
From:                                 Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Sent:                                  01 March 2025 15:39:31 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Jo Outram" <jo@therpp.co.uk>
Subject:                             Re: Tree Officer Comments - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, 
Balcombe
Attachments:                   5081 02 A_trees and drainage.pdf, Tree table.docx

Dear Emma 
 
Here is the tree survey you asked for. 
 
Best 
 
Judith 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Tuesday 18 February 2025 at 13:46
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Emma Rivett <Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Tree Officer Comments - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe
 
Dear Judith  
Thank you for your email. I note your comments regarding the tree protection measures that 
have been annotated on the Proposed Plans. I have discussed the submitted information in 
detail with Emma Rivett, MSDC Tree Officer, and I agree that the application is lacking in 
required supporting details, as outlined in the email chain below.
 
If submitted, a full Arboricultural Survey and AMS would have provided the additional 
information that Emma has requested. I support her request. I consider that the requested 
information would inform any future developer of the site, to ensure that the trees are best 
protected.
 
Unfortunately I do not agree that the amount of detail that has been provided is sufficient for me 
to take the application forward for determination. 
 
I await your further response. 
Regards 
Anna 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk  
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C40ea19d7bf3a4f29a9c808dd58d74a30%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638764404625220739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBeP9PpIH5%2Fpk1VtQRv%2FAuGFHqF495RxOGp5zm6DJXw%3D&reserved=0


anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

 
 
 
From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 18 February 2025 12:20
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Jo Outram <jo@therpp.co.uk>
Subject: Tree Comments
 
Hi Anna 
 
The tree officer seems to be agreeing with our assessment the trees will not be affected on the 
basis they are protected. 
 
As the business name suggests we are routinely working in sites close to woodland. 
 
The plan I sent over contained a considerable amount of information including the retention of 
the existing fences. 
 
Is yet more information really necessary? 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Judith 
  
Judith Norris BSc MSc FRICS IHBC FBIAC 

  

The Rural Planning Practice

mailto:anna.hilditch@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C40ea19d7bf3a4f29a9c808dd58d74a30%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638764404625242378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xWxI4iulVb9iFB9x6icvt8nVvCRegV3mXoXw1Yg7p5M%3D&reserved=0


office@therpp.co.uk | www.therpp.co.uk 

Cirencester | Cranbrook 

01285 323200 | 01580 201888 

  
This email is intended solely for the addressee(s) and may be confidential. If you 
are not the named addressee, or if the message has been addressed to you in 
error please contact the sender and delete the message.
  
 
Dear Judith 
I have received further comments from Emma Rivett, MSDC Tree Officer, following your email 
of 03.02.2025. 
 
It will be helpful in my determination of the application if you can provide the supporting 
information that Emma has requested. Please can you provide me with a timescale from the 
submission of this additional information as I will need to reconsult Emma.
 
I am mindful that the Decision Target Date is approaching (07.03.2025). 
Regards 
Anna  
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk  
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

 
 

mailto:office@therpp.co.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.therpp.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C40ea19d7bf3a4f29a9c808dd58d74a30%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638764404625254993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5pBfmE6jDuMhLYpvG9G%2BqrsswYstmRQL0%2Fklo2Z%2BTwU%3D&reserved=0
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From: Emma Rivett <Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 February 2025 10:02
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe
 
Dear Anna, 
 
I have read the comments from Judith Norris dated the 3rd February, and find that the document 
is still lacking information that I would expect to see in order to protect the trees which are to be 
retained on and adjacent to the site boundary. 
 
I would expect to be given details including categorisation of the trees, details of age, condition, 
and life expectancy, as well as any defects. I expect a full Arboricultural Survey to accompany 
the Arboricultural Method Statement.
 
Further I think that there is adequate space to protect the trees at the front of the development, 
between the site boundary and the highway, from machinery/deliveries etc and request that this 
be considered and presented on a clearly visible plan, either before determination or as a Pre-
Commencement Condition.
 
I will await further details, and I will comment further upon receipt. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Emma 
 
Emma Rivett 
Assistant Tree Officer-Development Management 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 

mailto:Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk
mailto:anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C40ea19d7bf3a4f29a9c808dd58d74a30%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638764404625291703%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzDaiNlLpmqXTWmSS1CdG9kES%2B6thnw8h1JiGeBSG7s%3D&reserved=0


any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments. 
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All measurements taken
from Chartwell Tree
Consultants Ltd dated 12th
February
T6, T7, T8, T9 T10, T11 to
be crown lifted to leave 5
metre clearance


Prior to the construction of the access
drive , temporary ground protection will
be laid down during the excavation of
the underground services
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The Cottage, Buttons
Churchsettle Lane, Wadhurst
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Dec 19


