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Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided 
below.

Comments were submitted at 25/03/2025 11:57 AM.

Application Summary
Address: Land North Of Leylands Road Burgess Hill West Sussex 

Proposal:

The installation of 1 No. 30 metre high lattice tower mounted with 
9 No. antennas, 12 No. cabinets, within a compound comprised of 
2.4 metre high palisade fencing painted green, 1 No. electrical 
metre cabinet and associated development thereto. 

Case Officer: Hamish Evans 

Click for further information

Customer Details
Address: 14 The Willows Burgess Hill

Comments Details
Commenter Type: Neighbour or general public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:

Comments: We strongly object to the installation of a 30 metre mast on green 
space used by members of the public daily, as it will be an 
eyesore for both local residents who have been consulted, and 
also visually impact a far wider area of people who haven't been 
consulted, with minimal benefit to the local community. Detailed 
comments as follows...

Minimal consultation with surrounding neighbourhood. We 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpa.midsussex.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FcentralDistribution.do%3FcaseType%3DApplication%26keyVal%3DSSRDHKKT04L00&data=05%7C02%7Chamish.evans%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C24527125414049d9407f08dd6b943d39%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638785006632259950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YKtOG7sXK1WooUmY%2FMxi27dQ53j%2F7OVDo%2B6UlE8iG4Q%3D&reserved=0


understand that only 14 properties have been contacted by letter 
regarding the proposed mast installation. It is also noted that only 
3 properties East of the railway line have been consulted, when at 
30 metres in height (24 metres above the level of the existing 
railway track!!), this mast will have a visual impact upon hundreds 
of houses in the area (both East and West of the railway track)

Visual impact on surrounding area. This mast, at 30 metres in 
height, will dwarf all around it, and will have a significant visual 
impact on both the immediate, and surrounding area. This can 
clearly be seen in photographic "View 2 - The Blackthorns" where 
the mast towers above the local houses. It should also be noted 
that the photographs demonstrating the impact on the area were 
taken in September, and early October 2024, when the trees were 
fully covered in leaves. The impact of the mast in these photos 
would be considerably worse had the photos been taken between 
November and March when the trees in the photos had shed their 
leaves. It is also noted that no photographic evidence was 
presented of the visual impact this 30 meter high mast would have 
on the area to the East of the railway line, or further afield to the 
West. 

Government regulations on applications for mobile masts stipulate 
that local residents should be allowed to make their views known, 
and that the rollout of telecoms infrastructure is carried out in "a 
transparent and appropriate way". The LPA's decision should be 
based on the siting and appearance of a new mast. The 
photographic evidence presented in the planning documents is 
certainly not presented in a transparent and appropriate way, as 
for example View 3 only shows the bottom of the mast, and View 
1 and View 4 only show the impact when the trees are fully 
covered in leaves. There is no photographic evidence of the 
significant visual impact this mast will have from the East of the 
railway line (Manor Field, Janes Lane, Valebridge Road), or to the 
West of the railway along Maple Drive or Leylands Road areas.

Significant local visual impact, with minimal local benefit. Based 
on the Predicted Radio Coverage from the Proposed Site (Annexe 
B of the Technical Support Statement), the local benefit in terms 
of improved mobile signal will be fairly limited to the immediate 
area, and across Bedelands Nature Reserve. The beneficiaries 
will be commuters on trains (who won't have to live with a 30 
metre mast), rather than the local community.

The proposed land on which this 30 metre high mast is to be built 
is a popular walkway for commuters, parents and school children 
accessing local schools and nurseries, dog walkers and for 
access to the popular Bedelands Nature Reserve. I am not aware 
of any consultation with these interested parties, and their views 
on the impact the installation of a 30 metre high mast would have 
on them. It is also an area housing considerable wildlife.



Is this the most suitable site for a 30 metre mast, given the 
negative visual impact it will have on the area, and the limited 
local benefit? I don't believe it is.

Kind regards 

 


