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SUMMARY

This Desk-Based Archaeological Assessment and walk over survey has been prepared by
Archaeology Services Lewes for, 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 9NN. The Site
is currently a detached garage block associated with the house to the east side of the
structure. Overall, the potential for archaeological features to be encountered during
ground works is considered to be low-moderate, with a low potential for in-situ remains
but moderate-high potential for residual artefacts to be encountered during groundworks.

The assessment has concluded that the Site is considered to lie within an area of high
archaeological potential for the Romano-British period; moderate to high potential for the
Prehistoric period; low-moderate potential for the Anglo-Saxon period and low potential
for the medieval and post-medieval periods.

Despite there being a low-high potential for discovery of archaeological features for all
periods, the likelihood of discovery is fairly low overall, due to the excavation of a
substantial, 19" century sand quarry. This has caused significant impact to any surviving
archaeological deposits and the creation of a cut and fill platform for construction of the
modern house has further eroded the landscape. There is certainly potential for residual
artefact recovery but it is considered less likely that in-situ archaeological features will
remain intact. Consequently it is advised that an archaeological watching brief should be
conducted during the excavation of the footings if permission is granted to ensure that
any unstratified artefacts are fully recovered and recorded.
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INTRODUCTION

Archaeology Services Lewes (ASL) has been commissioned by Mr and Mrs Baker, to
prepare an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (DBA), for,23 Hurst Road,
Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 9NN (Fig. 1 herein referred to as the Site). The Site is
currently a detached garage block associated with the house to the east side of the
structure. It should be noted that this report forms the basis of an impartial analysis
of significance and the contribution of setting. The level of impact to any below
ground archaeological features is considered to be moderate. The potential for
archaeological features to be encountered during ground works is considered,
overall, to be moderate with a low potential for in-situ remains but with moderate-
high potential for residual artefacts to be encountered.
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Fig. 1. Site location ©Gould Baxter 2024 Drawing number FE06. (Reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited
without the prior permission of the Ordnance Survey ©Crown copyright and database rights 2020). OS licence No.: 100055392.

1.2

1.3

This report has been prepared to support a planning application for proposals to
demolish the existing garage and build a single unit, detached dwelling.

This report follows the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standards and
Guidance for Archaeological Desk- Based Assessments (CIfA 2014; updated 2017) as
well as the West Sussex County Council (WSCC) ‘Sussex Archaeological Standards
2019'.
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1.4

1.5

1.6

The Site is situated at TQ 29664 15561 in the parish of Hassocks, in the Mid-Sussex
District. A wider Study Area of 250m radius has been considered to place the Site in
context

The objective of this report is to provide an overview of the topography of the Site
and to assess the potential impact on any surviving archaeological features, if
present, by the proposals if permission is granted. In noting this, the significance of
any potential features, both individually and as a group, can be assessed.
Additionally, mitigation and recommendations are given.

It should be noted that this survey is non-intrusive and that the report is an
appraisal, rather than a definitive statement. Therefore, any discussions on the
presence or absence of below-ground archaeological remains should be regarded as
an indicator of potential. The only way to produce a definitive statement would be
for a geophysical survey or trial trenching to define the presence/absence of any
archaeological remains within the Site.
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2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

SITE TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The Site is situated to the west side of the dwelling house which is set back from the
Hurst Road which runs on an approximate east-west alignment ¢.20m to the north of
the Site. The area where the garage is located is flat and has clearly been landscaped
when the house was built. An area of grass lawn to the south of the building is also flat
but after this, the ground slopes steeply to the south into what was previously a
substantial 19" century sand quarry.

The sand quarry first appears on historic mapping to the east of the Site (See Section 5
below) after the 1896 map was drawn but is not present on the 1873 map. Therefore
the quarry began operations between these dates and did not extend to the immediate
south side of the Site until before 1909.

The Site lies on ground at an approximate height of 66m above Ordnance Datum (aOD).
This is on the same level as the road surface and the lawn to the rear of the property.
The ground is then terraced where it descends to the south and south-east sides of the
plot. It is clear that the ground was subjected to a ‘cut and fill’ operation to create a flat
terrace, prior to the house and garage being constructed. The sloping ground beyond
the platform drops fairly steeply directly into the former sand quarry where the lowest
height recorded on the topography plan is approximately 60m aOD.

The underlying geology of the Site is Folkestone Sandstone; part of the Lower
Greensand group.

Borehole data is limited, with no boreholes present within 250m radius. The nearest
borehole lies c.450m north-west of the Site.

3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND

3.1

There are no previous planning applications or development work archived within
the Mid-Sussex District Council Planning portal for this particular plot.
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

4.1 A householder search of the Historic Environment Record (HER), stored at the West
Sussex Records Office, was obtained (WSCC HER Reference Number: 202425-055)
which is summarised below. Listed Building data was acquired from Historic England.
Details were taken of all archaeological sites and Listed Buildings within 250m radius
(Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Archaeological Notification Areas and sites within the Study Area.

