
From:                                 haig.dalton@chilcroft.co.uk <haig.dalton@chilcroft.co.uk>
Sent:                                  26 February 2026 13:21:55 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Stefan Galyas" <Stefan.Galyas@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Emily Wade" <Emily.Wade@midsussex.gov.uk>; "'NIk Antoniou'" 
<njaltd@gmail.com>; "'Charlotte Watts'" <lottie.olney@gmail.com>; "'BENJAMIN WATTS'" 
<bwatts431@btinternet.com>
Subject:                             DM/26/0111 Old Mill House, Cowfold Road, Bolney

Dear Stefan, 
 
I note that the conservation officer has raised an objection and would respond to her 
comments and request for additional heritage information below. 
 
Firstly, she states that the existing barn to the north-east of the listed building was 
“possibly a former smithy” which I must take issue with. The building is question is 
explicitly stated as such on the Tithe Map of 1879 (see below) and as neither Emily nor I 
were clearly around at the time of the late 19th Century and the people making this 
national map were, there is no disputing this fact. If it states it was a smithy, then it was. 
There is no ambiguity about this.
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Emily has asked for additional clarity on the outer buildings that surround the listed 
building, and I am happy to provide this (see map below). The former smithy and barn 
to the north-east of the listed building is clearly identified as being out of curtilage, no 
doubt due to the fact that historically it was used as a smithy and not ancillary to the 
dwelling. As the mapping supports this and it is identified as building outside of 
curtilage, it is therefore not a curtilage listed building and is a NDHA instead.
 



 
 
There are a range of former farm cottages to the south and south-east of the listed 
building which once again, I understand Emily would like to know more about (see map 
below). These as you can see sit in their own separate curtilages because they are 
independent dwellings in their own right and are therefore not curtilage listed buildings 
but would be considered a NDHA.
 
 



 
 
The arguments advocated in the submitted Heritage Statement reflect the evolution of 
the listed building over the course of its circa 450 year history, rather than just a single 
century. 
 
Although the conservation officer rightly points out that the buildings that once existed 
between the listed building and proposed site have been gone since the early 20th 
Century, this is not the basis of the argument advocated here, and we are not 
suggesting precedent alone. 
 
Firstly, although these buildings may have been lost in recent years and the gap 
between the proposed site having existed for a century, this is a 16th Century building 
and for the majority of its existence, it has been separated from the proposed site by the 
range of former outbuildings that once stood here. Why is this important? Because it 
alters the way in which the former farmhouse and its outlook was historically designed 
to see over its land, including the proposed site, which quite unlike today, would have 
enjoyed little in the way of awareness over the proposed site given the presence of 
these buildings. Historically, farmhouses are designed to have an outlook over an area 



of formal gardens and/or a garden pond, with a front door to one side and another 
facing the farmstead outbuildings. The latter by its very design and form of use, is not 
designed to enjoy far reaching beautiful views over idyllic gardens or fields, because it 
looks out at active farm buildings, complete with the noise associated with a historic 
Smithy beating and cooling metal, horses/carts being worked on by farmhands and the 
busy clangor associated with a working farmyard. It is for this very reason that 
farmhouses did not focus their efforts to look out onto this busy hibe of activity or all the 
constant noise associated with it. The views today are far reaching looking northwards, 
which is completely at odds with the historic context of the site and was previously not 
the case. The emphasis is not on the present, by its very nature a listed building is 
about how it was historically used and its historic emphasis, and in this the analysis that 
we have set out has been correctly understood.
 
Secondly, farming and the activities associated with it, is not a quiet business as 
correctly outlined above. By its very nature, this area north of the listed building would 
have historically been a hibe of activity. The experience of noise to the northern side of 
the listed building fits in with its historic context. The later addition of the driveway to the 
listed building in this area has only furthered it, as has the existence of the public 
footpath here, albeit to a lesser degree. The idea that extra noise here is in some way 
out of context with this part of the listed building and the way in which it has always 
been historically experienced, is not credible. 
 
Thirdly, the inclusion of trees can hardly be thought harmful. The land to the north of the 
listed building has already benefitted from the inclusion of new trees to its setting, some 
of them planted since it was made a listed building, none of which have harmed the 
setting of the listed building. Trees by their very nature are a soft boundary treatment 
and add to the experience of the natural landscape, which is already partly enclosed by 
trees. The idea that the use of trees is in some way hostile, is a reaction that is at odds 
with the existing setting of the listed building and would carry little weight. 
 
While we agree that the presence of the proposed dwelling would bring about a change 
in the setting of the listed building, the presence of a timber framed building, of a style 
and use of materials that accords with the historic farmstead, can hardly be thought to 
be ugly. Change in itself is not harm, it is only harmful to the extent to which significance 
is eroded. 
 
Given the above, there is insufficient to attribute harm to the setting of the listed 
building, the NDHA’s and their significance and the proposal is therefore considered to 
have a neutral overall effect. 
 
Kind regards, 
Haig 
 
Haig Dalton MSc IHBC (Assoc)RIBA 
Heritage Consultant 
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