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1 Introduction
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1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9
1.10

This report results from a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit carried out following instructions
from the ATP Group concerning the S278 highway works associated with the provision
of a new residential development on the northern side of Queens Road, East Grinstead,
at the request of West Sussex County Council.

The proposed works comprise a proposed residential access abutting Queens Road.
The Road Safety Audit took place during May 2025.
The Overseeing Organisation is the West Sussex County Council.

The Road Safety Audit comprised an examination of the highway arrangement drawings
provided by Mr William Board at the ATP Group (Design Team), given as Appendix B
& Appendix C of this report.

The Road Safety Audit Team membership was as follows:
Audit Team Leader

Martyn Parr MSoRSA, MCIHT, NHCoC
Road Safety Manager — Mayer Brown Limited

Audit Team Member

John Reid MSc, DipHTE, NHCoC

Technical Director (Safety) — Mayer Brown Limited

A site visit was undertaken on 71" May 2025 from 11:00 hrs onwards, during which the
weather was fine, and the existing road surface was dry. Traffic conditions, pedestrian

numbers and pedal cycle numbers were low.

The Audit is concerned only with the Section 278 works that are to be adopted by the
West Sussex County Council.

The Audit Team are not advised of any Departures from Standard.

All comments and recommendations are referenced to a reduced scale copy of drawing
‘24152_PL11’, given as Appendix B in this report.
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Items Raised at Previous Road Safety Audits

2.1 The road safety aspects of the proposed residential access were the subject of comment
in a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit report undertaken in July 2017.

2.2 Three issues raised during the previous Audit remain an issue and are therefore
reiterated in this section of the report.

2.3 One further issue is identified in this Stage 1 Audit report.
General comment
24 Problem
Location:  General to the scheme.
Summary: Maintenance / inspection covers — Two-wheel vehicle loss of control.

New service provision may be required for the proposed development. Inspection covers
which become polished by traffic action may create skid hazards for two-wheeled vehicles;
this could lead to a loss of control and result in rider and / or passenger injury

Recommendation

Ensure as far as practical that no manholes or inspection chambers are located where they
are likely to be traversed by two-wheeled vehicles during turning manoeuvres. Where this is
unavoidable, use skid resistant covers and ensure that they are regularly inspected and

maintained.
Vehicular Access
2.5 Problem
Location: Proposed vehicular accesses.
Summary: Visibility splays.

Visibility splays are not indicated on the drawings submitted. It is important that
appropriate visibility splays are provided to ensure drivers approaching the proposed
vehicular access points are able to see vehicles waiting. Likewise, it is important that
drivers waiting on the proposed vehicular access points are able to see approaching
drivers travelling on Queens Road.

Failure to provide adequate visibility could lead to vehicles pulling out into the path of
approaching vehicles, resulting in a collision and possible injury.
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2.6

Recommendation

Provide visibility splays in accordance with relevant design standards and ensure that
the splays will be kept free from obstruction. Any vegetation within the splays should be
maintained to ensure that it does not extend beyond a vertical height of 0.6m. Any land
within the visibility splays should be adopted and maintained by West Sussex County

Council.

Problem

Location: Site access (please refer to reference point 2.6 in Appendix B).
Summary: Pedestrian trip / fall hazard.

The proposed access may require levelling which would result in level difference between the
access and the adjacent site to the north. If there is to be a significant level between the edge
of the development site and the adjacent site then it will be necessary to provide some form
of barrier at the boundary, to eliminate the risk of pedestrian slips / falls or vehicles from driving

over the edge.
Recommendation

Provide some form of restraint barrier (if appropriate)
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3 Items Raised at the Stage 1 Road Safety Audit

General

WiyEd Widmn

3.1 Having inspected the site and adjacent highway links and observed road-user behaviour,
the Auditors are satisfied that given the likelihood that these access points will be used
infrequently, no material risk will arise to road users from the operational use of this
access. The recommendations detailed in Section 2 and Problem 3.2 below should
therefore be read within this context and are made to optimise the safety of this provision
during normal use of Queens Road.

Site Access
3.2 Problem

Location: Proposed site access (please refer to reference point 3.2 in Appendix B
of this report).

Summary: Highway/adjacent development levels.

As set out in CD 123, and concerning gradients on direct accesses “Providing a relatively
flat section prevents drivers having to perform a 'hill start', which reduces the risk of
vehicles stalling or inadvertently rolling out into the major road.”

The Audit Team note that the site access is likely to have a gradient adjacent to the
channel line of Queens Road. CD 123 recommends that:

4.4 For direct accesses, the gradient on the approach to the trunk road shall not
exceed 10% either uphill or downhill.

4.5 For direct accesses, the gradient on the access approach shall not exceed 4%
over one of the following distances, measured from the edge of the major road

carriageway:
1) 10 metres; or,
2) 5 metres.

4.5.1 The distance over which the gradient does not exceed 4% should be in accordance
with 1).

4.5.2 Where it is not feasible to provide a distance over which the gradient does not
exceed 4% fully in accordance with 1), the distance should be as close to 1) as
practicable, but no less than 2).
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4.5.3 For direct accesses, the gradient on the access approach should not exceed 2%
immediately adjacent to the trunk road.

Recommendation.

It is recommended that if practical, the site access gradient should be provided in
accordance with CD123 (Geometric design of direct accesses).
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|iyEd BigwE

Audit Team Statement

Audit Team Statement

4.0 We certify that this Road Safety Audit has been carried out as described in GG119.

Road Safety Audit Team Leader

Martyn Parr — MSoRSA, MCIHT, NHCoC Signed ¢ l.-"_*_'rl'ﬁ-l:‘
Road Safety Manager -
Mayer Brown Limited Date 08/05/25

Lion House

Oriental Road

Woking

Surrey

GU22 8AR

Road Safety Audit Team Member

.‘ rr ’-:"
John Reid - MSc, DipHTE, NHCoC Signed )/ /] (gﬂ‘q
Technical Director (Safety) :_,~ 4 4
Mayer Brown Limited Date 08/05/25

Lion House

Oriental Road

Woking

Surrey

GU22 8AR
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APPENDIX A: Site Location Plan



I =
< EMST
GElHETE.ﬁ.D
| . b
g it




APPENDIX B: Reference Plan
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APPENDIX C: Other Plans and Supplemental Information Provided for Audit
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