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Rev  Description Date
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Site Landscape General Arrangement Plan

Scale Date Drawn Checked 
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Status 

Borde Hill Garden

13.10.25 KK MR Planning
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The following document has been prepared by 

Erect Architecture to summarise design changes 

proposed to the development for ‘Reinventing 

Borde Hill’. These include changes to:

• Outdoor play and learning area - relocation 

of the play from the ancient woodland to the 

open parkland.

• Landscape interventions to the South Park 

Landscape - minor changes to the layout and 

specification of the path network.

• Eco Lodge at Robertsmere Lake- minor 

changes to fenestration and doors in 

response to the reduction in decking during 

the planning process.

The amendments have been led by design 

development; responding to the ecology officer’s 

comments to the location of the play area and 

responding to technical development of the Eco 

Lodge through its reduction of scale.

The changes have been developed with Borde Hill’s 

long term vision at the heart, and sensitively 

respond to the challenges faced. Amendments 

have been summarised and justified in the 

following document, however proposals should be 

read in conjunction with Borde Hill’s wider vision for 

the site which is outlined in the DAS which 

accompanies the approved application 

DM/24/0433

Introduction
1.1 Summary

2

1

2

3

1
3

Proposed site plan

Sugworth 

Farm

South 

Park
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Quercus kelloggii
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TBC
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Alder, Common
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A2
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Walnut, Black
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558b*

Maple, Norway
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Rhododendron spp
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547a*

Holm Oak Hybrid TBC
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Oak, English

B2
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Oak, English
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479a
Larch spp

U

479b

Larch gmelinii
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491
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Quercus spp

C2
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Ash, Common
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Quercus acutissima

B2

433

Quercus spp
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435
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Ash, Common

C2

443

Cupressus lusitanica

C2

444

Cupressus lusitanica

C2
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Oak, English

B3

192a

Quercus trojana

A1,2

311a
Elder

C2

412

Ash, Common

C2

470a
Acer spp

C2

177

Oak spp

B2

Dead stump

(Quercus ilicifolia)

261a

Hazel, Common

C2

261b

Hazel, Common

C2

447b*

Lime, Common

B2

437a*

Quercus ilex var ballota

B2

459

Quercus x ludoviciana

B1,2

700

Alder

C2

701

Alder

C2

702

Dawn Redwood

C2

703

Alder

C2

704

Dawn Redwood

C2

705

Quercus coccinea
B1,2

705a*

Oak, English

B2

706

Zelkova carpinifolia

B1,2

707

Oak, English

B2

708

Oak, English

B2

709

Populus spp

C2

710

Oak, English

A1,2

Estimated actual

location of jump

Coxwell on cellweb

109c*
Pyrus ussuriensis

B2

711*

Birch, Downy

B2

712*

Maple, Silver
B2,3

714*

Lime, Small-leaved

B1,2

715*

Oak, English

B1,2

716*

Cedar of Lebanon
B1,2

G717*

Mixed Conifers

B2

G719*
Mixed Broadleaves

C2

Proposed new

paths 1.8m width -

Coxwell gravel on

cellweb

Foraging planting along

woodland edge

Proposed new

path 1.8m width -

Coxwell gravel

Pebble beach

Proposed TTN heavy

vehicular build up -

tractor crossing 3.1m

wide

Proposed new path

1.8m width - Golden

gravel infill on cellweb

Proposed new turning head

- Full construction with

golden gravel wearing

course

Proposed woodland

edge scrub

Proposed gathering

area with benches

Protection planting

around Oak

Proposed resting point

Proposed resting

point

Widening of path

to create resting

points

Proposed turning point

Proposed pedestrian/fire access

track. 3.1m wide full construction

with golden gravel wearing

course with timber edge

Proposed pedestrian/fire

access track

Rubber grass matting

Mown grass path

1.8m width

Dinosaur Wood

Splash Pond

Zip line

Clearing in

trees

Learning

shelter

Swing in

valley

Basket

swing

Sensory music

area

Junior adventure

play

Early years

play

KEY

Application Boundary

Eco Lodge - indicative position -

refer to arch. package

Play & learning opportunities -

refer to arch. package

Dinosaur wood - extent of area

Coxwell gravel area with 50mm timber

edge - pedestrian loading

Recycled plastic sleeper retaining for

screening planting & raised beds

Mixed shrub planting on slope

Car park of Golpla vehicular loading

with 5-10mm golden gravel infill

Polytunnel

Existing tree cover (arb survey_January

2024)

Proposed new orchard trees

Existing woodland floor

Grassed berms (screening accessible

parkland path)

Entrance kiosk at South Lodge -

refer to arch. package

Proposed new foraging planting

Ancient woodland boundary 15m offset

Ancient woodland boundary

Coxwell gravel - Pedestrian loading

with 50mm timber edge, 1.8m wide

Coxwell gravel on cellweb 50mm

timber edge, 1.8m wide

Macadam full construction - pedestrian

TTN - Heavy vehicular build up for

tractor crossing 3.1m, wide

Golpla - Light vehicle with 5-10mm golden

gravel with 50mm timber edge, 1.8m wide

Mown grass path 1.8m width

Golden gravel infill on cellweb 50mm

timber edge, 1.8m wide

Golpla - Pedestrian loading golden gravel

infill with 50mm timber edge, 1.8m wide

Proposed bike racks

Veteran tree protection zone

0 5 10 20m 40m 60m 80m 100m

1

2

• Previous Location 

• Relocation of the play

1

2

Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning - Location review

Previously proposed location of play site plan Proposed site plan illustrating previously proposed (1) and currently proposed (2) play
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Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning - Location review cont.