Tree categorization:
In accordance with the cascade chart in Table 1 of British
Standard 5837 (2012) Trees in relation to design, demolition and
construction — Recommendations


Canopy of a category U tree
Those in such a condition that they cannot realistically be
retained as living trees in the context of the current land use for
longer than10 years


Canopy of a category A tree
Trees of high quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy
of at least 40 years


Canopy of a category B tree
Trees of moderate quality with an estimated remaining life
expectancy of at least 20 years


Canopy of a category C tree
Trees of low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy
of at least 10 years, or young trees with a stem diameter below
150mm


Stabilzer strut with base plate secured with ground pins


PROTECTIVE FENCING
Protective fencing shall consist of a scaffold framework in
accordance with figure 3 of British Standard 5837 (2012);
comprising 2m tall welded
mesh panels on rubber or concrete feet. Onto this, weldmesh panels
shall be securely fixed with wire or scaffold clamps joined together
using a minimum of two anti-tamper couplers, installed so that they
can only be removed from inside the fence. The distance between
the fence couplers shall be at least 1m and shall be uniform
throughout the fence. The panels shall be supported on the inner
side by stabilizer struts, attached to a base plate secured with
ground pins.


Anti tamper coupler


Base plate


Weldmesh panels


Ground
pins


EXCAVATION WITHIN RPAS
Installation of the underground services within root protection
areas (RPAs) shall be carried out carefully by hand, under direct
supervision of the arboricultural consultant.
Roots smaller than 25mm diameter; shall be pruned back,
making a clean cut with a suitable sharp tool (e.g. bypass
secateurs or handsaw), except where they occur in clumps. Roots
occurring in clumps or of 25mm diameter and over; shall only
be severed by the arboricultural consultant if he is satisfied that
this action will not lead to significant detriment to the trees' health
or safety. Roots, whilst exposed, shall immediately be wrapped or
covered by hessian to prevent desiccation and to protect them
from rapid temperature changes. Any wrapping shall be removed
prior to backfilling, which will take place as soon as possible. Prior
to backfilling, retained roots shall be surrounded with topsoil or
un-compacted sharp sand (builders’ sand will not be used
because its high salt content is toxic to tree roots), or other loose
inert granular fill, before soil or other suitable material is replaced.
This material shall be free of contaminants and other foreign
objects potentially injurious to tree roots.
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Hard surfacing for the proposed driveway within the RPAs of T8 and T9 shall be constructed using an above soil surface design. This shall be in accordance
with Arboricultural Practice Note 12 (2007); 'Through the Trees to Development' and also in accordance with guidance set out in section A.1.5 of BS 5837:
2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations. There shall be no lowering of existing soil levels or severance of any
roots.


Above soil surfacing within RPAs


Fibretex  F4M  Geotextile


Protection  System
Cellweb  Tree  Root


(150mm  Deep)


Seperation  Fabric


Wearing course (to
Engineer's  Details)


Existing  Ground 40/20mm  Clean
Angular  Stone


(Optional)
Treated  Timber  Edging


30mm Sharp Sand


Example of Above soil surfacing
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Arboricultural Method Statement. Stages of the
erection and removal of tree protective fencing
(TPF) and signs.
The location of the TPF is shown as a light blue
and yellow line on the TPP and must be kept in
those locations throughout the course of the
development which include the following stages:
1. Demolition
2. Delivery of all plant machinery
3. Soft landscaping including the removal of
soil
4. Installation of underground services
5. Construction of the approved development
6. Hard and soft landscaping


Installing and maintaining the TPF:
1. Existing vegetation that prevents the TPF
from being installed in its entirety is to be removed
using handtools only.
2. Mark out the fencing points.
3. Fencing contractors erect the fencing and
attach tree protection signs
4. Site meeting with the project arboriculturist
and site foreman to inspect and sign it off.
5. Approved works to start.


As soon as the construction works start the
fencing must remain in place and in  the event of it
being removed or relocated the project
arboriculturist must be contacted immediately who
will inform the local planning authority (LPA) tree
officer. Any alternative fencing to be used must be
approved by the project arboriculturist and a
revised TPP sent to the LPA for approval.


