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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Proposal: Ground floor front, side and rear extensions 
Site address: 17 Combers  Balcombe Haywards Heath West Sussex 

 
Thank you for your correspondence, please see our comments below regarding the above 
application 
 
Development Site is not within Southern Water’s Supply Area: 
 
The development site is not located within Southern Water’s statutory area for water supply. 
Please contact South East Water who are the relevant statutory undertaker. 
 
Existing Gravity Sewer - tree, buildings, assets within stand-off distance: 
 
The 150 mm diameter gravity sewer requires a clearance of 3 metres on either side of the gravity 
sewer to protect it from construction works and to allow for future maintenance access. 
No development or tree planting should be carried out within 3 metres of the external edge of the 
public gravity sewer without consent from Southern Water. All existing infrastructure should be 
protected during the course of construction works. Please refer to: 
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/media/st5orjvm/stand-off-distances.pdf 
 
Condition: 
 
In order to protect public sewers, Southern Water requests that if consent is granted, the following 
condition is attached to the planning permission; The developer must agree with Southern Water, 
prior to commencement of the development, the measures to be taken to protect the public 
sewers. 
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Build over – close: 
 
'The attached plan shows that the proposed development is being built over a public sewer or 
within 3m of a public sewer.  An investigation of the sewer is required to confirm its size and depth, 
ascertain its condition, number of properties served and potential means of access before any 
decision can be made as to whether it would be acceptable for the proposed development to be 
built close to the sewer.  If the sewer in question is found to be no greater than 225mm in diameter 
and no deeper than 3 meters, the development may be allowed, subject to the following conditions:   
1. No construction works parallel to the sewer within 500mm (in plan). 
2. Where within three metres, foundations depth to be taken down 150mm below the invert level of 
the sewer. 
The works will be subject to approval under the 'Declaration of Works' self-certification process. 
 
It appears that the developer is intending to build close to a public foul sewer which is crossing the 
site. Building over a “public sewer” is not normally permitted by Southern Water.  
However, under certain circumstances building over a minor sewer may be allowed. The conditions 
and application associated with the build-over/close-to a public sewer are available at Southern 
Water's Get Connected service: https://developerservices.southernwater.co.uk. 
 
Condition: 
 
'In order to protect drainage apparatus, Southern Water requests that if consent is granted, the 
following condition is attached to the planning permission; prior to the commencement of 
development, the developer must advise the local authority, in consultation with Southern Water, of 
measures which will be undertaken to protect the public sewers. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
It is possible that a sewer now deemed to be public could be crossing the development site. 
Therefore, should any sewer be found during construction works, an investigation of the sewer will 
be required to ascertain its ownership before any further works commence on site. If this happens, 
please call our Customer Service Desk on 0330 303 0119. 
 
For further assistance, please contact Southern Water, Southern House, Yeoman Road, Worthing, 
West Sussex, BN13 3NX (TEL: 0330 303 0119) 
 
Website: southernwater.co.uk or by email at: SouthernWaterPlanning@southernwater.co.uk  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Future Growth Planning Team 
Developer Services  
 
Southernwater.co.uk/developing-building/planning-your-development 
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