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PROPOSED RE- POINTING (area marked in cream overlay colour)

Preparation of Joints

• Rake out old mortar:  Carefully re move decayed or damaged mortar using 
hand tools eg. plugging chisel or a mortar pick to avoid damaging the masonry. Angle 
grinders should not be used as they can damage the edges of the bricks or stones.

• Depth: The general rule is to rake out the old mortar to a depth equivalent to 
at least twice the width of the joint (e.g., a 10mm wide joint should be raked back at least 
20mm) or until  sound mortar is reached.

• Clean and dampen: Brush out all loose debris and dust from the joints. 
Thoroughly dampen the joints and surrounding masonry with clean water before applying 
new mortar to prevent the host material from absorbing moisture from the fresh mix too 
quickly, which can cause cracking and a weak bond

Mortar Composit ion and Mixing

• Ingredients: Mature non-hydraulic l ime putty and a clean, well-graded, sharp 
aggregate to match the color and particle size of the original material .

• Mix Ratio: 1 part l ime putty to 3 parts aggregate (sand) by volume. The exact 
ratio can be adjusted based on the sand's void content.

• Mixing: Mix the dry sand and lime first on a clean board or in a paddle mixer. 
Avoid adding too much water, which can lead to shrinkage cracks. The more the l ime mortar 
is worked, the better the final result

Application and Curing

• Application: Apply the mortar using a hawk and a narrow pointing trowel, 
pressing it  firmly and t ightly into the back of the joint to avoid air pockets. Work from the top 
of the wall downwards.

• Finishing: When the mortar has started to "leather dry", compact the joint by 
beating it with a stiff bristle brush and scrape it back with a pointing tool to achieve a flush or 
weathered edge finish that sheds water effectively. Avoid overworking the surface, which can 
create a hard, less permeable crust.
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