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From: saml@meridiancivils.co.uk <saml@meridiancivils.co.uk> 
Sent: 21 September 2026 09:47
To: Hamish.evans@midsussex.co.uk
Cc: isaacw@meridiancivils.co.uk
Subject: RE: DM/26/1224 - Gilridge Brighton Road Handcross Haywards Heath West Sussex RH17 6BZ - 
Surface Water Drainage
 
Very good morning, Hamish, just tried to give you a call. 
 
Just hoping to discuss the rationale behind the infiltration testing and subsequent interpretation for the 
project above. I have attached the initial response from yourself. 
 
As you know, the reason the testing wasn’t compliant is due to the tests not being completed 3 times 
(only 2) and from 75% to 25% full however, when rates are steady the testing can take a long time to 
undertake meaning it isn’t always possible to stay the duration of the three tests. In these scenarios we 
quite often extrapolate providing there is a clear trend within the previous and extrapolated tests. In our 
experience the relevant authorities are generally understanding of this and don’t expect companies to 
stay on site for 14 hours plus and allow us to extrapolate the data to assume a rate. In this case the site 
investigation team were on site for 12+ hours and to see the third test through may have taken another 
4-5 hours. 
 
We are hoping the above explanation justifies extrapolation in this case, especially as there as quite a 
clear trend in terms of water drop. 
 
Happy to have a chat on the phone to discuss if easier. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Sam Lee BEng (Hons) PfCO

 

e: saml@meridiancivils.co.uk  

You don't often get email from saml@meridiancivils.co.uk. Learn why this is important

mailto:saml@meridiancivils.co.uk
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


w: www.meridiancivils.co.uk 
p:  01273 102743
m: 01273 049236
 
The information contained in this message or any of its attachments is confidential and is intended for the exclusive use of the 
addressee. The information may also be legally privileged. The views expressed may not be those of Meridian Civil Engineering 
Consultancy Ltd, but the personal views of the originator. If you are not the addressee, any disclosure, reproduction, distribution or 
other dissemination or use of this communication is strictly prohibited. Meridian Civil Engineering Consultancy Ltd has taken every 
reasonable precaution to ensure that any attachment to this e-mail has been swept for viruses. However, Meridian Civil Engineering 
Consultancy Ltd cannot accept liability for any damage sustained as a result of software viruses and would advise that you carry out 
your own virus checks before opening any attachment.  All instructions for works to be undertaken by Meridian Civil Engineering 
Consultancy Ltd are subject to Meridian Civil Engineering Consultancy Ltd standard Terms and Conditions (unless explicitly 
stated).  Terms and Conditions available upon request
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Hamish Evans

Planning Department 

Mid Sussex District Council   

Oaklands Road

Haywards Heath

West Sussex
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Dear Hamish,

 

RE: DM/26/1224 – Gilridge Brighton Road Handcross Haywards Heath West Sussex RH17 6BZ

 

Thank you for your consultation on the above site.



The applicant is applying for the discharge of planning conditions 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 16 relating to planning application DM/25/0193. We have reviewed the information relating to Condition 5 as this relates to surface water drainage.



Following a review of the submitted information, we have noted insufficient information has been provided to meet the wording of Condition 5.



We note that infiltration is being proposed as the method of surface water discharge. While we do not object to the principle of infiltration, we are concerned about the viability of soakaways at the site. Infiltration testing has been carried out however; the testing is not compliant with BRE365 as several of the tests failed to reach the required depth and the results have been extrapolated. BRE365 relies on multiple tests being completed to provide a worse case scenario for infiltration at the site and this has not been provided. In order to remove this objection, we would expect to see further infiltration testing carried out at the site to prove the viability of soakaways as the method of surface water discharge. We would note that the level of detail on maintenance and management, as required by Condition 5, is acceptable but may be subject to change depending on the approved surface water drainage scheme.



Therefore, we would recommend Condition 5 is not discharged until updated information is received addressing the above points.



Reason

To prevent flooding in accordance with National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 170, 173, 174, 176 and 177  by ensuring the satisfactory management of local flood risk, surface water flow paths, storage and disposal of surface water from the site in a range of rainfall events and ensuring the SuDS proposed operates as designed for the lifetime of the development.



Yours sincerely, 





Flood Risk and Drainage Team

Mid Sussex District Council
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CORPORATE ESTATES & FACILITIES
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