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Haywards Heath 
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Our ref: 20335 

Date: 05 August 2026 

 

For the attention of: Katherine Williams 

 

Application ref: DM/26/1689 

Location: Land South Of St Stephens Church Hamsland Horsted Keynes 

West Sussex 

 

Proposal/Description: Discharge of condition nos 2, 4, 15, 16 and 24 relating to 

Variation of condition application DM/24/1253 

 

Thank you for consulting with Place Services on the above application. This response letter 

relates to Condition 4. Further details as follows. 

 
 

Condition No. Comments 

4 – Hard 

Landscaping 

Unable to discharge 

The Private Surfacing Layout Plan (Dwg. IDL/1334/06/01 Rev C2) 

identifies boundary treatments to rear gardens of plots 3-7 proposed 

as close board fencing facing the parking court. As per condition 

wording “The scheme shall also have reference to the High Weald 

Design Guide and ensure that close board fences are not used as 

garden boundaries where they would be viewed from public areas.” 

DG4 of the High Weald Design Guide states “Close board fences are 

not an appropriate boundary treatment to define either the fronts or 

sides of plots from the public realm.”  

 

Furthermore, DG6 states: “Where possible, these areas should be 

defined by buildings bordering the space, arranged to animate the 
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courtyard, or bounded by appropriate planting, rather than enclosed 

by bleak runs of close-board fences to back gardens.” 

Therefore, we advise that an alternative boundary treatment than the 

close-board fencing currently proposed in these locations. 

 

We query why the parking spaces for plots 3-7 are not proposed as 

permeable.  

 

The External Levels Layout Plan (Dwg. IDL/1334/05/01Rev P2) 

submitted under DM/26/0088 identifies up to 1.2m level change in 

rear gardens. We question the proposed use of unilog retaining wall 

and request section drawing through plots below to show the unilog 

and brick retaining wall to rear gardens. Construction details of both 

walls are also requested to understand the expected longevity of 

these walls.  

 

 

The access is proposed as ‘Porous Tarmac Access Road, with ‘Steel 

edging as Core Pro Edge laid flush’. We note the Tree Officers 

comments dated 21/01/2026 regarding condition 5 notes the use of 

no-dig surfacing for the access. We request clarification on this within 

the materials plan to avoid any doubt. 

 

No details regarding the pumping station or refuse have been 
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submitted. These are required by the condition wording.  

 

Please contact us if you have any queries in relation to this advice. 

 

Place Services – Landscape Team 

Email: landscape@essex.gov.uk 

 

 
 
Place Services provide landscape advice on behalf of Mid Sussex District Council. 
 
Please note:  

This letter is advisory and should only be considered as the opinion formed by specialist staff in relation to 

this particular matter.   

We are unable to respond directly to applicants/agents or other interested parties.  Any additional information, 

queries or comments on this advice that the applicant/agent or other interested parties may have, must be 

directed to the Planning Officer at the relevant LPA, who will seek further advice from us where appropriate. 

 