Play Area Location Option 2

Located north of Dinosaur Wood
Distance from new Eco-Lodge - 200m 

Pros:
• Potential to extend woodland to wrap play space.
• Noise of children playing not heard from Eco-

Lodge.
• Site is gently banked and requires less grading to 

provide accessible play spaces. 
• Accessible route from Eco-lodge is easily 

achieved. 
• No existing trees to work around.

Cons:
• Potential views from listed house need to be 

explored with requirement for new planting to 
screen.

• Fairly long distance from new Eco-Lodge for 
comfort breaks.

• Not connected directly to proposed splash area.

2

Play Area Location Option 1

Located north of Dinosaur Wood
Distance from new Eco-Lodge - 400m

Pros:
• Visually obscured by existing woodland.
• Potential to extend woodland to wrap play 

space.
• Connects with proposed zip line with planning 

approval.
• Noise of children playing not heard from Eco-

Lodge.
• No existing trees to work around.

Cons:
• To0 long a distance from new Eco-Lodge for 

comfort breaks.
• Not connected directly to proposed splash area.
• Potential accessibility issues due to distance of 

travel required, surfaces through woodland and 
gradients of pathways.

• Site is steeply banked and would require grading 
to provide accessible play spaces. 

1

Play Area Location Option 3

Located north east of the new Eco-Lodge
Distance from new Eco-Lodge - 150m

Pros:
• Reasonably close to Eco-Lodge for comfort 

breaks.
• Potential to extend woodland to wrap play space 

to opposite bank from Eco-Lodge.
• Site is gently banked and requires less grading to 

provide accessible play spaces. 
• Accessible route from Eco-lodge is easily 

achieved. 
• Directly linked to proposed splash area through 

‘play route’.
• No existing trees to work around.

Cons:
• Potential views from listed house need to be 

explored with requirement for new planting to 
screen.

• Requires switchback path to allow for 
accessibility, though workable.

• Noise of children playing maybe heard from Eco-
Lodge.

3

The location of the play area has been altered due 

to the complexity of the mature trees and ecology 

in Dinosaur Wood.

Now situated outside of the ancient woodland and 

the 15m buffer, the new proposed location ensures 

no impact to the ecology of Dinosaur wood. The 

exercise also considered the existing topography 

and landscape features and their inherent play 

value. 

Proposed location
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1
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+65.4

+65.2

fallen tre
e

100m walk200m walk250m walk

1

1

2

3

4

2

3

4

Ancient Woodland Boundary + Ecology

The chosen site is located outside of the ancient 

woodland boundary and at points within the buffer 

zone. It is noted that planting and access is 

permitted within this zone and the playground 

boundary treatment will be used to protect this 

boundary.

View of the play features from Borde Hill House

The site is partially screened to Borde Hill House by 

the existing topography and headland trees. The play 

heights have been limited to a maximum of 6m to 

reduce any impact and views from the house.  

Planting to extend the woodland and wrap the play 

will act as a further screen

Walking distance from Eco Lodge and access to 

WC

The chosen site is 200-250m away from the Eco 

Lodge, and therefore around a 5 minutes’ adult walk. 

Play Safety and landscape features

The site features include a ghyll and scrub landscape 

as well as a small stream. ROSPA have been 

consulted initially on the safety principles of 

incorporating these features within the play offer.

The chosen site has good proximity to the Eco 

Lodge whilst minimal impact to the heritage 

landscape. Situated now out of the ancient 

woodland and boundary and therefore its impact to 

the ecology of Dinowsaur wood is none.

Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning - Location review cont.

Proposed site plan illustrating constraints of the site
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South park is a designed landscape of woodland

pasture and parkland which also includes many 

nationally important tree specimens as a result of 

Col. Stephenson R Clarke’s plant collections.  This 

‘select arboretum’ of trees and the qualities of the 

parkland character is of national significance by 

virtue of its designation as a Grade II* Historic Park 

and Garden, and location within the High Weald 

National Landscape.  The South Park is characterised 

by a pattern of open pasture ridges and wooded 

‘ghylls’ which offer a varied range of long, 

intermediate and short views from the Grade II 

listed house. 

The new design for the natural play has considered 

the importance of the parkland trees and setting of 

the Borde Hill House and Garden whcih are to the 

north of the park.  The following strategies have 

been considered in order to protect South Park:

• The siting of the play space is outside of the 

ancient woodlands and sits on the lee side of a 

rise in the open parkland topography.

• Significant views from the heritage assets are 

protected by the addition of new parkland tree 

groups and a linear parkland tree belt, which 

are characteristic of the South Park woodland 

pasture and the 18th century parkland style.  

