From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>

Sent: 14 March 2025 12:14:24 UTC+00:00
To: "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Ecologist Comments regarding Discharge of condition application

DM/25/0062 - Barn Cottage Pavilion, HH

From: Hamish Jackson - Senior Ecological Consultant <Hamish.Jackson@essex.gov.uk>

Sent: 10 March 2025 10:02

To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>

Cc: Gen Broad - Ecological Consultant <Gen.Broad @essex.gov.uk>; Jennifer Hollingum
<Jennifer.Hollingum@midsussex.gov.uk>; Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Ecologist Comments regarding Discharge of condition application DM/25/0062 - Barn
Cottage Pavilion, HH

You don't often get email from hamish.jackson@essex.gov.uk. Learn why this is important

Hi Anna,

Gen has forwarded me your email below and has asked whether | can provide advice on the
below situation.

In our ecological comments, we recommended that the following three bits of information should
be provided prior to the discharge of the biodiversity gain condition. Therefore, | have provided
some additional context for this below:

Biodiversity Gain Plan:

The provision of the Biodiversity Gain Plan in line with the governments template is a
requirement that needs to be decided by the Council. However, it does ensure consistency of
approach to recording biodiversity net gain information. Therefore, as | can not see this
document supplied as part of the DOC or full planning application, | would still recommend that
this is secured.

Biodiversity Gain Site Register:

In terms of off-site units, it appears that the applicant has not used the Governments Statutory
Biodiversity Credits and has secured biodiversity units via an off-site provider. Therefore, whilst
the habitat units have been paid, the LPA needs to check whether the off-site habitat bank has
been registered as part of the biodiversity gain site register. This ensures that a s.106
agreement / conservation covenant has been agreed with a relevant LPA / responsible body to
ensure the delivery of the proposed enhancements within the habitat bank for the 30-year
period.

Updated Metric:

We also have recommended that a Statutory Biodiversity Metric — Calculation should be
submitted, as the Small Sites Metric (SSM) does not record off-site biodiversity units or statutory
biodiversity credits. As a result, it can’'t be confirmed whether appropriate off-site measures
have been delivered by the SSM and a payment receipt. Therefore, the SSM should be updated
to the Statutory Biodiversity Metric for all biodiversity gain condition applications where off-site /


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbiodiversity-gain-plan&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Cae68d9bd8a0344bb7ebf08dd62f1c289%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638775512676401048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cZTjkn7Tpszzo86ZsAhTxQAku4saeH%2BB8tHVIblO8BE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fregister-a-biodiversity-gain-site&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Cae68d9bd8a0344bb7ebf08dd62f1c289%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638775512676425436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hgrPOqr63%2BDkBSegANoC2oIcYnsjpnSql%2FGg0P2Io9c%3D&reserved=0
mailto:hamish.jackson@essex.gov.uk
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

statutory biodiversity credit measures are proposed. See the below extract from the Small Site
Metric — User Guide:

Off-site habitats and the SSM

The 55M does not have an off-site section. If your small site requires any off-site units,
you can still use the SSM o calculate any on-site gains and you should submit this when
required by the planning authority. Your biodiversity gain plan will need to summarise how
you have met your BNG requirement, including details of the off-site habitat
enhancemeants and the trading summaries.

You should send your completed 55M to the off-site provider you are buying units from.
The off-site provider can then enter this in the statutory biodiversity metric calculation tool
and complete the off-site tab to submit this when recording the allocation on the
biodiversity gain siles reqgister.

| appreciate that you may need to consider further actions if the work has commenced prior to
this statutory pre-commencement condition has been fulfilled. However, | would still recommend
that the above information is submitted to the Council to ensure mandatory biodiversity net gain
requirements have been fulfilled.

| would be happy to discuss this matter further with the Council if you have any further queries.
Kind regards,
Hamish

Hamish Jackson ACIEEM BSc (Hons)
Senior Ecological Consultant
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