4.2 There are no Conservation Areas within 250m of the Site.

4.3 There are no Scheduled Monuments within 250m of the Site.

4.4 There are no Listed Buildings within 250m of the Site.

4.5 There are no Registered Parks or Gardens within 250m of the Site.

4.6 West Sussex County Council, which advises the local planning authorities on

archaeological matters, has identified various Archaeological Notification Areas
(ANAs) throughout the county which are plotted onto a map (Fig. 2). These ANA
maps are to be considered during the process of planning applications, in association
with the Archaeological advisors acting as consultant, but the areas have no
statutory status or protection. The development is situated within two

7




An Archaeological DBA for 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks, West Sussex. | ASL project: 346-24

4.7

4.8

Archaeological Notification Areas. The first Archaeological Notification Area is
Horsham 078; the Mid Sussex 044 section of the Hardham to Barcombe Mills Roman
Road. This has been defined due to the potential remains of the route through
Horsham and Mid Sussex as evidenced by excavations along sections of this route.

The second Archaeological Notification Area is SDNPA 069: Multi-Period Features in
Hassocks. This has been defined due to the potential remains of occupation of the
area from all periods of human activity, including a number of Prehistoric flint
working sites, a Bronze Age urnfield and a Roman settlement and cemetery.

There are a further two Archaeological Notification Areas within 50m of the site:
Archaeological Notification Area Mid Sussex 036 has been defined due to the
potential remains of the route of the Roman Road through Mid-Sussex District as
evidenced by excavations along sections of this route. Secondly, Archaeological
Notification Area Mid Sussex 004 has been defined due to the potential remains of
the route of a smaller Roman Road from Ham Farm to New Close Farm, Hassocks.

This therefore raises the potential for below ground archaeological remains to exist
within the development area.

Archaeological periods represented

A suggested timescale of the archaeological periods referred to in this report is
shown below.

Prehistoric: Palaeolithic (c. 750,000-10,000 BC)
Prehistoric: Mesolithic (c. 10,000-5,000 BC)
Prehistoric: Neolithic (c. 5,000-2,300 BC)
Prehistoric: Bronze Age (c. 2,300-700 BC)
Prehistoric: Iron Age (c. 700 BC-AD 43)
Romano-British (AD 43—c. AD 410)
Anglo-Saxon (c. AD 410-1066)

Medieval (AD 1066-1540)

Post-medieval (AD 1540 to date)

Prehistoric period

In the early-mid 20" century, the current plot of 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks® was
excavated. Six large urns and cups of Middle Bronze Age date were found in the
excavations, which denotes an early use of the Site.

Approximately 160m west of the Site within the quarry area’, a Mesolithic flint
working site, as well as Neolithic and Early Bronze Age flints have been found.

Additionally, c.160m north east of the Site, an archaeological evaluation was carried
out in advance of development®. Multiple features of archaeological interest were

! West Sussex Historic Environment Record database
% Shields, G. (1999) The London to Brighton Road: Sussex Archaeological Collections Volume 137, page 81-90
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4.9

encountered in a small number of trenches across the area. A ditch produced a small
guantity of Mesolithic flintwork which represents prehistoric activity.

Romano British period

In the early-mid 20" century, a Roman cemetery was also excavated on the current
plot of 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks”. The site yielded a large quantity of Roman pottery,
mostly cremation urns, with fragments of domestic vessels, querns, mortars, and
mealing stones, indicating occupation. The urnfield was used ¢.70-190AD, with the
period of greatest activity, judging from the coins, potters' stamps and datable
pottery, being ¢.140-190AD. Further occupation of the site from the 3" to the end of
the 4" century was evidenced by pottery and a substantial quantity of coins. In the
later part of the 20" century, the area of the burial ground was partly developed,
with the remainder lying within long disused and overgrown sandpits.

Approximately, 45m north of the site lies the probable route of a Roman road, part
of the Greensand Way, identified as lvan Margery’s route 140 which extends for
about 25 miles from Barcombe Mills in the east to Hardham on Stane Street to the
west. Sections of the road are traceable as earthworks or following field boundaries
or tracks. Two additional potential Roman Roads were also identified by Margary,
located approximately 220m north east of the Site.

Approximately 90m to the west of the Site is a fourth Roman Road, running
northeast — southwest, which was discovered during groundworks for a golf course
at Friar’s Oak.

Approximately 160m west of the Site, between the Roman cemetery and a Roman
Road that falls outside of the 250m search area, foundations of a small building were
found; it may be associated with the cemetery. A ditch, about 1m deep, headed
south-east in the direction of a 1° century well.

An archaeological evaluation was carried approximately 170m north-west of the Site
at 36 Hurst Road. A possible quarry pit was found which extended out of the
excavation trench. Roman pottery was recovered from the fill of the pit, dating to
the late 3" to early 4" century AD. An adjacent ditch may also be of Roman date.
Further excavation at the site revealed more of the quarry pit and some other
associated features. A small assemblage of Roman pottery, again dating to the late
3" to early 4" century AD, was recovered from the fill of the pit. The presence of the
guarry suggests some industrial activity was being undertaken during this period.

Approximately 160m north east of the Site, an archaeological evaluation was carried
out in advance of development. Two Roman features consisting of a large shallow pit

® CgMs Consulting (2018) Land at London Road, Hassocks, West Sussex - Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation CgMs Report Number:

2018195

* West Sussex Historic Environment Record database
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4.10

4.11

4.12

and a shallow ditch, running northeast-southwest, was identified, containing Roman
Samian ware, dating to the 4" century AD. The two features are thought to indicate
the presence of Roman divisions of land and areas of infrequent pitting.

