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Copthorne Neighbourhood Plan 2021-2031

The site is located within Character Area 3: Copthorne Common and Woodland : Primarily a wooded landscape interspersed by 
irregularly shaped agricultural fields and common land. It is an area that is often referred to as Copthorne’s ‘Green Ring’. The 
site also forms part of  the “rural areas surrounding Copthorne” which “provide a verdant backdrop for the settlement”. 

The proposed development takes account of  these features of  the Character Area by establishing the following landscape 
principles for the scheme:

• Set back development from site boundaries, allowing retention and enhancement of existing landscape structure of trees and 
hedges, thereby maintaining green buffers to the edges of the site and reducing amount of built form visible.

• Retain and strengthen existing tree and hedgelines to internal boundaries which form green buffers and break up areas of built 
form, increasing green links within the site.

• Provide extensive areas of amenity space throughout the development to maintain a sense of openess throughout the site.

• Allow for extensive tree planting to provide a high canopy coverage, ensuring the site still forms a verdant backdrop to 
Copthorne.

• New planting in combination with existing retained, ensures that the sense of enclosure around the site is retained.

• Integrate new habitats and connections within the site to enhance biodiversity. 

By following these landscape principles, the proposed development will not compromise the role of the Green Ring, or the verdant 
backdrop to the settlement.

Existing tree lined ditches retained and 
enhanced with native understorey planting

Significant proposed tree planting 
to soften built form and 
strengthen green character of  site

Existing boundary trees and hedgerows retained - 
provide strong landscape structure which will help to 
integrate the development into the local landscape 

Existing boundary trees and hedgerows retained - 
provide strong landscape structure which will help to 
integrate the development into the local landscape 

Proposed native species tree and hedge planting
to separate development from farm access road 
and soften built form in views from A264

Proposed footway and road crossing provide 
access to surrounding PRoW network
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Existing bund with trees retained - provides strong
landscape buffer which will reduce the amount of
built form visible from the road and help to integrate
the proposed development into the local landscape

Architectural layout allows vews through 
proposed dwellings, to contribute to the 
open, green character of  the development

Proposed buildings set back from road to 
allow retention of  existing trees and 
hedge, maintaining green frontage to A264

Proposed buildings set back from southern 
boundary - allows retention of  existing 
trees and hedge, maintaining green buffer 

Proposed mixed native species hedgerow
and species-rich grassland provide biodiversity 
enhancements and habitat connections
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