From: Indea Chawk <indea.chawk@naturespaceuk.com>

Sent: 17 September 2026 08:00:00 UTC+01:00

To: "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>; "Laura Downs"
<Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>

Cc: "West Sussex" <westsussex@naturespaceuk.com>

Subject: Re: Consultee request for further supporting information- DM/26/1886 - Soles
Coppice Brantridge Lane Balcombe Haywards Heath

Attachments: MS DM-26-1886-RAMs Updated.pdf

Good morning Anna,

Thank you for providing this further update. We have reviewed the additional information and
attached final comments above.

Kind regards,

Indea Chawk (she/her)

Senior Operations Officer and Mental Health First Aider
NatureSpace Partnership

e: indea.chawk@naturespaceuk.com

m: 07760732977

w: www.natu respaceuk.com

Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
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***Please treat email as confidential, not for public viewing™***

From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>

Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2026 1:37 PM

To: Indea Chawk <indea.chawk@naturespaceuk.com>; Laura Downs
<lLaura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>

Subject: Consultee request for further supporting information- DM/26/1886 - Soles Coppice
Brantridge Lane Balcombe Haywards Heath

External: This email is from an external source. Please exercise caution with attachments, links,
or requests for information.

Dear Indea and Laura

Please see attached a supporting document, which the applicant has provided,
following the receipt of your comments on this application (dated 10.09.2026, see
below).

Please can you review this additional information and comment to me by return email? |
have sent a new consultation request to NatureSpace today.

| look forward to hearing from you.
Regards
Anna

Submit your planning application online.
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk

Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI
Planning Officer
Development Management

Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk http://www.midsussex.gov.uk
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From: David Young Sent: 15 September 2026 16:03

To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>

Subject: Re: Consultee request for further supporting information- DM/26/1886 - Soles Coppice
Brantridge Lane Balcombe Haywards Heath

Dear Anna,

| hope all is well. Kindly find further information as requested by nature space attached.
Please let me know if anything further.

Kindest regards,

David.

Sent from my iPhone

On 14 Sep 2026, at 10:07, Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
wrote:

Good morning David
| was on leave at the end of last week, but in my absence the attached reply
was received from the NatureSpace District Licensing Officer, at


mailto:anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk

NatureSpace Partnership. They were consulted as your property lies in a red
impact risk zone for Great Crested Newts.

They have requested further supporting information for their consideration
ahead of MSDC determining the application. Please see their comments in
full (attached). Contact details are included in the email below, should you
require further guidance on the additional information they require.

Once you have prepared the additional information please can you submit it
to me by email and | will reconsult the NatureSpace District Licensing
Officer, for their further comments.

| look forward to hearing from you.
Regards

Anna Tidey

Planning Officer

Submit your planning application online.
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk

Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI
Planning Officer
Development Management

Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk http://www.midsussex.gov.uk
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Working together for a Better Mid Sussex.
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From: West Sussex <westsussex@naturespaceuk.com>

Sent: 10 September 2026 09:39

To: planninginfo <planninginfo@midsussex.gov.uk>; Anna Tidey
<anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>

Cc: West Sussex <westsussex@naturespaceuk.com>

Subject: Consultee request - DM/26/1886 - Soles Coppice Brantridge Lane
Balcombe Haywards Heath

Sensitivity: Confidential

Some people who received this message don't often get email from westsussex@naturespaceuk.com. Learn why
this is important

Good morning,
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Please find attached on behalf of Laura Downs.

Kind regards,
Indea Chawk (she/her)

Senior Operations Officer and Mental Health First Aider
NatureSpace Partnership

e: indea.chawk@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07760732977

w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
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***Please treat email as confidential, not for public viewing***

The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information
contained in this email is legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot
guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email.
This email and any attachments may contain confidential information and is
intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you are not
the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding
of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this
email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44
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(0) 1444 458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from your
system. The views expressed within this email and any attachments are not
necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have
taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but
we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be
responsible for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in
connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments.

<MS DM-26-1886 - FIR.pdf>

The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying,
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments.
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments.
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Case Ref: DM/26/1886 - Updated Date: 17/09/2026

From: NatureSpace District Licence Officer Response: Subject to Conditions- Precautionary
Working Method Statement/ Reasonable
Avoidance Measures

Recommended Actions

We are satisfied with the additional ecological report submitted with this application and
recommend a compliance condition is used to secure the provision of a site-specific Reasonable
Avoidance Measures (RAMs) prior to commencement of development in relation to the
Supporting Statement Letter, Ref: Soles Coppice, Great Crested Newts (Case Ref. DM/26/1886),
The Ecology Co-Op, 15" September 2026.