To the immediate north east of Ham Farm, the adjacent farm yard was enlarged, in
c.1856, part of the mound at Butting Hill was cut away which revealed an urn and
fragments of others, together with bones and the teeth of animals. Part of a quern
was also found near the spot, and a piece of sandstone perforated with holes®,
although the HER does not state which period these artefacts belong to.

Anglo-Saxon period

When the current plot of 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks® was excavated in the early-mid
20" century, Saxon urns were also recovered from this plot and in the adjoining
areas.

Medieval period

Approximately 160m north east of the site, an archaeological evaluation was carried
out in advance of development’. Multiple features of archaeological interest were
encountered in a small number of trenches across the area including early medieval
features. These consisted of field systems, postholes and pits, two possible
connecting medieval enclosure ditches and a contemporary dated pit and postholes
were located within this enclosure. Pottery recovered from both ditches date to 12
14 century. It is probable that nearby features are contemporary with this field
layout. Multiple medieval ditches were identified, a small boundary ditch and two
further enclosure ditches. Most were similar in profile, and it is thought they formed
a large field system splitting into multiple separate enclosures. Within the north of
the site a further east-west aligned medieval ditch suggests another field boundary
away from the collection of field systems. It was similarly dated and most likely to be
part of the same phase of medieval landscape development.

Post medieval period

Historic mapping for the Site records a sand quarry within open land to the south of
Hassocks in the mid and late 19" century. From the late 19" into the early 20™
century, the sand pit has increased in size and lies approximately 200m south-east of
the Site. By the early — mid 20" century the sand pit has further increased in size and
from the mid-20™ century a number of properties have been built in the immediate
surrounding area which is becoming increasingly built up8. A toll house and gate, is
also recorded on historic mapping, and is associated with the sand quarry. The sand

® West Sussex Historic Environment Record database

® West Sussex Historic Environment Record database

7 Butler, Chris (2024) An Archaeological Evaluation Excavation at 36 Hurst Road, Hassocks, West Sussex (Chris Butler Archaeological
Services) Project No. CBAS 1493

& Tithe map and OS historic mapping (WSRO)
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pit is extensive and by the 20" century, is visible as earthworks on historic air
photographs and lidar, which crosses the majority of the Site. Covering a total area
of over 1 hectre, the sand pit was multi-phased and named as 'Stonepound Sand Pit'
on the 1910 edition Ordnance Survey map. Although now largely built upon or
within, or plough levelled in places, many of the earthworks remain extant on the
latest 2019 Environment Agency lidar map. It was mapped as part of the Changing
Chalk: Downs from Above Aerial Survey project’.

Ham Farm, an extant c¢.19" century dispersed multi-yard farmstead, lies
approximately 140m north-west of the site. It has been identified through the
‘Historic Farmsteads and Landscape Character in West Sussex’ Project which
represents all farmsteads shown on the Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition 25” mapping
of 1895%.

® Changing Chalk: Downs from Above Aerial Survey of the South Downs north of Brighton (2023) Historic England Research Report 16/2023
1% Edwards, R. (2004) West Sussex Farmstead Characterisation Project
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5.0 CARTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

5.1 The Tithe Map of 1838 (Fig. 3) shows the Site as belonging to part of undeveloped
land in a field labelled Plot 151. Other fields surround all sides of the plot, apart from
the Hurst Road to the north. Further north is Ham Farm, the 19t century Farmstead
which survives today.

Clayton Tithe Map dated 1838
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Fig. 3. The Tithe Map of 1838 for Hassocks.

5.2 The First Edition Ordnance Survey (OS) map of 1873-74 (Fig. 4: published 1879)
shows the Site still as part of an open field. The Keymer and Ditchling Gas Works
have been built further east but there is no sign of the Stonepound sand quarry yet.
The railway line to Brighton was completed in 1841 and Hassocks gained a railway
station around this time which attracted more employees to the area, putting an end
to Brighton-bound horse drawn coaches.

12
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Fig. 4. The First Edition Ordnance Survey (0S) map of 1873-74.

5.3 The Second Edition OS map of 1896 (Fig. 5: published 1897) shows the Site still as
part of an open field. Stonepound sand quarry is depicted for the first time further
east, extracting sand from what was previously common land. Both sides of Hurst
Road here have now been built upon and it is clear that Hassocks was becoming
more residential, most likely as a result of available employment from the gas works
and the quarry.

Fig. 5. Ordnance Survey map of 1896 published 1897.

5.4  The OS map of 1909 (Fig 6: published 1910) shows the Site still within a field, but the
quarry has encroached to the immediate south side of the Site.
13
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Fig. 6. Ordnance Survey map of 1909 published 1910.

5.5 The OS map of 1937 (Figs 7 and 8: published 1946) shows the Site now within an
enclosed residential plot, with the house now built to the east. The Site is directly
captioned ‘Romano-British Cemetery (site of)’.
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6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

WALKOVER SURVEY

A walkover survey of the Site was undertaken by the author on 10" September 2024.
The objective of the walkover survey was to identify the adjacent topography as well
as any landscape or archaeological features not evident on existing maps, and also to
assess any areas of disturbance that may have impacted upon any potential below
ground archaeology. The walkover survey was rapid with notes taken at the time and
was not intended as a detailed survey. A plan detailing the locations where the
photographs were taken is shown in the Appendix.