• The play structure’s heights have been limited 

to a maximum of 6m to reduce impact.

• The play features are to be constructed from 

site won timber, which will be allowed to age 

naturally and sit well againist the Parkland 

trees.

Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning - Location review cont.

Photograph taken from Borde Hill House towards the proposed play area

Site plan illustrating viewing cone from Borde Hill House to the proposed play area 

proposed play area
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The design principles of nature-led play which is 

focused on using natural materials of wood and 

rope continue to be reflected in the new designs, 

but with the new site, the zoning and play features 

have been revised to reflect this change in 

landscape character. Before the site was within 

clusters of pine trees in a woodland setting, this 

site is now a parkland landscape with a woodland 

edge and a scrub/ghyll border. 

The design of the new outdoor learning and play 

space is focused on a sleeping dinosaur resting in 

the landscape, where children walk up and along 

its spine and interact with play elements along the 

way.
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Drawing Notes

1. New parkland trees in pasture.
2. Proposed foraging woodland edge planting
3. Proposed new self binding gravel finish to form accessible 

1:21 route from Eco-lodge.
4. Informal bark mulch play area paths.
5. New wildflower meadow to blend in with parkland pasture.
6. Proposed trees to reflect the Cretaceous period and sit well 

within the existing Parkland and High Weald character.
7. Tall swing with bark mulch surface.
8. Accessible swing with Tiger mulch play surface.
9. Natural  hardwood log benches forming informal seats and 

retaining levels to provide level pathways.
10. Early years slide and route up.
11. Early years play space with play equipment and accessible 

safety play surface.
12. Live Willow woven play dens.
13. Existing trees retained and enhanced with new coppice 

trees and native fern understory to Ghyll area.
14. Natural Ghyll play, with stones and boulders.
15. Stepping stone paths through planting.
16. Integrated zip wire decks.
17. Scramble play up slope between Ghyll and Adventure Play.
18. Dinosaur tail traverse with platforms, ladders, swings and 

rope connections.
19. Relic forest rope play.
20. Long slide.

0 5 10 m
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- All dimensions and setting out shall be verified on site.
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Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning- Design

As part of the design process, the team ran a 

workshop with local 8-12 year olds to explore 

themes related to the design of the playground 

(Formerly Dinosaur Woods Play). 

The intention of the workshop was to draw on the 

key themes of the design brief and allow the 

children to explore these in real life: scale, texture, 

movement, imagining a lost time. Site plan illustrating layout of the proposed play

Artwork and activities during playground workshop
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Erect Architecture trading as Root And Erect
22B Regent Studios, 8 Andrews Rd, London E8 4QN +44 (0)20 7254 6336

All drawings are copyright of Root And Erect (Erect Architecture).
Do not scale from drawings.
The contractor is to verify all dimensions on site prior to any manufacture.

Drawing no. Revision no.

Revision no.. Date Description

Scale

Client
Project
Title
Scale at A1

hello@rootanderect.co.uk

Borde Hill Gardens
Borde Hill Play
The Lost Forest play structure section 

1:50

 L-PL-X-201RAE-402-

0m 1m 2m
1:50

0.0m

4.35m

3.00m

3.78m

3.37m

2.65m

Proposed elevation of the ‘dinosaur tail’ play structure

Proposed sketch view of the play
Example of the timber construction for the ‘dinosaur tail’

Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning- Design cont.
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Existing Trees to be retained.

Proposed Parkland Woodland Shaw

Proposed Parkland Play Trees 
(Cretaceous era)

Proposed Ghyll Play Coppice Trees

Proposed meadow

Proposed additional coppice planting and 
groundcover enhancement

Proposed woodland edge planting

Parkland Woodland Shaw Woodland Edge Planting

Adventure Play Wildflower meadow

Planting around the main play space will need to 

transition seamlessly with the parkland landscape 

and High Weald character.  As such a combination 

of specimen prehistoric trees (gymnosperms and 

early angiosperms) will provide the visual link to 

the Dinosaur narrative while the groundcover will 

be a seeded High Weald meadow planting which is 

robust enough for a play space and livestock 

grazing. 

Enhancing the character of the South Park wooded 

ridges and open woodland pasture a new linear 

tree shaw is proposed to integrate the play area and 

enhance biodiversity.

As part of the scheme the design seeks to improve 

biodiversity and foraging opportunities through 

new woodland edge habitat within the South Park.

Ghyll Play - Coppice woodland

Planting around the ghyll play will strengthen the 

existing hazel and willow providing opportunities 

for playful journeys though the coppice.  An 

understory of native ferns and plants with 

prehistoric qualities in texture and form will sit 

under the trees and provide a visual link to the 

qualities of the Mesozoic Era.

The planting strategy for the new outdoor play seeks to:

• Strengthen the existing parkland character and 

species composition.  

• Improve ecological connectively and plant 

succession through new tree and woodland 

planting. 

• Enhance biodiversity through a layered planting of 

trees, shrubs, herbaceous perennials and grasses.

• Provide foraging opportunities for people and 

nature.

• Offer future resilience for a changing climate 

Proposed Design Amendments
2.1 Outdoor Play and Learning- Planting Strategy


