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Date Descrip-on 
2023 Over the preceding years the congrega9on at Hurstpierpoint 

Methodist Church steadily declined leaving just 16 people in 2023. 
December 2023 Church use ceased - Due to dwindling congrega9on numbers and 

the escala9ng costs of running a building of this age and scale, the 
church became unviable to run. The congrega9on was absorbed by 
neighbouring churches. 

16th February 2024 Hurstpierpoint Methodist Church became an Asset of Community 
Value following an applica9on for this by the Parish Council. 

23rd April 2024 Process with regards to disposing the ACV began (as set out within 
the requirements of the Localism Act 2011) 

- The Church no9fied the Local Authority (Mid Sussex) of its 
inten9on to sell the Church at this point the “interim 
moratorium period” started. 

- The church was adver9sed for sale to local community 
groups, giving interested par9es 6 weeks to express an 
interest in purchasing the asset. 

31st May 2024 Parish Council expressed an interest in purchasing the church 
triggering the “full moratorium period”. This allowed 6 months for 
the interested party to prepare and submit a bid to purchase the 
church. 
* If by the end of the 6-month period the asset has not been sold, 
the church is able to dispose of the asset in the normal way during a 
protected period (18 months from end of 6- month period).* 

22nd October 2024 The Parish Council / Interested Party did not purchase the Church 
within the 6 month period. This allowed the Church to be 
adver9sed and sold on the open market. 
 
These dates are confirmed under the ACV tab here: 
h\ps://www.midsussex.gov.uk/about-us/open-data/  

January 2025 
 
 
6th February 2025 

The church was listed in the 6th February 2025 (on 20th January 
2025) Clive Emson property auc9on with a reasonable guide price 
of £500,000-£550,000.  
 
A number of public viewing dates were arranged as follows: 
 
Fridays: 17th / 24th / 31st January 
 
Tuesdays: 21st / 28th January / 4th February 
 
These viewings were open to anyone with an interest of buying the 
property, this would include the Parish Council or any other 
community groups, and the sale was adver9sed on the internet, by 
on site “for sale” boards and no9fica9ons in the local press. 
 

https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/about-us/open-data/
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The Clive Emson sales par9culars used to adver9se the site for 
auc9on are provided at Appendix 1. 
 
Clive Emson have confirmed that they were contacted by a lady at 
the Parish Council reques9ng a site visit from their surveyor. The 
auc9oneers agreed a 9me for the surveyor to visit the site for 
1.5hours. They have not been able to confirm whether the Parish 
Council made a bid on the property due to confiden9ality, however, 
they have confirmed that the Parish Council were aware of the 
auc9ons owing to the fact they arranged a surveyor to visit. 

6th February 2025 The property went to auc9on but did not sell. 
March 2025 The property was relisted for the 20th March Auc9on. Again, the 

property was adver9sed and opportunity given for interested 
par9es to visit the site on the following dates: 
 
Mondays: 3rd / 10th / 17th March 
Thursdays: 6th / 13th March 
Wednesday 19th March 
 

20th March 2025 Property was purchased at auc9on on the open market by 
Marymount Proper9es Ltd (the applicant).  

17th April 2025 The sale of the Church to Marymount Proper9es Ltd (the applicant) 
completed. As a result of the sale within the appropriate 9me 
period, the property was delisted as an ACV and is no longer an 
Asset of Community Value. Confirma9on of this from Mid Sussex 
District Council is provided at Appendix 2 by: 
 
Jayne Souter  
Interim Senior Property Surveyor 
MBA MRICS MCIArb LLB(Hons) ACILEX 
Estates Services & Building Control Support Officer 
Corporate Estates & Facili9es Business Unit 
Telephone: (01444) 477160          
jayne.souter@midsussex.gov.uk 
 

 

mailto:jayne.souter@midsussex.gov.uk
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Appendix 1: Clive Emson Sales Par9culars (note guide price has been updated since auc9on 
property was sold) 
 

 
 



Summary of Marke-ng & Adver-sing of Methodist church 42 Cuckfield Road 
Hurstpierpoint Hassocks BN6 9SA For Sale 

3rd July 2025 
 



Summary of Marke-ng & Adver-sing of Methodist church 42 Cuckfield Road 
Hurstpierpoint Hassocks BN6 9SA For Sale 

3rd July 2025 

Appendix 2: Confirma9on from Mid Sussex District Council that ACV process was 
appropriately carried out and property has been removed from the ACV Register (with A9f 
confirming the website will be updated imminently to reflect the Churches removal) 
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our disclaimer below)
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message from your system immediately. Please do not read, disclose, copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. Unauthorised use is strictly prohibited and
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From: Jayne Souter <Jayne.Souter@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: Friday, March 14, 2025 8:41 am
To: Lesley Curtis
Cc: Kim Jegede <Kim.Jegede@midsussex.gov.uk>; Lawrence Corr <Lawrence.Corr@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Methodist church 42 Cuckfield Road Hurstpierpoint Hassocks BN6 9SA - Asset of Community Value
 
Good morning Lesley
 
I can confirm that your clients are free to sell this property at auction on 20th March as they are currently in the protected
period. However, MSDC would require a notice in writing of a confirmed intention to dispose , once terms have been
agreed with a particular individual and solicitors instructed , either pre or post the auction .
 
Please can you notify MSDC when the disposal has completed ,  as at that stage , MSDC will be obliged to remove the
property from the ACV list and the restriction on Title.
 
Kind Regards
 
Jayne
 
Jayne Souter
Interim Senior Property Surveyor
MBA MRICS MCIArb LLB(Hons) ACILEX
Estates Services & Building Control Support Officer
Corporate Estates & Facilities Business Unit
Telephone: (01444) 477160         
jayne.souter@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk


