
From:                                 Oliver Benson <Oliver.Benson@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  24 April 2025 11:00:29 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Steve Ashdown" <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 
Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe

Dear Anna, 
 
I wouldn’t be able to comment on condition 11, but in terms of condition 13, 14 and 15,  I can 
comment on the necessity of contaminated land conditions for the conversion of old agricultural 
barns dating back to the 19th century, which have continued to be used for agricultural use until 
recently. The application proposes converting these barns into residential properties with soft 
landscaping. 
 
Such conditions are necessary to consider the potential contaminants commonly found in 
agricultural sites, particularly in barn areas. Potential concerns include: 
 

1. Pesticides and Herbicides: Agricultural barns often stored pesticides and herbicides. 
These chemicals can seep into the surrounding soil, causing contamination. 

2. Chemical Storage Residues: Old barns sometimes served as storage areas for fuels, 
fertilisers, and other chemicals. 

3. Asbestos and Lead-Based Paint: Many barns built before the 1980s contain materials 
like asbestos and lead-based paint. 

4. Equipment and Machinery: The use of various farm equipment and machinery, such 
as tractors, sprayers, and harvesters, can introduce contaminants like oil, grease, and 
hydraulic fluids into the environment. 
 

Given these potential contaminants, it is necessary to conduct a site assessment. If no risk is 
identified at that stage, conditions 13 and 14 can be discharged in their entirety. However, if the 
assessment identifies a risk from complete contaminant linkages, appropriate remediation 
measures will need to be implemented to ensure the safety and health of future occupants, who 
will represent a higher risk receptor than the current use.  
 
I hope this information provides a clearer understanding of the necessity of a contaminated land 
condition for the agricultural barns. Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or 
require further details. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Oliver 
 
Oliver Benson 
Senior Environmental Health Officer  
Environmental Protection Team 
Tel: 01444 477 059 
Email: oliver.benson@midsussex.gov.uk 
Website: www.midsussex.gov.uk 
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From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 24 April 2025 10:27
To: Oliver Benson <Oliver.Benson@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Ollie 
There has been ongoing correspondence with the Agent regarding the Draft planning conditions 
for this application. 
Unfortunately the Agent is not agreeable to the revised wording for Draft Condition 11 which I 
have recommended, see below: 
  
11. A Biodiversity Enhancement Layout for biodiversity enhancements listed in the 
Ecological Impact Assessment (Kent Sussex Ecology, September 2024) shall be submitted 
to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. 
The content of the Biodiversity Enhancement Layout shall include the following: 
. detailed designs or product descriptions for biodiversity enhancements; and 
. locations, orientations and heights for biodiversity enhancements on appropriate 
drawings. 
The enhancement measures shall be implemented in accordance with the approved details 
prior to occupation and all features shall be retained in that manner thereafter. 
 
Reason: To enhance protected and Priority species & habitats and allow the LPA to 
discharge its duties under paragraph 187d of the NPPF 2024 and s40 of the NERC Act 2006 
(as amended). 
 
Please can I ask if this condition is, in your opinion, essential for the approval of the conversion? 
I do have the option to recommend the application is refused if the condition is not agreed. 
 
Thank you 
Anna 
 



---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
 
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
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From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 14 April 2025 15:37
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>; Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Anna and Steve 
 
Many thanks for considering my concerns. 
 
At a risk of being very trying I still question the need for drawings for both condition 3 and 5. The 
building may be in part a NDHA, but the site is also very confined with practically no impact on 
the street scene. The nature of the building will require bespoke joinery. The garden is very 
small. Drawing fences and gates for this seems over the top. For ease of reference I attach the 
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red line area. The proposal removes two containers that have been there for many years and no 
one has apparently noticed. 
 
The building has been used for small scale agricultural and equestrian uses, so I am not quite 
sure what the risk of contamination could be? I deal with many conversions of this type and this 
condition does seem needlessly onerous? Surely a condition requiring further work if 
contamination is found would be much more proportionate? 
 