1. Pre-start meeting
2. Tree removals and pruning
3. Protective fencing installed
4. Temporary ground protection installed
5. Installation of service and drainage routes
6. Installation of above soil surfacing
7. Removal protective fencing


CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS


For pedestrian movements only, a single thickness of scaffold boards shall be
placed either on top of a driven scaffold frame, so as to form a suspended
walkway, or on top of a compression-resistant layer (e.g. 100 mm depth of
woodchip), laid onto a geotextile membrane.
For pedestrian-operated plant up to a gross weight of 2t, proprietary,
inter-linked ground protection boards (or similar) shall be placed on top of a
compression-resistant layer (150 mm depth of woodchip), laid onto a geotextile
membrane.
For wheeled or tracked construction traffic exceeding 2t gross weight,
interlinking aluminium or metal track way shall be placed on top of a
compression-resistant layer (200mm depth of woodchip), laid onto a geotextile
membrane


TEMPORARY GROUND PROTECTION


Wooden Boarding / Track-way


Woodchip 100mm to 200mm


Geotextile membrane
Ground


Assuming the same underground services are being used
there will be no need to install additional underground
services. However should there be a need to install additional
underground services  the principles set out in NJUG
Guidelines for the Planning, Installation and Maintenance of
Utility Apparatus in Proximity to Trees - Volume 4 - Issue:
16th November 2007 will be adhered to at all times


Trenchless - wherever possible trenchless techniques
should be used. The and reception pits should be located
outside the Prohibited and Precautionary Zones.
In order to avoid damage to roots by percussive boring
techniques it is recommended that the depth of the run
should be below 600mm. Techniques involving external
lubrication of the equipment with materials other than water
(e.g. oil, bentonite, etc) must not be used when working
within the Prohibited Zone. Lubication materials other than
water may be used within the Precautionary Zone following
consultation and by agreement.
Broken Trench- hand dug
This technique combines hand dug trench sections with
trenchless techniques if excavation is unavoidable.
Excavation should be limited to where there is clear access
around and below the roots. The trench is excavated by
hand with with precautions taken as for continuous
trenching. Open sections of the trench should be only be
long enough to allow access for linking to the next section.
The length of sections will be determined by local conditions,
especially soil texture and cohesiveness, as well as the
practical needs for access. In all cases the open sections
should be kept as short as possible and outsside of the
Prohibited Zone.
Continuous Trench - Hand dug
The use of this method must be considered only as a last
resort if works are to be undertaken by agreement within the
Prohibited Zone.
Roots smaller than 25mm diameter; shall be pruned back,
making a clean cut with a suitable sharp tool (e.g. bypass
secateurs or handsaw), except where they occur in clumps.
Roots occurring in clumps or of 25mm diameter and
over; shall only be severed by the arboricultural consultant if
he is satisfied that this action will not lead to significant
detriment to the trees' health or safety. Roots, whilst
exposed, shall immediately be wrapped or covered by
hessian to prevent desiccation and to protect them from
rapid temperature changes. Any wrapping shall be removed
prior to backfilling, which will take place as soon as possible.
Prior to backfilling, retained roots shall be surrounded with
topsoil or un-compacted sharp sand (builders’ sand will not
be used because its high salt content is toxic to tree roots),
or other loose inert granular fill, before soil or other suitable
material is replaced. This material shall be free of
contaminants and other foreign objects potentially injurious
to tree roots.
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		Tree  No.

		Species

		Height

(m)

		No. of  Stems

		Stem Dia (mm)

		RPA Radius  (m)

		RPA Area (m2)

		Age

Class

		Condition

		Life Expectancy

		Category

		

Notes



		T1

		Oak

		15

		1

		700

		8.4

		

		M

		Good

		40+

		A2

		None



		T2

		Holly

		8

		2

		200

		2.4

		

		SM

		Fair

		10+

		C2

		None



		T3

		Hazel

		6

		Multi

		50x±25

		5

		

		SM

		Fair

		10+

		C2

		Could be coppiced



		T4

		Hazel

		6

		Multi

		50x±25

		5

		

		SM

		Fair

		10+v

		C2

		Could be coppiced



		T5

		Oak

		15

		1

		700

		9.6

		

		M

		Good

		40+

		A2

		Heavily Ivy clad



		T6

		Oak

		15

		1

		800

		8.4

		

		M

		Good

		40+

		A2

		None



		T7

		n/a

		9

		1

		500

		n/a

		

		n/a

		Dead

		0

		U

		Heavily Ivy clad



		T8

		Hazel

		6

		Multi

		50x±25

		5

		

		SM

		Fair

		10+

		C2

		Could be coppiced



		T9

		Oak

		14

		1

		800

		9.6

		

		M

		Good

		40+

		A2

		None



		T10

		Yew

		14

		1

		800

		9.6

		

		M

		Good

		40+

		A2

		None



		T11

		Hazel

		6

		Multi

		50x±25

		5

		

		SM

		Fair

		10+

		C2

		Could be coppiced



		T12

		Hazel

		6

		Multi

		50x±25

		5

		

		SM

		Fair

		10+

		C2

		Could be coppiced







