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1. Submission details  
 
 
1.1 Date   

 
 
 
 

1.2 Planning applica0on reference number  
 
 

 
 
1.3 Local planning authority (LPA) 
  
 
 
 
1.4 Development site Address 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 Brief descrip0on of the development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

05/12/2024 

 

West Sussex 
 
 

Highfields,  
East Grinstead, 
RH19 4DL. 

Proposal plans will see the addition of a care home complex with associated 
infrastructure. To facilitate this, the removal of existing hard standing, 
modified grassland and a section of broadleaved woodland is proposed. 
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2. Consultancy Details 
 
 
2.1 Name of Responsible Person 

 
 

 
 
2.2 Company name 

 
 

 
 
2.3 Address 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 Contact number 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Leigh 

Leigh Ecology Ltd. 

8 Hall Drive 
Marston 
Northwich 
Cheshire 
CW9 6DT 

01606 892032 
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3. Methodology 

 
 

DEFRA Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
 
 
3.1 Biodiversity Net Gain was calculated using the Statutory Metric Audi<ng and 

Accoun<ng for Biodiversity Calcula<on tool. 

 

• The onsite habitat baseline calcula/ons are measured on MapInfo GIS 

so9ware using the Phase 1 Habitat map. 

• The Phase 1 habitat classifica/ons are translated to UK Habitat Regula/ons 

using the transla/on tool in the Biodiversity Metric. 

• All habitat condi/ons are based on the condi/on assessments listed in the 

habitat condi/on sheets excel document. 

• The strategic significance is determined by deciding if the habitat is 

desirable within the loca/on and seeing if it is iden/fied within a local 

strategy. 

• The areas to be retained or enhanced habitats are calculated using the 

Proposed Landscaping Masterplan. 

• The proposed off-seLng site habitat baseline calcula/ons are measured on 

MapInfo GIS so9ware using a Phase 1 Habitat map. 

• The site proposed habitats and associated scores are calculated using 

measurements and habitat informa/on provided by Surfacing Standards Ltd, as 

well as over-laying site plans onto the MapInfo GIS so9ware and taking area 

measurements. 

 

3.2 The change in biodiversity is calculated by subtrac<ng the baseline unit values from 

the post-development values of the broad habitat types. This is combined with any off-

site gains or losses to give a final Biodiversity Unit Value for the scheme. 
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4. Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy 
 
 
4.1 How will the proposal minimise impacts to habitats? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 Is the net gain percentage being achieved On-site, Off-site or Both? 

 
 
 
 
4.3 How many biodiversity units are required to meet the 10% net gain requirement? 

 
 
 
 
4.4 Is there a habitat management and monitoring plan? 

 
 
 
 
4.5 Has the statutory biodiversity metric tool been used? 

 
 
 
 
4.6 Reference Number of pre-development habitat survey report and map 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The proposals will see the removal of a section of the existing broadleaved 
woodland on site, to facilitate an access road.  This woodland area is the 
most significant habitat on site, and will be suitably mitigated on site, within 
the same area of removal. The replanting of this woodland will ensure a 
higher quality woodland floor and flora, as well as the eTective planting of 
native species to achieve a higher quality woodland habitat. Several 
individual trees will be removed across site removed from the woodland 
habitat. These trees are either to facilitate the development footprint or for 
health and safety reasons. A large section of existing lawn area (poor quality 
modified grassland) will be lost also. 
The mitigation and BNG hierarchy have been closely followed, with great 
importance on the replanting and re-establishment of the woodland habitat 
specifically to site. 

On site 

3.91 

Supplied upon Validation. 

Yes 

Phlorum PEA Report,  
December 2022 
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4.7 Pre-development habitat map (On-site) 

UKHABS Exis0ng Map, Leigh Ecology 2024. 
 
 
4.8 Post-development habitat map (On-site) 
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5. Irreplaceable Habitats 
 
 
5.1 Does the development impact any irreplaceable habitats? 

 
 
 
 
 
5.2 If yes, what habitats? 

 
 
 
 
 
5.3 Has a compensa0on plan been submi[ed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 

N/A 

N/A 
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6. On-Site Baseline Habitats 
 
 
6.1 Survey Date 

 
 
 
 
6.2 Survey Constraints (access issues, weather etc.) 

 
 
 
 
6.3 Total pre-development biodiversity value 

 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

 
 
 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 
 

 
 
Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02/05/2024 

None. 

3.55 

0.95 

0 
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6.4 On-site habitat images and descrip0ons 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View of modified grassland on site, as well as one of the small trees to be removed. 
(Leigh Ecology, 2024) 

 
 
6.5 Habitat Condi0on Assessment  

 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
2   
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor 

Modified Grassland 
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Grassland Habitat passes 3 of 6 classifica0on criteria, resul0ng in poor condi0on. 
 
 

 
6.6 Habitat Condi0on Assessment  

 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
23   
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor 

Other woodland- broadleaved 
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6.7 Habitat Condi0on Assessment  
 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
2  
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor 

Individual Trees (Small) 
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6.8 Habitat Condi0on Assessment  

 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
4  
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderate 

Individual Trees (Medium and Large) 
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6.9 Hedgerow Condi0on Assessment  

 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
4  
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderate 

Line of Trees 
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6.10 Descrip0on of proposed habitat crea0on/enhancements 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.11 Proposed Habitat Condi0on Assessment  

 
 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
 29  
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The site will see the replanting of 0.1488 Ha. of broadleaved woodland, to 
replace the removed section of woodland. The aim of the replanting is to 
create a better-quality woodland habitat, with a more prominent and diverse 
flora understorey. The planting of trees which will be less likely to be victim of 
disease. The planting will be undertaken strategically to improve the canopy 
cover and ecological niches. The planting of 23 already semi-mature trees 
will also be undertaken on site, as well as the further planting of 59 native 
whips, not including tree planting to replenish the woodland habitat. 
The site will also see the planting of a poor quality, modified grassland lawn 
and a wildflower grassy ‘other neutral grassland’ habitat, which will feature a 
range of grass species and some wildflowers to increase suitability for 
invertebrate species. 
Bulb planting and introduced shrub species planting will also be undertaken 
surrounding the hard standing. 
 
 

Moderate 

Other woodland, broadleaved 
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6.12 Proposed Habitat Condi0on Assessment  

 
 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
 2   
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor 

Modified Grassland 
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6.13 Proposed Habitat Condi0on Assessment  
 

Habitat 
 
 
 
Score  

 
 3   
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 

Moderate 

Individual Trees (On Site) 
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6.14 Proposed Habitat Condi0on Assessment  

 
 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
 4   
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderate 

Other Neutral Grassland 
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6.15 Proposed Hedgerow Condi0on Assessment  

 
Habitat 

 
 
 
Score  

 
3  
 
Condi0on 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor 

Native Hedgerow 
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6.16 Total post-development on-site biodiversity value 
 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

 
 
 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 
 

 
 
Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

 
 

 
 
 
6.17 Total net change in on-site biodiversity units 

 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

 
 
 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 
 

 
 
Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.04 

1.21 

0 

0.49 

0.25 

0 
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7. Trading Summary 
 

 
7.1 Have the trading rules been sa0sfied? 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes 
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8. Statutory Biodiversity Credits 
 
 

8.1 Does the development require statutory biodiversity credits? 
 

 
 

 
 
8.2 How many statutory biodiversity credits are required? 

 
 Area habitat biodiversity units 

 
 
 

 Hedgerow biodiversity units 
 
 
 

 Watercourse biodiversity units 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
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