Comments:

The applicant has provided an updated ecological report to reconfirm habitats and provide
reasonable avoidance measures to mitigate impacts [Supporting Statement Letter, Ref: Soles
Coppice, Great Crested Newts (Case Ref. DM/26/1886), The Ecology Co-Op, 15" September 2026].

This document confirms that a previous planning application in 2024 DM/24/1047 was approved
with reasonable avoidance measure based on the ecological information submitted at the time.
The updated letter reconfirms the habitat suitability stated in the original report confirming that
the areas of vegetation around the property have been managed to prevent suitability. The report
confirms that due to the limited potential for transversing the site a reasonable avoidance
approach is acceptable to mitigate for any residual impacts to great crested newts.

Reasonable Avoidance measures are provided on page 3 of this Supporting Statement Letter. We
recommend a compliance condition to secure the reasonable avoidance measures are complied
with should the development be permitted.

These comments are valid for 12 months (in line with CIEEM guidelines for ecological survey
lifespan) and if any additional or revised ecological information is submitted, we request that we
be re-consulted.

Contact details: info@naturespaceuk.com

Legislation, Policy and Guidance

Reasonable Likelihood of Protected Species

Permission can be refused if adequate information on protected species is not provided by an
applicant, as it will be unable to assess the impacts on the species and thus meet the requirements
of the National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) section 15, ODPM Circular 06/2005 or
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). The Council has the
power to request information under Article 4 of the Town and Country (Planning Applications)
Regulations 1988 (S11988.1812) (S3) which covers general information for full applications. CLG
2007 ‘The validation of planning applications’ states that applications should not be registered if
there is a requirement for an assessment of the impacts of a development on biodiversity
interests.

© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2026. This work is the copyright of NatureSpace Partnership Limited and is not to be
reproduced, edited, modified or used for any purposes without express written permission from NatureSpace
Partnership Limited.
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Section 99 of ODPM Circular 06/2005 states:

“It is essential that the presence or otherwise of protected species, and the extent that they may be
affected by the proposed development, is established before the planning permission is granted,
otherwise all relevant material considerations may not have been addressed in making the decision.
The need to ensure ecological surveys are carried out should therefore only be left to coverage under
planning conditions in exceptional circumstances, with the result that the surveys are carried out
after planning permission has been granted. However, bearing in mind the delay and cost that may
be involved, developers should not be required to undertake surveys for protected species unless
there is a reasonable likelihood of the species being present and affected by development. Where
this is the case, the survey should be completed and any necessary measures to protect the species
should be in place, through conditions and / or planning obligations before permission is granted.”

Great crested newts

Great crested newts and their habitats are fully protected under the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Therefore, it is illegal to deliberately capture, injure, kill,
disturb or take great crested newts or to damage or destroy breeding sites or resting places. Under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) it is illegal to intentionally or recklessly disturb
any great crested newts occupying a place of shelter or protection, or to obstruct access to any place
of shelter or protection (see the legislation or seek legal advice for full details). Local planning
authorities have a statutory duty in exercising of all their functions to ‘have regard, so far is
consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving and enhancing
biodiversity,” as stated under section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006
(as amended), as well as a duty under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
(as amended) to have regard to the requirements of the Habitats Directive. As a result, GCN and
their habitats are a material consideration in the planning process.

Lifespan of Ecological Reports and Surveys

Validity of ecological reports and surveys can become compromised overtime due to being out-of-
date. CIEEM Advice note on the Lifespan of Ecological Reports and Surveys (CIEEM, 2019 states, if
the age of data is between 12-18 months, “the report authors should highlight whether they
consider it likely to be necessary to update surveys”. If the age of the data is between 18 months to
3 years an updated survey and report will be required and anything more than 3 years old “The
report is unlikely to still be valid and most, if not all, of the surveys are likely to need to be
updated”.

© NatureSpace Partnership Limited 2026. This work is the copyright of NatureSpace Partnership Limited and is not to be
reproduced, edited, modified or used for any purposes without express written permission from NatureSpace
Partnership Limited.





