
From:                                 Adam Greenslade <adam@abeldc.co.uk>
Sent:                                  08 January 2026 18:59:03 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Steven King" <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: DM/25/2442
Attachments:                   5244 - ENH1 - Enhancements Plan_RevB.pdf, 1005244 let 016 let lighting.pdf, 
5244 - Enhancement Brochure - RevD.pdf

Hi Steve,

Sorry for the delay. Fun and games getting an Ecologist pinned down in silly season!

Please see attached. I trust this does the trick.

Adam

Adam Greenslad
e

 | Founder & Technical Directo
r
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From: Steven King <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Thursday, 6 November 2025 at 13:41
To: Adam Greenslade <adam@abeldc.co.uk>
Subject: DM/25/2442

Hi Adam
 
I’ve received the attached consultation response from our Ecological Consultant regarding the 
above conditions discharge application.
 
As you can see, they have asked for further information in relation to condition 26. I’d be grateful 
for your response this request please.
 
Regards
 

tel:07506%20710181
mailto:adam@abeldc.co.uk
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Steve
 
 
Steven King, BSc (Hons) Dip TP, MRTPI
Team Leader, Major Development
Mid Sussex District Council
01444 477556
 
Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk
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Our ref: 1005244/AN/AH/16.let.lighting 


 
08 January 2026 
 
Ecology Officer 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath 
West Sussex 
RH16 1SS 


 
 


Sent By E-Mail Only 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
LAND SOUTH OF CRAWLEY DOWN ROAD, FELBRIDGE, EAST GRINSTEAD, WEST SUSSEX – CONDITION 
26: LIGHTING DESIGN SCHEME FOR BIODIVERSITY (OUTLINE PLANNING CONSENT REF: DM/23/0810)  
 
Planning permission was granted on 13th June 2025 (Ref: DM/23/0810) for the above site, which is 
subject to a number of conditions that relate to ecology including (but not limited to) Condition 26, 
which states: 
 
“Prior to occupation of any dwellings, a lighting design scheme for biodiversity shall be submitted to 
and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The scheme shall identify those features on 
site that are particularly sensitive for bats and that are likely to cause disturbance along important 
routes used for foraging; and show how and where external lighting will be installed (through the 
provision of appropriate lighting contour plans, lsolux drawings and technical specifications) so that it 
can be clearly demonstrated that areas to be lit will not disturb or prevent bats using their territory. 
 
All external lighting shall be installed in accordance with the specifications and locations set out in the 
scheme and maintained thereafter in accordance with the scheme. Under no circumstances should any 
other external lighting be installed without prior consent from the local planning authority.” 
 
This letter provides details of the areas sensitive for bats and the lighting measures to be implemented 
in order to safeguard faunal species during the proposed works the development to fully address the 
requirements of Condition 26 of Planning Permission DM/23/0810, with respect to the Phase 1 area 
of the site. 
 
a) Identification of areas/features particularly sensitive to bats and that are likely to cause disturbance 
to roosting and foraging.  
 
The retained woodland and off-site line of trees are of value to foraging and commuting bats, with 
surveys recording a number of commuting bats frequently using these habitats. Specifically, the survey 
work that informed the planning permission concluded that; 
 
“The hedgerows, woodland and other areas of tree cover within the site offer foraging/commuting 
habitat for bats and indeed foraging and commuting bats were recorded during the activity surveys, 
while the walked activity transect surveys indicated bat activity to be focussed on individual bats 
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foraging and commuting along the woodland edge and hedgerow corridors. Common and Soprano 
Pipistrelle (both common species of bat) were the most frequently recorded species when considering 
all the survey work combined, representing the vast majority of registrations. Other species recorded 
include Noctule, Serotine, unidentified ‘big bats’, Myotis species and Long-eared Bat species, all of 
which were recorded at very low levels, albeit a slight peak in Myotis activity occurred during the final 
(October) walked transect survey. Woodland and boundary vegetation such as hedgerows and treelines 
occur frequently in the surrounding area. Taking this into account, together with the levels of activity 
and species recorded during the survey work, the site is considered to be of no more than local/district 
level value to bats. The woodland and boundary corridors will be retained under the proposals, such 
that they will continue to provide suitable corridors and opportunities for foraging and commuting bats 
in line with the current position.” 
 
As the hedgerows and woodland are being retained and protected under the proposals, the proposals 
will enable bats to continue to use such habitats for foraging and commuting around the local area. 
There is an increased likelihood that the scale of additional lighting associated with the proposed 
residential development will affect local bat species. However, proposed lighting is restricted to areas 
of hardstanding and built areas and falls away to less than 1 lux at boundary features, such that the 
existing treelines will not be exposed to light levels greater than 1 lux (especially true of the woodland 
along the southern boundary which is of greater importance to foraging/commuting bats), thereby 
maintaining a darker corridor for use by foraging bats. 
 
Finally, the proposed lighting has been assessed against the proposed new bat roosts. As detailed 
within the Ecological Enhancement Scheme (EES) document (ref: DM/23/0810), a number of faunal 
enhancement features are being provided including the provision of Ibstock Enclosed ‘C’ Bat Boxes (or 
similar). To increase the likelihood that such roost boxes are used by bats, the Street Lighting Isolux 
Contours plans (ref: EVO20033901-AC-004-C by Enerveo, dated 23 June 2025) was used to position 
such boxes in areas of 1 lux or lower. A number of roost boxes were also positioned adjacent to suitable 
foraging habitat such as the retained offsite woodland and area of proposed public open wildflower 
grassland along the southern site boundary. Overall, it can be confirmed that the proposed  
 
b) Location and specification of proposed external lighting. 
 