The Site is located to the south side of Hurst Road, which runs on an approximate
east-west alignment between the village of Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint. This is a
flat ridge where the Roman Road also aligned, as discussed above in Section 4. Plates
1 and 2 show the topography of the road, immediately adjacent to the Site.

Plate 1. Looking east along Hurst Road. Plate 2. Looking west along Hurst Road.

Access to the Site is via a short driveway leading off the south side of Hurst Road
which opens up into a gravelled parking/turning space (Plate 3). As discussed above,
the Site is situated within a ‘cut and fill’ terrace to the immediate west side of the
house, where the northern area forming the car parking space and front lawned area
is level (Plate 3). The Garage is a later addition than the house and has a flat grass
lawn to the south side (Plate 4), beyond which the ground descends further south
into the former sand pit.

15
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Plate 3. Gravelled driveway and the north side of the garage.

Plate 4. The south side of the garage.

6.4 There is a pedestrian access between the garage and the house and a driveway to
the immediate west side of the garage which gives access to the garden beyond.
From this vantage point, the true slope of the ground can be seen (Plates 5 and 6),
showing where the ground was built up, providing a flat platform area where the
garage and house were built.

16
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Plate 5. The driveway to the west of the garage.

Plate 6. The slope can be clearly seen from this side.

6.5 Standing further south within the plot, the edge of the construction platform can be
clearly seen, which has been terraced as the ground descends from the level edge
(Plate 7), by means of hard landscaping with brick built flower beds and steps.

17
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Plate 7. Edge of the cut and fill platform with hard landscaping.

6.6 Beyond the terraced slope, there is a longer set of steps which leads to the lowest
point in the garden, marking the base of the former sand pit where hard landscaping
has once more, levelled the base providing a flat lawned area (Plate 8). Further
south, the ground starts to rise in height where bank features exist and the other
side of the sand pit is situated. The ground here is irregular, marking various spoil
heaps within the former sand pit.

AT
™

e

Plate 8. Landscaped base of the former sand pit.

6.7 The driveway immediately west of the Site (Plate 9) continues down to meet the flat
lawned area (Plate 10), with some raised beds within a small vegetable garden
marking the extreme western boundary of the plot.

18
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o

Plate 9. The driveway to the west continues to descend.

Plate 10. The western driveway meets the flat lawned garden.

6.8 The results of the hard landscaping are evident when looking east across the flat
lawned area to the south of the terraced planting beds (Plate 11). A short set of
steps has been created providing access from the western drive into the flat lawned
garden immediately south of the garage (Plate 12).

19
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Plate 12. Steps leading from the drive to the garage lawn.

20
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7.0

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

A review of the features and buildings recorded and detailed earlier indicates that
the Site has considerable archaeological potential.

Prehistoric period

The Study Area has produced some evidence for prehistoric occupation, with three
findspots, one of which is within the Site boundary, one ¢.160m to the south and one
¢.160m north-east of the Site.

The potential of the Site for this period is moderate to high.

Romano-British period

The Study Area has produced plenty of evidence for Romano-British occupation,
namely a cremation site which was located approximately 25m south-east, within
the garden boundary of the plot.

The potential of the Site for this period is therefore high.

Anglo-Saxon period

The Study Area has produced limited evidence for Anglo-Saxon occupation, although
some urns are believed to have been found within the sand pit nearby; exact
location is not clear.

The potential of the Site for this period is low-moderate.

Medieval period

The Study Area has produced limited evidence for medieval occupation, with
evidence for fields c.160m north-east of the Site.

The potential of the Site for this period is therefore considered to be low.
Post-medieval period

The post-medieval history of the Site suggests that evidence for the early part of this
period is un-likely to survive as buried archaeological deposits, due to the excavation

of the quarry.

Apart from the sand pit, the potential of the Site for other features from this period
is low.

Summary of potential

21
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7.8

This DBA only considers the potential of the Site in principle. Often the conclusions, if
considered to prove that the potential for archaeology is high, can only be tested by
fieldwork in order to confirm whether remains are actually present. It must be
stressed that remains of a type for which there is no prior evidence may be
encountered during invasive ground works during development.

This potential for the discovery of hitherto unknown archaeology has been
supported by a review of the known archaeological sites near to the Site. Therefore
the potential for new sites/findspots being located within the proposed
development area is summarised as follows:

Prehistoric — moderate-high
Romano-British - high
Anglo-Saxon — low-moderate
Medieval - low
Post-medieval — low

To conclude, the Site is considered to lie within an area of high archaeological
potential for the Romano-British period; moderate to high potential for the
Prehistoric period; low-moderate potential for the Anglo-Saxon period and low
potential for the medieval and post-medieval periods.

Potential for further discovery

Despite there being a low-high potential for discovery of archaeological features for
all periods, the likelihood of discovery is fairly low overall, due to the excavation of
the sand pit. This has seen significant impact to any surviving archaeological deposits
and the creation of a cut and fill platform for construction of the modern house has
further eroded the landscape. There is certainly potential for residual artefact
recovery but there is a more moderate potential for in-situ features to remain intact.

