neither Savills nor the author can accept any responsibility to any third party who may seek to 
rely upon it, as a whole or any part as such. If formal advice is required this will be explicitly 
stated along with our understanding of limitations and purpose.

BEWARE OF CYBER-CRIME: Our banking details will not change during the course of a 
transaction. Should you receive a notification which advises a change in our bank account 
details, it may be fraudulent and you should notify Savills who will advise you accordingly. 
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22 November 2024 
Cover letter 221124 


 
 
Katherine Williams 
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath  
RH16 1SS 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Katherine, 
 
Former Congregational Church, Street Lane, Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6UB 
PLANNING APPLICATION REF: DM/24/2317 
 
We write on behalf of Pentas Properties further to your email on the 11th November 2024. 
 
Alongside this letter which seeks to address each of the points of your email in turn, please also find the 
following accompanying updated documents from  


 
 


• Proposed Ground Floor Plan 24021-HNW-ZZ-00-DR-A-2200 P03 


• Proposed North and East Elevations 24021-HNW-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-2300 P03 


• Proposed South and West Elevations 24021-HNW-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-2301 P04 
 
 
Red Line extent  
 
The application red line has been drawn based on boundaries shown on the Land Registry filed plan which are 
set on OS mapping which is surveyed at 1:2500. Clearly this is quite an approximate scale and we have not 
sought to specifically either include or exclude the boundary wall at the front eastern edge we have just followed 
the land registry line.  It is not the place of the planning system to act as arbiter on what physical features are 
included or excluded in a specific ownership, the red line simply seeks to identify the application site. Key is 
that the neighbours are aware of, and have had an opportunity to comment on, the application, which they 
clearly have. 
  
No works are proposed as part of this planning application to the boundary with Street Lane House. This will 
remain as existing and the applicant does not propose any works upon land owned by Street Lane House. 
Accordingly we do not see any need to alter the red line in this location. 
 
Conversely comment was previously made with regard the alteration of the red line adjacent to The Manse. 
Here the use of the side path was material to the planning submission in terms of land ownership, with the 
terms of use over this land from the Former Congregational Hall requiring this land to be excluded from the red 
line  accordingly this required a red line amendment.  
 
Justification of Proposed Use  
 
It is noted that Ardingly Parish Council in its letter of representation (14th October 2024) in principle support the 
change of use of the building. 
 
The Conservation Officer considers the proposal to preserve the character and appearance of the conservation, 
providing the Case Officer is satisfied satisfactory justification of the change of use is provided.  
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“In summary therefore although the principle of the change of use raises concerns in terms of the impact on 
the character of the Conservation Area, if it is accepted that this is justified and provides the optimum long term 
beneficial use for the building the physical works which are also proposed are not considered contentious, 
subject to detail. 
 
With the above proviso the proposal is therefore considered to preserve the character and appearance of the 
Ardingly Conservation Area”. 
 
As a starting point it is set out within the Planning Statement that rental returns from the previous use were 
barely covering the required upkeep of the building and thus not ensuring its long-term future. We have also 
provided detail within the Planning Statement that Ardingly village already benefits from the provision of 
community hall space as per the requirements of DP25. Indeed, this building has not been used for wider 
community purposes since it was a church, it has been leased to a private commercial operator. 
 
The Former Congregational Church building by virtue of its age, layout and size does not represent an attractive 
proposition for alternative business use, particularly when alternative higher quality facilities are located close 
by.  
 
Furthermore, any business locating within the building would require a greater level of car parking than a 
residential use and most likely create a level of parking demand which cannot be readily facilitated within the 
vicinity of the site. This would cause likely nuisance to residents significantly over that of a residential 
dwellinghouse.  
 
The conversion of the building to residential use will ensure the long-term future of the building is protected 
with minimal level of intervention upon the external fabric and character of the building particularly when viewed 
from The Street and the conversion of the building to residential use will also have minimal amenity impact 
upon neighbouring residents.  
 
In summary it is demonstrated that the residential conversion presents the optimum and most appropriate viable 
use to ensure the long-term upkeep of the building. The appearance of the building will remain unchanged from 
Street Lane ensuring no harm to the appearance and setting of the Conservation Area. 
 
Concerns regarding the use of proposed composite fenestration  
 
The proposed windows to the rear portion of building will be in a similar location to the existing window 
openings. 
 
The Conservation Officer suggests that window details can be provided via condition.  
 
“Although the use of composite window and door frames may not be considered appropriate in the context of 
this historic building. Further detail of this aspect could be required by condition.” 
 
The applicant is happy to agree to this approach to ensure that the LPA retains an appropriate level of control 
relating to the proposed details of the windows.  
 
Insufficient outlook to the Master Bedroom 
 
An updated internal layout has been prepared by HNW to provide the master bedroom with an additional 
window and door directly out into the rear garden, which will provide enhanced outlook from this bedroom. 
Additional natural light will be provided into this room via the existing window which will be obscured glazed . 
 
  
 







 


3 


Side Windows facing Street Lane House  
 
The windows facing Street Lane House will remain obscured as per the existing position. 
 
Summary 
 
We trust that this letter and the associated amendments appropriately address the concerns raised, to enable 
a swift and positive determination of the application.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 


John Ainsworth  
 
John Ainsworth MRTPI MTCP  
Senior Planner 
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This drawing is the copyright of HNW Architects Ltd Registered No. 3589904
All dimensions must be verified on site prior to construction.
Do not scale this drawing except for Planning Application purposes.
Ordnance Survey Licence No. 100000200
Only PDF issues of this drawing are controlled. All other formats of this drawing 
{e.g. .dwg Autocad or .rvt Revit files} are uncontrolled and are used at your own 
risk.
This drawing must not be copied, transmitted or passed to a third party, without 
written consent.
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