I appreciate I can appeal these conditions but what a bad use of everyone’s time when a little 
thought now as to what is really necessary to meet the Six tests would be far more efficient? 
 
Best wishes 
 
Judith 
 
 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Monday 14 April 2025 at 14:41
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian 
Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith  
Further to our correspondence last week I have now had the opportunity to review and discuss 
Draft conditions 11, 13 and 14 with Steve Ashdown. 
 
As a result Condition 11 has been reworded to include a trigger for the condition to come into 
effect. This has made it a condition that will come into effect ‘prior to occupation’ rather than 
being a ‘pre commencement’ condition, see Revised Draft Conditions list attached. 
 
Condition 13 – this condition is essential as it has been requested by the Contaminated Land 
Officer to protect the future occupiers from any potential contaminants in the building which will 
be converted. If this condition is not accepted I will have to recommend that the application is 
Refused. Your client does, of course, have the option to Appeal any planning conditions that 
they find unacceptable. 
 
Condition 14 – This is not a pre commencement condition. Again your client does have a right of 
Appeal. 
 
I await your further response ahead of finalising my recommendation. 
Regards 
Anna  
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
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From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 11 April 2025 15:56
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Anna, yes happy to agree EOT. Best Judith 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Friday 11 April 2025 at 15:45
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian 
Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith 
Thank you for your email. I will be in touch next week. 
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Just to be clear, please can you confirm that you do agree to the EOT date of 
22.04.2025? 
 
Thank you 
Regards 
Anna 
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From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 11 April 2025 15:32
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: fiona@yewtreefarm.biz
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Subject: Re: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Anna, yes fine. Many thanks for your response. I think it would be helpful if you showed Steve 
the complete list of the conditions. 
 
I do not wish to be unhelpful but in view of the nature of the building I want to keep the 
conditions to a proportionate level. As you know I have agreed to several of the proposed 
conditions as set out in my email dated 10 April. 
 
Thank you for your continued efforts on this. 
 
Hope you have a good weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Judith 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Friday 11 April 2025 at 15:22
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Joanne Fisher <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>, Steve Ashdown 
<Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian 
Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith 
Thank you for your email. 
I note your concerns and comments with regards to the proposed pre commencement 
conditions, which I sent to you on 28th March 2025, see attached. 
 
I note that you have raised concerns within 10 working days of the notification,  in accordance 
with government guidance on the use of planning conditions and the Town and Country 
Planning (Pre-commencement Conditions) Regulations 2018), see 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/use-of-planning-conditions#the-use-of-pre-commencement-
conditions 
 
From your comments I understand that the contentious conditions are:  
 
3. Requires detailed drawings, at an appropriate large scale, including sections and annotated 
to show materials and finishes, of the following: 
-typical examples of windows and external doors and 
-typical eaves details 
to be submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority 
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5. Requires elevational drawings of new or altered boundary treatments and gates to be 
submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority 
 
11. Requires a Biodiversity Enhancement Layout for biodiversity enhancements listed in the 
Ecological Impact Assessment (Kent Sussex Ecology, September 2024) to be submitted 
to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
 
13. Requires submission of a scheme to deal with the risks associated with contamination of the 
site, including the identification and removal of asbestos containing materials, with a preliminary 
risk assessment and a site investigation scheme to be submitted to and approved by the Local 
Planning Authority. 
 
14. Requires a verification plan to be drawn up by a competent person to show that the 
remediation scheme required and approved has been implemented fully and in accordance with 
the approved details. 
 
In accordance with government guidance there are various ways forward for the local planning 
authority in this situation: 
 
The options to take this matter forward are either: 
i. grant planning permission without the pre-commencement condition, 
ii. seek written agreement to an alternative pre-commencement condition, or 
iii. refuse to grant permission (if it considers that the disputed pre-commencement condition is 
necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms). 
 
Following on from my correspondence with you yesterday, in which I justified the reasons for 
these Draft conditions, I will speak to my Senior Officer, Steve Ashdown, on Monday next 
week. 
I will then confirm to you which of the three above options we choose to take. 
 
