
From:                                 Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Sent:                                  12 March 2026 19:33:51 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Joanne Fisher" <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: DM/25/2474 - Land South Hammerwood Road, Ashurst Wood

Good evening Joanne, 

Thank you for sending on some further information from the application regarding the site 
suitability, this is very helpful.

Unfortunately, these photos have firstly demonstrated that the terrestrial habitat on site is 
more suitable than previously believed, as they demonstrate a larger degree of hibernacula in 
the form of tree crevices, deadwood and leaf litter, which we believe has been evidenced 
without the need for a site visit. To address the barriers which it is stated will prevent GCN from 
reaching the site, again we do not feel this has been demonstrated. The closed board fencing to 
the east of the site and Hammerwood road to the north of the site are considered more 
complete barriers which we agree would limit and prevent dispersal. The slope to the south of 
the site is just not deemed steep enough to constitute a barrier and it is not believed that this 
would effectively keep GCN off the site. The tracks within the site, whilst some are very deep in 
some areas, again have not been demonstrated to be continuous or extensive enough to make 
the site too difficult for newts to traverse or utilise. Whilst there is grazing land beyond the 
south of the site, aerial imagery demonstrates that there is connectivity between the site and 
nearby ponds through existing woodland/treelines. As the proposals would require nearly a full 
site loss of habitat, and as there is a lack of consistent and solid barriers to the site, we would 
consider that the Natural England guidance in relation to survey effort has not been adequately 
addressed here for a major development.

We are therefore still recommending that further information is required for this development 
to demonstrate that GCN concerns have been appropriately mitigated for. If the applicant 
would like to submit further information or comments in regards to this we are happy to look 
this over, however I think it is unlikely that there will be any further benefit in continuing to go 
back and forth on the same points and so we will defer to you as the LPA on whether you are 
satisfied with the information provided at this point. If you have any further questions or 
information please do get in touch. 

Best wishes, 

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
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From: Joanne Fisher <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: 24 February 2026 08:54
To: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: DM/25/2474 - Land South Hammerwood Road, Ashurst Wood 
 
External:  This email is from an external source.  Please exercise caution with attachments, links, 
or requests for information. 

Hi Laura, 
 
I refer to your email of the 5th February concerning the above application which I have 
attached for ease of reference. 

In this you requested further detail to aid your assessment. Please find attached the 
response from the agent in respect of this. I would be grateful if you could review this 
and provide further comments in a clean email. 
 
Please note as set out in your previous correspondence I have suggested that an 
enquiry is submitted in respect of the District Licence scheme. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you concerning this. 

Kind regards
 
Joanne
 
Joanne  Fisher BSc (Hons), MATP, MRTPI 
Team Leader Applications 
Planning Services

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturespaceuk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJoanne.Fisher%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C6a9662dc23d84a9b309c08de806e4c5c%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639089408409440365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ERgzSoZq0vZiahnD5FNSnIdQby6ChwKrba9ubEDu45E%3D&reserved=0
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Tel: 01444 477330
joanne.fisher@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 

 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District 
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of 
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 
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