22
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8.0

8.1

8.2

8.3

EXISTING IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

The Site has been used extensively for quarrying, and so truncations of any
subsurface archaeology has previously occurred to an approximate depth of at least
2-3m or more. The exact depth of the quarry is difficult to ascertain as it exists on a
slope. As has already been discussed above, a Romano-British cemetery was
excavated with artefacts from the prehistoric period and Anglo-Saxon period also
recovered.

It is likely that any surviving archaeology will have been further impacted by the cut
and fill construction of the house, although it is possible that pockets of in-situ
archaeology may have survived in-between the foundation trenches within the
northern side of the plot.

It is possible that the level lawn area to the south of the garage has been created
through deposits of made ground which may have served to protect any in-situ
archaeology in this area in particular. However, the depths or make up of this layer is
not known and it is also possible that the whole area was stripped to natural geology
prior to landscaping of the lawn which is likely.

23
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9.0

9.1

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

According to information provided by the client, the overall plans are to demolish
the modern garage and replace it with a single, domestic dwelling. The full length of
the garden will be sub-divided on the west side so that the new property will retain
the part of the plot down to the southern boundary (Fig. 9; outlined in red).
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9.2

Fig. 9. Proposed Site plan ©Gould Baxter 2024 Drawing number FE.06.

To facilitate this, the plans are listed below and illustrated in Figs 10-13 as follows:

1 - Existing vehicular crossover retained

2 - Existing boundary hedging to be retained

3 - New native hedge planting to proposed mutual boundary

4 - Existing lawn, retained

5 - Existing driveway, replaced over existing extents with a permeable surface dressing
6 - Existing trees retained

7 - Existing gate providing side access for proposed dwelling

8 - New side access path in permeable surfacing (pea shingle)

9 - Raised terrace serving entrance level
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10 - Existing elements demolished and removed shown dashed red
11 - New lower ground floor terrace with a paved finish

12 - Existing greenhouse and shed retained

13 - Existing vegetable patch retained

14 - Existing flower beds

15 - Extent of existing Garage to be demolished
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Fig. 10. Proposed Site plan ©Gould Baxter 2024 Drawing number FE.01 revision B.
9.3 In general, it is not considered that there will be substantial impact to any surviving ground

levels as these have already been impacted as discussed above. However, the footprint of
the garage will be extended to the south (Fig. 10) by approximately 2/3rds, for the creation
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of a lower basement (Figs 11 and 12) with further ground reductions proposed for a terraced

patio to the south (Fig. 13).
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Fig. 11. Lower ground floor plan ©Gould Baxter 2024 Drawing number FE.03 revision B.
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Fig. 12. Proposed rear elevation ©Gould Baxter 2024 Drawing number FE.04 revision A.
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FIRST FLOOR FFL= 69.20m

S

Fig. 13. Proposed section adapted from ©Gould Baxter 2024 Drawing number FE.05 revision A.

9.4

9.5

The increased footprint of the proposed dwelling, along with the further excavation
of the patio to the south will impact the existing level platform, which appears to
have been created during the cut and fill terracing of the modern house and garden.
Therefore, the bank which forms the garden to the rear of the garage is an artificial
bank constructed from made ground. This has the potential to cover archaeological
deposits, although the depth and profile of the original land surface is not known. In
addition, it is not clear if the excavation of the sand pit impacted the ground further
north of the edge of the quarry, through the creation of haul routes etc.

Based on the assessment above, it is considered that there is moderate potential to

expose in-situ archaeology with the recovery of un-stratified artefacts much more
likely.
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10.0

10.1

10.2

10.3

11.0

111

RECOMMENDATIONS

As noted in section 1.6 above, it necessary to bear in mind that desk based appraisals
do not provide a definitive statement on the likelihood of archaeological deposits
being present within the proposed development area. Therefore we have to stress
that this appraisal can only suggest the potential of that area to contain
archaeological features/find spots. This is based entirely on this non-intrusive report
utilizing the observations made during the walk over survey as well as available
historical data. As such the conclusions presented herein can only be proven by the
addition of fieldwork techniques.

It is recommended that if permission is granted, an archaeological watching brief
should be carried out on any excavations below ground, for the terracing required
for the construction. This would be best dealt with through the application of a
suitably worded condition within the decision notice as is the normal route forward,
and should included the provision for a Written Scheme of Investigation which
should be approved by the LPA prior to development.

The report is based on a non-invasive, non-structural survey; as such it can only
extend to the items specifically covered. E&OE. Copies of paper OS Maps
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. OS Licence No.100055392. We
wish to point out that there is no guarantee that planning permission will be granted
based on the opinion of ASL within this document. The above comments should be
discussed with the Archaeological Advisors for West Sussex County Council.
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HER Summary Sheet

Site Code HRH24

Site identification

and address 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 9NN

County, district and / Mid-Sussex District of West Sussex in the parish of Hassocks

or borough

0.S. grid ref. TQ 29664 15561
Folkestone Sandstone; part of the Lower Greensand group.

Geology

Project number ASL 346-24

Fieldwork type Archaeological Desk Based Assessment

Site type Householder

Date of fieldwork 10" September 2024

Sponsor/client Mr and Mrs Baker

Project manager Lisa Fisher

Project supervisor Lisa Fisher

Period summary Multi-period; evidence for Prehistoric activity through to the modern day
The assessment has concluded that the Site is considered to lie within an
area of high archaeological potential for the Romano-British period;

Project summary. moderate to high potential for the Prehistoric period; low-moderate
potential for the Anglo-Saxon period and low potential for the medieval and

(100 word max) post-medieval periods. Despite there being a low-high potential for
discovery of archaeological features for all periods, the likelihood of
discovery is fairly low overall, due to the excavation of a substantial, 19t
century sand quarry but unstratified artefacts are likely to be encountered.
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Historic Environment Record Consultation Report
Appendix 1

Piegise see further information at e end of this dooument which oovers e
requiremenis for this report and wihat your next steps are.

HER Search Ma. 202435055

Date completed TN 24

Address of site 23 Hursl Road, Hassocks, Wesl Sussex, BNG 8JU

Grid Refsrancs Ty 29671 15548

Development type Householder

1. Schedubed Monument (SM)
The site is: Please see below

Description of the Scheduled Monument

Thers are no Schaduled Monuments within 250m of the sils.

Scheduled Monurnant Consent (SMC) is required for any works that are
within the boundary of a Scheduled Monument. Before submitting an
application for SMC the applicant should sesk the advice of Historic
England. Where the application site is adjscent o or within 100m of &
Scheduled Monurment or is further than 100m from a Scheduled
Monument, but could be considered to be within its setting, the
applicant should wisit the Historic England website to establish when fo
soek pre-application advice from them:

wewnw. historice nd.org.uklservices -skillstowr nning-sardices!

31



An Archaeological DBA for 23 Hurst Road, Hassocks, West Sussex. | ASL project: 346-24

2. Listed Building
Please choose the most appropriate option Pleass see below

Description of the Listed Building(s)

There are no Listed Buildings within 250m af the site.

Where a listed building has been identified (above] the applicant should
famiiliarise themselves with any infarmation the LPA may hold, and seek
the advice* of the local planning authority before submitting a planning
application or listed building consent (LBC) application.

Where a listed building has been identified cutside the boundaries to the
gite, the impact of the proposal on the setting of the listed building
should be considered.

Where works will affect a Grade | or [1* listed building or it2 sstting the
applicant should wisit the Historic England website to establizh when to
seek pre-application advice from them:

www. historice nd.org.uk!services -skillsowr Aning-Serdices!

“Pleass nole that some Local Planning Autharities charge for pre-apphcation
advice and informatlion can be found on the relevant planning websiles.

3. Conservation Arsa
The site i5: Please ses below

Description of the Conservation Area

There are no Conservation Aress within 250m of the siles.

Where a Conservation Area has been identified [above) the applicant
should familiarise themselves with any Conservation Area Appraisal or
ather information the LPA may hald®, in order to consider any impact on
the Conservation Area or its setting, prior to submitting the application.
Historic England should be consulted on proposals that affect the
character or appearance of 8 Conservation Ansa and which invalees the
erection of a new building or the extension to an existing building whare
the area of land in respect of which the application & made s more than
1000 square metres. Please soe:! wew.historice nd.org.ukiservices-

Shills/gur-planning-Services!
“Information can be found on the relevant planning websibes
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4. Registered Park andior Garden (RP&G)
The site is: Pleass see below

Description of the Registered Park and / or Garden

There are no Regisiensd Parks and | or Gardens within 250m of the site.

Where a Registerad Park and | or Garden has been identified {above] the
applicant should familiarise themsalwes with any information the LPA
may hold®, in order to consider any impact on the Registered Park and |
or Garden or its setting, prics to submitting the application.

Whene the works are within or could affect the setting of a Grade | or II*
Registered Park and / or Garden the applicant should visit the Historic
England website to establish when to seek pre-application advice from
them: www.hisboric nd.org.ukis ervices5 killsiour i gy S0 reice S/

“Information can be Tound on the relevant planning websiles
5. Archasological Motification Area {ANA)

The site is: Inside an AMA

Description of and reasan for the ANA

Thee site is lccated within wo Archaeolkogical Motification Aneas:

#ychaeological Notiication Areza Horsham 078; Mid Sussox 044 section of
the Hardham to Barcombe Mills Roman Road. This has been defined due 1o
fhe polensal remains of the Mardham o Barcombe Mils Roman road routs
through Horsham and Mid Sussex as evidence by excavations along sections of
iz rouwte.

fAschaeological Notification Area SDNPA 069 Multi-Poriod Features,
Haszocks. This has been defined dus o potential remains of use and
oocupation of the area from all periods of human activity, induding a number af
Prefestoric fint waorking sites, a Bronze Age urnfield and & Roman seftiement

and cemetery.
Thesre are a further two Srchasclogical Notificafon Areas within 50m of the sile:

Mychaeological Notification Arsa Mid Sussox 036 Route of the Roman Road
through Mid Sussex. This has been defined due to the pobential remains of the
Roman road moute tiough Mid Sussex District as. evidencs by excavations
alkang sections of this. roube.