The above reference to a 1lux lighting level has been taken from the proposed Street Lighting Isolux 
Contours plans (ref: EVO20033901-AC-004-C by Enerveo, dated 23 June 2025) which includes technical 
specifications for proposed street lighting for the Phase 1 area.  
 
In addition, the lighting strategy specifies that luminaires will emit a warm white spectrum at 2,700k, 
which is favourable to foraging bats. Additionally, the proposed bollard luminaires have custom 
dimming profiles which can schedule dusk/dawn sensors. It is therefore considered that the proposed 
lighting strategy will have a minimal effect on bats and other nocturnal species. 
 
I trust that this addresses all requirements of condition 26, but should there be any questions please 
do contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 


 
Andrew Holyoak 
Associate  
 
(andrew.holyoak@aspect-ecology.com) 








Integra�ng ecology into the built environment


Barra� David Wilson Homes Southern Coun�es 


Land at Crawley Down Road, Felbridge


Biodiversity Enhancement Layout


to address the stated requirements of Condi�on 14 of Planning Permission DM/23/0810







1 Felbridge Enhancement Plan


Introduction


Aspect Ecology is ac�ng on behalf of Barra� David Wilson Homes Southern 
Coun�es in respect of ecological ma�ers at land at Crawley Down Road, Felbridge. 
The site was granted full planning permission on 30 May 2025 (ref: DM/23/0810), 
for the erec�on of 200 new dwellings together with associated access, parking, 
landscaping and open space, in line with the proposed alloca�on.


The planning permission is subject to a number of condi�ons. Planning Condi�on 
14 states:


“No development above Damp Proof Course shall take place un�l a Biodiversity 
Enhancement Layout, providing the finalised details and loca�ons of the 
enhancement measures contained within the Ecological Appraisal (including 
confiden�al appendix) (Aspect Ecology Ltd., March 2023), has been submi�ed to 
and approved in wri�ng by the local planning authority. The enhancement 
measures shall be implemented in accordance with the approved 
details prior to occupa�on and all features shall be retained in that manner 
therea�er. 


Reason: To enhance protected and Priority species and allow the LPA to discharge 
its du�es under the s40 of the NERC Act 2006 (Priority habitats & species) and to 
accord with policy DP38 of the Mid Sussex District Plan 2014-2031.”


The purpose of this document is therefore to provide details rela�ng to the 
required Biodiversity Enhancement Layout in order to address the stated 
requirements of planning condi�ons 14.


Informa�on set out includes the scope and range of habitat and faunal 
enhancements that will be delivered by the development.
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Habitat Enhancements


Felbridge Enhancement Plan


Na�ve and Ornamental Trees and Shrubs
A range of na�ve and ornamental trees and shrubs 
will be planted throughout the development which 
will enhance the connec�vity across the site and 
provide new habitat opportuni�es for a range of 
faunal species.


Na�ve Hedgerows
Na�ve hedgerows will be planted at some of the site 
boundaries and within the site which, together with 
the new tree and shrub plan�ng, will enhance 
connec�vity across the site.


Wildflower and Wetland Grasslands
A variety of new, species-rich grassland areas will be 
created within the open space areas of the site. These 
will create a variety of new opportuni�es for faunal 
species and increase the diversity of habitats within 
the site.
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Faunal Enhancements


Felbridge Enhancement Plan


Bats
To increase roos�ng opportuni�es for bats on the site, 
Ibstock Enclosed bat boxes ('c' or similar) will be 
incorporated into the buildings with 20 boxes across 
the development.


Ibstock bat boxes are designed with Pipistrelle bat 
species in mind. Available in all brick types and in 
various sizes, it is a discrete home for bats with 
several roos�ng zones inside the box. They are Ideal 
for new build developments and conserva�on work. 
The boxes are maintenance free as the entrance is at 
the bo�om of the box.


Bird Boxes
To increase nes�ng opportuni�es for birds on site, 
swi� bricks and Schwegler (1MR Avianex or similar) 
nest boxes are installed on buildings with 10 nest 
boxes and 200 swi� bricks (grouped in 3s) across the 
development.


Schwegler bird boxes have the highest rates of 
occupa�on of all types of box. They are designed to 
mimic natural nest sites and provide a stable 
environment for chick rearing and winter roos�ng. 
The 32mm entrance hole is ideal for urban species 
such as coal �ts, blue �ts, great �ts and house 
sparrows (a declining Red List Species).


Swi� Bricks
Swi� bricks are designed to provide permanent 
nes�ng sites for hole-nes�ng birds which is designed 
to be unobtrusive and blend into the fabric of the 
building.







4 Felbridge Enhancement Plan


Hedgehogs
Hedgehogs are significantly affected by habitat 
fragmenta�on in the form of fences and roads. 
Having cut-outs in garden fences greatly increases 
their ability to move freely between suitable foraging 
patches. 


Gaps will be a minimum of 15cm high and 15cm 
wide. Alterna�vely, specifically designed gavel boards 
are available from a variety of suppliers.


Invertebrates
Dead and decaying wood is an important wildlife 
habitat used by many species of beetle and other 
invertebrate. Wood/Log piles are also a good foraging 
resource for species higher up the food chain 
including birds bats and terrestrial mammals.


6 log habitats will be created across the development.


Bee Bricks
Bee bricks have been designed to create a safe, all 
year-round nes�ng site for solitary bees, who face 
massive decline due to loss of habitat. The bee bricks 
will be built into suitable south-facing walls, located at 
least 1m off the ground. Solitary bees are non-
aggressive and child and pet friendly.


Solitary bee larvae







5 Felbridge Enhancement Plan (West)


Biodiversity Enhancement Plan







6 Felbridge Enhancement Plan (East)


Biodiversity Enhancement Plan
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