Land at Orchard Farm, Nash Lane, Scaynes Hill SDP

Highways and Transport Note
February 2024

Introduction

This note sets out the Highways and Transport issues associated with the proposed new
driveway access to serve the existing agricultural and equestrian facilities located at Orchard
Farm, Nash Lane, Scaynes Hill.

Nash Lane is a single carriageway road subject to the national speed limit in the vicinity of the
site. The speed limit reduces to 40mph to the west of the existing Orchard Farm residential
access. The highway boundary plan has been requested and received from West Sussex County
Council. This shows that the highway boundary is to the edge of carriageway on the southern
side of Nash Lane and includes the verge on the northern side in the vicinity of the site.
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Highway Boundary Plan

The proposed location and geometry of the access and the associated visibility requirements are
discussed in the following sections.

Proposed Access

The proposed access has been located taking account of the positions of trees along the Orchard
Farm boundary, the distances to the neighbouring accesses, and to maximise visibility towards
and from the access.

The driveway is proposed to be 4.8m wide at the junction, narrowing to 4.1m away from the
junction. This width would allow two cars to pass each other.
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A seven-day speed survey has been conducted by installing Automatic Traffic Counters to the
west and to the east of the proposed access location.

Locations of Automatic Traffic Counts on the approach to the proposed access location

The 85™ percentile speeds recorded on the approaches to the proposed access location were
43mph eastbound and 41mph westbound, although these speeds were generally lower in
daylight hours than at nighttime. Average speeds during the daytime were around 35mph in both
directions.

Westbound speeds
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The 85™ percentile approach speeds from both directions have been used to determine the
appropriate visibility splay lengths. Using the Stopping Sight Distance formula from Manual for
Streets 2 gives an SSD of 93m. The visibility splays are shown on Drawing 301.

Views looking west and east along Nash Lane from the location of the proposed access

Vegetation and poor quality tree specimens will be removed from the immediate vicinity of the
proposed access. However, the visibility splay may contain some individual tree trunks that are
proposed to be retained rather than be removed as trunk diameter is less than 45cm. Manual for
Streets 2 states that obstacles, such as trees, should be assessed in terms of their overall
envelope of visibility and that obstacles that are not large enough to fully obscure a vehicle will
not have a significant impact on road safety. There is likely to be infrequent traffic movements at
the proposed private access and this access is an improvement on the visibility at the existing
residential access.

Swept path analysis of a car and horsebox trailer using the access are shown in Drawing 302.
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Summary

The analysis undertaken shows that the existing buildings and equestrian facilities can be
accessed via a new driveway from Nash Lane which would provide suitable visibility based on
the speeds of vehicles recorded, subject to the removal of some trees and vegetation.

The volume of traffic expected to use this access will be minimal and will not have an impact on
the operation of the local road network.
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K&MTRAFFIC SURVEYS
SITE: NASH LANE 1 (WEST SITE)

GRID REFERENCE: 50.995598, -0.038035
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K&MTRAFFIC SURVEYS
SITE: NASH LANE 2 (EAST SITE)

GRID REFERENCE: 50.995936, -0.034795
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