igch ical hotificaton Area Mid Sussex 004 Route of the Roman Road
froem Ham Farm to Mew Close Farm, Hassocks. This has been defined due o
the polental remains of a Roman road route from Ham Farm o KRew Close
Farmi, Hassocks
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For further informatien about the ANA please contact the West Sussex
HER Team: HER@westsyssox, gov uk

£. Other Hon-Designated Heritage Asset

{including buildings, siructures, parks and garders idenlified from the HER
and'or associated souces such as hisloric mapping or documentary records)

Pleass choose the most appropriste option: & Mon-Designaled Herilage
Aszat has besn identified within 100m from the site

Description of non-designated heritage assets

Iri the =arysmid 207 cen , @ Roman cemebsry was excavabsd on the curment
4 Hurst Road, Hassocks. The site yislded a large quantity of Rioman potiery,
mastly cremation ums, with fragments of domestic vesssls, querns, martars,
and mesaking siores, indicating oooupation. The unfield was wsed o 7015060,
with the period of grealest aciwily, judging from he coins, potters’ stamps and
datable potiery, being c.140-19040. Further cocupation of the sile from the 3rd
Io the end of the 4th century was evidenced by potiery and a subsiantal
guantity of coins. An additional six large urns and cups of Midde Bronze Age
date were found in the Roman urnfield and adjoining areas, along with a dozen
Sanmn urns. In the lafer part of the 20™ century, the area of the burial ground
was parily developed, with the remairsder lying within long disused and
oWEgrown sandpits.

An extensive post medieval and 20th century sand pit, visible as
earibrwarks on hislonc air pholographs and lidar, orosses the majarity of
the site. Covering a lolal area of over 1ha, the sand pit was mulli-phased
and named as “Slonepound Sand Pit’ on the 1910 edition Ordnance
Survey map. Although now largely buill upon ar within, ar plough levelled
in places, many of the earthworks remain esdant on the |alest 2019
Enviranment Agency lidar. Il was mapped as part of the Changing Chalk:
Doans from Above Aerial Survey projecl [1)

Historic mapping for the Site records it within open land in the mid and laie.
189th century. From the lal= 19th inlo the early 20th century, Slonepaund
sand pil lies appraximalely 200m south-sast of the Sile. By the early - mid
20th century the sard pit has increased in size and fom the mid-20
cenlury a number of properies have been buil, including one on a similar
foolprint to 23 Hurst Road, Hassacks, with the surrounding area becoming
increasingly buill up. [2]

An archasological evaluafon was carried approximabely 170m nofhewest of
the site 1 36 Hurst Road. A possible quarry pit was found which extended
oul af the excavalion rench. Roman pollery was recovered from the §ll of
the pit, daling to the kale 3rd o sarly 4% century AD. An adjacent dilch may
also be of Roman dale. Further excavafon al the site revealesd more of the
quarry pit and some other associated features. & small assemblage of
Roman paltery, again dating io the labe Srd (o eady 4ih century A, was
recovered Trom the fill of the pil. The presence ol e guarry suggests some
industrial activity was being underiaiesn
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Approaimately 160m north east of the site, an achasological evaluation
was camied out in advance af development. Multiple features of
archasological inberest were encountered in & small number of lrenches
across the area A ditch produced a small quantity of Mesolithic = sarly
flinbwork which may represent prehistaric activily. Two Roman feabures
cansisting of a large shallow pil and a shallow ditch wene idenlified,
conlaning Roman Samian ware, 4% cenlury poliery and, possibly inbrusive,
13th cenlury pollery. The dilch, running norheast-southwest, was cul by
medieval aclivity. The tao fealures are thought 1o indicate e pressnce of
Roman divisions of land and areas of infrequent pilting. Early medieval
features were present in the form of field sysiems, postholes and pits, bao
passible commecting medieval enclosure dilches and a conlemporary dated
pit and postholes located within this enclosure. Paltery recovered from bath
ditche= date to 12th-14% cenbury, and il iz probable that nearby features are
canlemporary with this S=ld layoutl. Mulliple medisval ditches wers
ideniified, a small boundary dilch and tva further enclosure ditches. Most
were similar in prafile, and il = thoughl fhey formed a large fisld system
splitting ino mulple separaie sndosures.

Within the norfh of the site a further east-west aligned medieval dibch
suggests another fisld boundary away from the collection of feld systems. It
was similady dated and most [#ely 10 be par of the same phase of
medieval |andscape development. [3]

imabely, 45m narth af e sile lies the probable roule of a Foman
road (par of the Gresnsand Way Roman Road). The Greensand Way
(idenlified a= Mangery's route 140) extends for about 25 miles from
Barcombe Mils in ®he east o Hardham on Slane Sireet o the wesl
Seclions of the road are racesble as safthworks: or following fisid
baundarnes or racks. Two addional polenlial Roman Roads wene alsa
identified my Margary approximately 220m north east of the sils.
Approaimately S0m o the west, a fourth Roman Road, running northeast =
soulbwes], was discovered during groundworks for a golf courss 31 Friar's
Oak.
Approsimately 160m wes! of the sile, bebween the Roman cemetery and a
Roman Road Shal fals outside of fhe 250m search area, foundations of a
small building were found; it may be asscciaied with the cemetery. A dilch
aboul 30 deep led in the direclion of a 151 cenlury well, 1o the south-=ast of
the foundations.
Within the sandpil area, a Mesolithic llint working sibe, Mealithic and Early
Bronze Age flinks have been found. A toll house and gate, recorded on
histonic mapping, is associaled wilh the sand quarry. [4]

