
From:                                 Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  17 June 2025 12:22:18 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Joseph Swift" <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Mark Hayler" <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To 
The West Of Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex

Joseph, 
 
Thanks for sending through additional information for the Discharge of planning condition no 17 
relating to planning application DM/18/0509. This is sufficient to discharge the condition. I would 
however, recommend that no structural timber on the play equipment, comes directly into 
contact with the ground.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nicole Batten-Evatt CMLI (she/her)
Landscape Architect
Contracts and Services 
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS
Telephone: 01444 477485
Mobile:  07803 630080
Switchboard: 01444 458166
nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

NORMAL WORKING DAYS – Monday – Thursday 

 
From: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 June 2025 12:42
To: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Hayler <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West 
Of Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
 
Good afternoon Nicole, 
 
Following your comments.  
 
The agent has now come back with some amendments as per the attached. 
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Please can you advise if this is now sufficient? 
 
Many thanks  
 
Joseph Swift BA (Hons) MPLAN 
Senior Planning Officer (Brookleigh) 
01444 477319 
joseph.swift@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 

 
From: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 21 May 2025 12:45
To: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Hayler <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West 
Of Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
 
Joseph, 
 
Thanks for sharing the Freeks Farm play area drawing produced by Public Open Space dated 
9th May 2025 – R1. 
 
I have reviewed the plan against the comments I provided previously and still have the following 
comments: 
 
Access within the play space – Information has been provided which shows Grass Mat Safety 
Surfacing around and connecting the individual pieces of play equipment. There is no surfacing 
from the gate.  This could limit use to dry months only and restrict who is able to access the 
facility to able bodied people only. Thought should be given to providing access to at least some 
of the play area for people with limited mobility, and in winter months from the gate. 
 
Play equipment material –information is still required regarding the equipment material 
specification. Particularly structural posts and footings.  
 
Play equipment play value – The revised design shows thought has been given to people with 
limited mobility which is positive, but there is limited play value offered by the equipment shown. 
Thought should be given to providing opportunity for inclusive play for a wider age 
range.  Wheelchair accessible equipment has been provided with no means of accessing it from 
the gate. If an in ground unit like the proposed wheelchair trampoline is provided, thought must 
be given to drainage of that unit. 
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Plant selection – This plan appears to suggest planting is proposed within the play area. If 
planting is included in the proposals, please provide species information. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Nicole Batten-Evatt CMLI
Landscape Architect
Contracts and Services 
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS
Telephone: 01444 477485
Mobile:  07803 630080
Switchboard: 01444 458166
nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

NORMAL WORKING DAYS – Monday – Thursday 

 
From: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 19 May 2025 14:11
To: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Hayler <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West 
Of Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
 
Good afternoon Nicole,  
 
Following your comments as set out below, I have raised these with the applicant and they have 
provided the attached updated play area proposal plan.  
 
Please can you advise if this is sufficient to address your comments.  
 
Many thanks  
 
Joe  
 
Joseph Swift BA (Hons) MPLAN 
Senior Planning Officer (Brookleigh) 
01444 477319 
joseph.swift@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
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From: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 15 April 2025 14:08
To: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Hayler <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West Of 
Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
 
Joseph, 
 
Thank you for providing the additional information and for the opportunity to comment on the 
play area proposals for DM/25/0947 - Land To The West Of  Freeks Lane  Burgess Hill  West 
Sussex. 
 
Further information required before condition can be discharged. 
 
I have reviewed the following drawings: 

• Landscape Masterplan - 1543/010 Rev E 
• Site Location Plan - AA7888-2001 
• Northern Gateway Landscape Vignette - 1543/008 Rev E 

 
Position of play area within site – The LEAP is located in the north of the site and is overlooked 
by residential properties, although mature trees may limit the natural surveillance. The play area 
is well overlooked from the road to the west which on the information provided, does not lead 
anywhere currently so is unlikely to offer much in the way of natural surveillance. 
 
Access to the play space – a gravel dressed path provides good access to the play area from 
the rest of the surrounding area. 
 
Access within the play space – based on the information provided, the surface within the play 
area is grass. This could limit use to dry months only and restrict who is able to access the 
facility to able bodied people only. Thought should be given to providing access to at least some 
of the play area for people with limited mobility, and in winter months. More information is 
needed regarding surface treatments including impact attenuating surface. 
 
Boundary treatment – more information is required regarding the boundary treatment. 
 
Play equipment material – more information is required regarding the equipment material 
specification. Particularly structural posts and footings.  
 
Play equipment play value – there is limited play value offered by the equipment shown. 
Thought should be given to providing opportunity for play for a wider age range. Thought should 
also be given to providing at least one piece of inclusive play. 
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Street furniture – more information is needed regarding what street furniture is being provided. 
 
Plant selection – no information is provided regarding planting but it is good to see retained and 
proposed trees around the play area to offer shade. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nicole Batten-Evatt CMLI
Landscape Architect
Estate Services & Building Control 
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS
Telephone: 01444 477485
Mobile:  07803 630080
Switchboard: 01444 458166
nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

NORMAL WORKING DAYS – Monday – Thursday 

 
From: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 15 April 2025 11:51
To: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Hayler <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West 
Of Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
 
Hi Nicole,  
 
Thank you for your email.  
 
I have attached a copy of the Landscape Master Plan and a location plan, which hopefully 
provides you with the additional information required.  
 
If you need any further information let me know.  
 
Many thanks  
 
Joseph Swift BA (Hons) MPLAN 
Senior Planning Officer (Brookleigh) 
01444 477319 
joseph.swift@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 14 April 2025 11:32
To: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Hayler <Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West 
Of Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
 
Joseph, 
 
In order to be able to comment on the submitted plans for discharge of condition 17 
(DM/18/0509) are you able to direct me to some up to date drawings which show the play area 
in context? I need to be able to understand proximity to other play areas and how busy the 
roads are likely to be. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Nicole Batten-Evatt CMLI 
Landscape Architect 
Estate Services & Building Control 
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1SS 
Telephone: 01444 477485 
Mobile:  07803 630080 
Switchboard: 01444 458166 
nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk  
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2
F&data=05%7C02%7CJoseph.Swift%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Cda1f520c79444cdbbdf708dd7b3
f9914%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638802236015617997%7CU
nknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXa
W4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDPLlkdOQYMvn2
yKGjJsbiqRlBOAU%2FsoUW070aIGaWE%3D&reserved=0 
NORMAL WORKING DAYS – Monday – Thursday 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: mpc@midsussex.gov.uk <mpc@midsussex.gov.uk>  
Sent: 08 April 2025 13:22 
To: Nicole Batten-Evatt <nicole.batten-evatt@midsussex.gov.uk>; Mark Hayler 
<Mark.Hayler@midsussex.gov.uk>; planningsystemssupport 
<planningsystemssupport@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Subject: Planning application consultation for application - DM/25/0947 - Land To The West Of 
Freeks Lane Burgess Hill West Sussex  
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[You don't often get email from mpc@midsussex.gov.uk. Learn why this is important at 
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
Please find attached a consultation letter from Mid Sussex District Council - DM/25/0947 
 
Regards 
 
Service Support Team, Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, Haywards 
Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1SS 
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