In the meantime I am aware that the agreed Extension of Time runs out today. I shall 
therefore be grateful if you can confirm your agreement to another short Extension of 
time for the Decision Target Date until after Easter to 22nd April 2025. 
 
Thank you 
Regards 
Anna  
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From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 10 April 2025 15:48
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Anna, I have looked at this again and just cannot agree the level of information you are 
seeking? 
 
I take issue with the amount of drawing you are asking for. Why is it necessary to draw a 
fence  for example? 
 
This building is being treated as if it was listed, and I am happy to provide some info but ‘to a 
large scale”? 
 
I seriously question the need for 11,13, 14, happy to keep 15. 
 
Happy to agree E of T. 
 
Best 
 
Judith 
 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Thursday 10 April 2025 at 12:07
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian 
Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith  
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Thank you for your further email. I do have to be guided by Consultees and in this case I do 
agree that the recommended conditions are appropriate and will meet the conditions tests. 
 
Just to be clear, can you accept the pre commencement conditions? 
If you are not in agreement I will need to take this off the list for determination today. 
Thank you. 
Regards 
Anna  
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From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 10 April 2025 11:12
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Anna, writing  as a full member of the IHBC, I did provide evidence on the history of the barn 
going back to the Tithe. Very little of the original structure remains. It was not a curtilage building 
to Kings Farm.  I could  bore you to death on curtilage buildings as most of the time this is 
misunderstood. 
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I am very happy to agree as I  suggested  in my response but the PPG is clear that conditions 
do need to meet the Six tests. The list you have given me does seem to be overkill for a very 
small project? 
 
A condition may be suggested by a consultee but surely you as the officer have discretion? 
 
Best 
 
Judith 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Thursday 10 April 2025 at 10:50
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>, Joanne Fisher 
<Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Agent consideration of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian 
Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith 
Thank you for your email regarding the draft pre-commencement conditions for this application, 
see attached list for reference. 
I have the following responses to your comments: 
 

1. Should the BNG comment be an informative? This is the standard wording that 
MSDC is using for BNG. There are also BNG notes attached to the Decision 
Notice. 

2. Condition 2 Fine 
3. Condition 3, this seems more appropriate for a listed building? We are not dealing with 

one of those! I think this is disproportionate in terms of the level of detail but happy to 
provide a list of materials but the drawing work suggested  seems excessive. The 
reason for the requested level of detail is due to the historic significance of the 
barn. Emily Wade (MSDC Conservation Officer considers that: ‘The barn is distant 
from Kings Farmhouse, but it appears on our earliest OS maps. It looks like an 
out farm, i.e. farmyard set in fields some way from its farmhouse, built to make 
the farming of more distant fields easier- and may therefore be of interest as an 
NDHA if not as a curtilage listed building.‘ 

4. Guttering. Ok. 
5. Again, I think this is disproportionate and would be willing to agree a schedule of 

boundary treatments, but the area of garden is so small and restricted I cannot see why 
a landscape condition is reasonably necessary? The reason for the requested level 
of detail is due to the historic significance of the barn and will preserve the 
setting. 

6. Fine 
7. The treatment  plant is a  building regs issue . Drawing 5081-02 makes the point the 

volume of roof water does not change. This seems disproportionate. This condition is 
as recommended by the Drainage Engineers. 

8. Fine 
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9. !!!! Yes, I think there is room for bikes but in this rural location does it need to be a 
planning condition? This condition is as recommended by WSCC Highways 
Authority. 

10. Fine 
11. No. We have addressed this in 10. This condition is as recommended by the MSDC 

Ecologist. 
12. Fine 
13. Not necessary. Disproportionate for a small farm building that has been used for 

agriculture/equestrian use. This condition is as recommended by the MSDC 
Contaminated Land Officer. This is not unusual in the case of former 
agricultural/equestrian building conversion proposals. 

14. Not necessary. Disproportionate. This condition is as recommended by the MSDC 
Contaminated Land Officer. This is not unusual in the case of former 
agricultural/equestrian building conversion proposals. It is for the safety of the 
future residents. 

15. Ditto. 
 
As I have explained above there are sound planning reasons for the proposed conditions. I 
am of the opinion that they would meet Government Guidance with regards to the 
imposition of planning conditions and the 6 tests, as explained in Paragraph 55 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework, see  
Use of planning conditions - GOV.UK 
 
I therefore intend to finalise my recommendation today, to allow a decision to be issued within 
the agreed EOT date, which expires tomorrow.  
My recommendation is for the application to be approved with the full list of conditions, as 
drafted.  
Your client has the option to Appeal the conditions if they are not in agreement. 
Regards 
Anna  
 
----------------------------------------------Government guidance  
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fuse-of-planning-conditions&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C239c712029534318af8308dd8316d85a%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638810856474158936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bc6KgnxjxPLhSBdW1RgzVtBC%2B21q5FSCnhbT6WqwCIA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C239c712029534318af8308dd8316d85a%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638810856474179905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1hCVszIgzZV3AS1e6wUAdag69Efy9hrDpBMQLHeEjXs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anna.hilditch@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C239c712029534318af8308dd8316d85a%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638810856474198030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cX2Z%2BDdNLxAldmZcbtTfB8%2BikIpZSDq%2Bo1JD7zO%2F5Bc%3D&reserved=0


 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 

 
 
 
From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 10 April 2025 10:06
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: fiona@yewtreefarm.biz
Subject: Re: EOT for considerations of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Anna 
 
Many thanks for this. 
 
A few thoughts. 
 

1. Should the BNG comment be an informative? 
2. Condition 2 Fine 
3. Condition 3, this seems more appropriate for a listed building? We are not dealing with 

one of those! I think this is disproportionate in terms of the level of detail but happy to 
provide a list of materials but the drawing work suggested  seems excessive. 

4. Guttering. Ok. 
5. Again, I think this is disproportionate and would be willing to agree a schedule of 

boundary treatments, but the area of garden is so small and restricted I cannot see why 
a landscape condition is reasonably necessary? 

6. Fine 
7. The treatment  plant is a  building regs issue . Drawing 5081-02 makes the point the 

volume of roof water does not change. This seems disproportionate. 
8. Fine 
9. !!!! Yes, I think there is room for bikes but in this rural location does it need to be a 

planning condition? 
10. Fine 
11. No. We have addressed this in 10. 
12. Fine 
13. Not necessary. Disproportionate for a small farm building that has been used for 

agriculture/equestrian use. 
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14. Not necessary. Disproportionate. 
15. Ditto. 

 
Best wishes 
 
Judith 
 
 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Wednesday 9 April 2025 at 12:41
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>, Steven King 
<Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>, Joanne Fisher <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: EOT for considerations of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 Equestrian 
Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith 
Following on from your email of 28th March 2025, before your holiday, please can you confirm 
whether you have had the opportunity to review the Draft Pre commencement conditions with 
your client? 
If these are agreed I will be able to pass the report to a Senior Officer today/tomorrow. 
Unfortunately due to staffing shortages this will not be possible on Friday this week. 
Regards 
Anna Tidey 
Planning Officer 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
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Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
 
 
From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 28 March 2025 12:36
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Request for EOT for considerations of pre commencement conditions - DM/24/2912 
Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Anna, many thanks. Very happy to agree the E o T to 11 April. Best wishes Judith 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Friday 28 March 2025 at 12:15
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Request for EOT for considerations of pre commencement conditions - 
DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith  
 
Thank you for taking my call this morning regarding the above application. 

I have written a draft report and I attach a list of draft conditions for your perusal, 
including pre commencement conditions. I shall be grateful if you can discuss these with 
your client. I look forward to your confirmation that these are acceptable? 

Please be aware that the conditions are all in draft at this stage, and at this time 
the decision is still pending. 

I shall be grateful if you can respond by email to me to provide your agreement to the 
wording of conditions. 

Please can you also agree to an Extension of time to 11th April 2025, as we 
discussed so that you can address the conditions on your return from leave at 
your earliest convenience.  

If there are any matters that you would like to discuss please call or email me. 

Kind regards  

Anna  

 
 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
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http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
 
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 19 March 2025 12:30
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Additional submissions for Tree Officer Comment - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London 
Road, Balcombe 
 
Hi Anna, are we on track for the 28 March for this one? 
 
Best 
 
Judith 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Monday 3 March 2025 at 12:29
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
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Subject: RE: Additional submissions for Tree Officer Comment - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, 
London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith 
Thank you for the additional tree information. I have forwarded this to Emma Rivett and 
reconsulted her for further comments. 
The PE date for this re-consultation expires on 24th March 2025.  
 
I therefore request your agreement to an Extension of time for the Decision Target date 
to 28.03.2025.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Regards 
Anna 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
 
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
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From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 01 March 2025 15:40
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Jo Outram <jo@therpp.co.uk>
Subject: Re: Tree Officer Comments - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Emma 
 
Here is the tree survey you asked for. 
 
Best 
 
Judith 
 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Tuesday 18 February 2025 at 13:46
To: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk>
Cc: Emma Rivett <Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Tree Officer Comments - DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Judith  
Thank you for your email. I note your comments regarding the tree protection measures that 
have been annotated on the Proposed Plans. I have discussed the submitted information in 
detail with Emma Rivett, MSDC Tree Officer, and I agree that the application is lacking in 
required supporting details, as outlined in the email chain below. 
 
If submitted, a full Arboricultural Survey and AMS would have provided the additional 
information that Emma has requested. I support her request. I consider that the requested 
information would inform any future developer of the site, to ensure that the trees are best 
protected. 
 
Unfortunately I do not agree that the amount of detail that has been provided is sufficient for me 
to take the application forward for determination. 
 
I await your further response. 
Regards 
Anna 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
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Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 

 
 
 
From: Judith Norris <judith@therpp.co.uk> 
Sent: 18 February 2025 12:20
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Jo Outram <jo@therpp.co.uk>
Subject: Tree Comments 
 
Hi Anna 
 
The tree officer seems to be agreeing with our assessment the trees will not be affected on the 
basis they are protected. 
 
As the business name suggests we are routinely working in sites close to woodland. 
 
The plan I sent over contained a considerable amount of information including the retention of 
the existing fences. 
 
Is yet more information really necessary? 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Judith 
  
Judith Norris BSc MSc FRICS IHBC FBIAC 

  

The Rural Planning Practice 

office@therpp.co.uk | www.therpp.co.uk 

Cirencester | Cranbrook 
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This email is intended solely for the addressee(s) and may be confidential. If you 
are not the named addressee, or if the message has been addressed to you in 
error please contact the sender and delete the message. 
  
 
Dear Judith 
I have received further comments from Emma Rivett, MSDC Tree Officer, following your email 
of 03.02.2025. 
 
It will be helpful in my determination of the application if you can provide the supporting 
information that Emma has requested. Please can you provide me with a timescale from the 
submission of this additional information as I will need to reconsult Emma. 
 
I am mindful that the Decision Target Date is approaching (07.03.2025).  
Regards 
Anna  
 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk   
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk   
 
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
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From: Emma Rivett <Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 18 February 2025 10:02
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: DM/24/2912 Equestrian Yard, London Road, Balcombe 
 
Dear Anna, 
 
I have read the comments from Judith Norris dated the 3rd February, and find that the document 
is still lacking information that I would expect to see in order to protect the trees which are to be 
retained on and adjacent to the site boundary.  
 
I would expect to be given details including categorisation of the trees, details of age, condition, 
and life expectancy, as well as any defects. I expect a full Arboricultural Survey to accompany 
the Arboricultural Method Statement. 
 
Further I think that there is adequate space to protect the trees at the front of the development, 
between the site boundary and the highway, from machinery/deliveries etc and request that this 
be considered and presented on a clearly visible plan, either before determination or as a Pre-
Commencement Condition. 
 
I will await further details, and I will comment further upon receipt. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Emma 
 
Emma Rivett 
Assistant Tree Officer-Development Management 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
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