Ham Farm, an axtant ¢.19" cenlury dispensed muli-yard amsbesad, les
approximately 140m north-west of 1he sile. It has been idenlified through e
‘Historic Farmsteads and Landscape Characler in Wesl Sussex” Project
which represants all farmsi=ads shown on the Ordnance Survey 2nd Edilion
25" mapping of 1895. To the immediale north east of Ham Farm, Butling Hil
was axcavaled and shown to be a nalural mound. 'When the adjacenl arm
yard was enlarged, inc. 1856, parl of the mound was cul away and
resrealed an wm and fragments of others, iogether with bones and the (seth
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of animals. Pard of a quem was also found near the spol, and a peece af
sand=sione perioraled with holes. [5]

T. HER data sources

[1] &) Wesl Sussex Histanc Environment Record database

bj Changing Chalk: Downs from Above Asrial Survey of the South Downs
norih of Brighton {(2023) Historic England Research Report 1602023

[2] Tithe map and OF hisloric mapping (WSRO0}

[3] &) Butker, Chris (3024} An Archasological Evaluation Excavalion a1 38
Hurst Road, Hassacks, Wesi Suss=yx [Chris Buller Archaealogical
Servicas) Projsct Mo, CEAS 1493

b} Bufler, Chris [2024) Archaesological Investigalions al 38 Hursl Road,
Haszocks, Wes! Sussex (Chris Buller Aechaealogical Services) Project
MNo. CBAS 1483

c] Cghls Consulting (2018) Land at London Road, Has=ocks, West
Suissex - Archasclogical Evalualion and Excavalion Cghs Reporl
Mumber: 2018195

[£] a) Shi=lds, &. {1985} The London o Brighlon Road: Sussex
Archasalogical Collections Vialume 137, page 81.80

b} We=t Sussex Hishorc Environment Record database

[5] a) Edwards, R {2004] Wesl Sussex Farmsiead Charactensation
Projeci
b} We=i Sussex Hishonc Environment Record database

&. Further Information

Tha kocal planning authority may apply conditicns on amy forthooming
planning pormilssicn o reguire appropriste mibigation sursoys and
recording before andor during dewvelopment

Guidanoe with regard o development and hisionc farmsteads can be found af:
mmmmmmmmlummmMm
character-siatement! and also by discussion with e LPA

The information in this report will need o be attached as Appendix 1 to
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WMap 6f HER Data
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Further information

The Historic Envwir Record G lation report (Appendix 1)
pravides information about designabed and non-designated hertage ass=ls an
and adjacen! to a proposed development site.  This informalion s taken from
informalion recorded in the West Sussex Hisloic Emvironment Record
(WSHER), including hisloric maps.

The Historic Environment Record Consultation report [Appendix 1) will be
comgieted by the Wesl Sussex Hisloric Envimonment Record Team. This repart
identifies heritage assets recorded in W3HER thal are |ocaled within the
development site ar within 250m of the development site.* This information
should inform proposals and the production of a Heritage Statement required
by the Local Planning Autharity in accordance with the Nalional Planning Pobicy
Framework.

The National Planning Policy F i (D for C ities and
Local Government, July 2018) Section 184 siales thal: i defermining
oppications, docal planning outhorities should require an appiicont to describe the
significance of any heritoge ossets offected. including oany contribution made by their
setting. The level of defail shouid be propartionate to the ossets” importance and no
mare than ks sufficient fo understond the potendial dmpact af the proposal on their
sigalficance. As o rimimum bhe refevant fisoric enwronment record showd bave been
c ond the ge assets using oppropriate expertise where
mecessary. Where o site an which deveiogment is propased includes or has the
patential fo induwde keritage assets willh archoeofogicn! iderest, bocal plonming
outhorities showld require develapers to submit an cppropriote desi-based

oad, wihere aecessary, o fleid evoluotion.

Pl=ase use ®e information provided in e Historic Environment Record
Consultation report [Appendix 1) to aid the complelion of the Heritage
Statement. Both of these documents will nesd 1o be completed and submilted
Lo the Local Planning Authority with the planning application.

Descripfon of the lerm Heritage Asset: A building, monument, site, place, arsa
or landscape idenlified a= having a degree ol significance meriting
consideralion in planning decsions, because of its heritage inberesl. Herilage
Azzal includes desigrated herilage assets and assels idenlified by the local
planning authority (incuding local Esfing).

*The informadion in the West Sussex Cownty Councl Mision: Epwvionment Record
afbough venfied as far as possible, is no! defindve and WSHER cannal be held
responsite for any naccuackes 0 Me data. The 100m and 250m distances mocated
are given as a guide in order fo idenity henfage assefs that may be affectsd by the
pmoposal The Local Planming Aufhorty may identdy further designated’ and/or non-
designared henfages assefs that requie further research fo determing Me impact of the
proposed development on these assats andior their seting
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