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Hi Joseph 
 
Please see a response from the contamination consultant below: 
 
Ground Gas 
It’s unlikely gas protection shall be required, however, to provide assurance of this we recommended further gas 
monitoring targeting worst-case weather conditions which is when atmospheric pressures are (ideally rapidly) falling 
to below 1000mB.
  
Following the very fine summer we’ve experienced persistent high pressure this hasn’t been possible. 
  
We therefore propose to await low pressure fronts, possibly during Oct/Nov/Dec and complete a further three 
rounds of monitoring in order to target worst-case conditions to conclude the risk assessment.
  
Asbestos Deviations 
We use (amongst others) i2 Analytical Limited (Normec i2 Analytical).  Their preferred asbestos sampling tub is the 
smaller white plastic one shown on the left of the attached photograph.  At the time of the investigation we’d run 
out of small tubs and couldn’t get more dispatched, so we used the larger white tub (on the right)
  
From a technical aspect, use of the larger tubs (which other laboratories accept), provides a greater mass and in 
doing so a greater possibility of capturing asbestos fibres within a soil sample simply because a larger and more 
representative sample is submitted.
  
I2 deviate because they want the smaller tub as it’s easier for them to distribute and process.  In practice the large 
sample/tub is more representative. 
  
Thus, in my view the deviation does not impact the result.  By contrast, if we had requested hydrocarbon or organics 
analysis from a sample within a plastic tub and not an amber glass jar – this would be a credible deviation.
 
Kind regards, 
 
Katie Martin BSc (Hons) MSc MRTPI 
Senior Planner
Planning
  

  

Savills, Runway East - York and Elder, 50 New England Street, Brighton, BN1 4AW 
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From: Joseph Swift <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 15 September 2026 12:43
To: Katie Martin <katie.martin@savills.com>
Subject: DM/26/1945
 

 
Good afternoon Katie, 
  
RE: Discharge of condition no 4 relating planning application DM/23/3250 
  
AT: Land West Of Selsfield Road, Ardingly, West Sussex 
  
REFERENCE: DM/26/1945 
  
The Councils Contaminated Land Officer has provided the following comments: 
  
‘I have reviewed the Preliminary Risk Assessment and Site Investigation by Aviron Associates 
Limited, dated July 2026, ref: 26-186.01. Whilst the report satisfactorily addresses the 
requirements of Part (a) of the condition, I do not consider that Parts (b) and (c) have been 
adequately addressed at this stage.
  
The report includes a preliminary risk assessment, intrusive site investigation. However, the 
submitted assessment confirms that the single round of gas monitoring was not undertaken 
during worst-case conditions and explicitly recommends that further monitoring is required to 
complete the gas risk assessment. The report concludes that a prolonged period of gas 
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monitoring should be undertaken to complete the assessment and determine whether any gas 
protection measures are required.
  
As the consultant has identified the need for further monitoring before the gas risk assessment 
can be finalised, I am not satisfied that sufficient information has been provided to complete the 
detailed assessment of risk required by Part (b) of the condition. Consequently, the 
requirements of Part (c) have also not been met, as any remediation or gas protection 
measures cannot be fully determined until the gas risk assessment has been completed.
  
Should the applicant's consultant consider, in light of the site history, conceptual site model and 
available guidance, that further ground gas monitoring is not necessary, a revised technical 
justification should be submitted explaining why the gas risk assessment can be considered 
complete without additional monitoring. This is a matter for the applicant's consultant to justify 
and demonstrate.
  
In addition, whilst the report concludes that asbestos was not detected within the samples 
tested, the laboratory certificates record sample deviations for all asbestos analyses, noting 
"incorrect container/insufficient material provided". The submitted report does not discuss these 
limitations or provide confirmation that the laboratory considered the asbestos results to remain 
valid despite the recorded deviations. Clarification should therefore be provided to demonstrate 
that the asbestos assessment is sufficiently robust.
  
The condition should therefore not be discharged at this time. Further ground gas monitoring 
should be undertaken in accordance with the recommendations of the submitted report, or 
alternatively a revised technical justification provided demonstrating why additional monitoring is 
not required. The results, together with a final contamination risk assessment and any 
necessary remediation strategy, should then be submitted for review. Clarification should also 
be provided regarding the validity of the asbestos analysis results.’
  
As you can see, I will require some additional information in order to discharge this condition, 
the additional information can be emailed to me directly. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Joseph Swift BA (Hons) MPLAN 
Senior Planning Officer (Brookleigh) 
01444 477319 
Mid Sussex District Council 
joseph.swift@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
  

  
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
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The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 
any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments. 

NOTICE: This email is intended for the named recipient only. It may contain privileged and 
confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, notify the sender immediately and 
destroy this email. You must not copy, distribute or take action in reliance upon it. Whilst all 
efforts are made to safeguard emails, the Savills Group cannot guarantee that attachments are 
virus free or compatible with your systems and does not accept liability in respect of viruses or 
computer problems experienced. The Savills Group reserves the right to monitor all email 
communications through its internal and external networks.

For information on how Savills processes your personal data please see our privacy policy

Savills plc. Registered in England No 2122174. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, 
W1G 0JD.

Savills plc is a holding company, subsidiaries of which are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)

Savills (UK) Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in England No 2605138. Regulated 
by RICS. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, W1G 0JD.

Savills Advisory Services Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in England No 
06215875. Regulated by RICS. Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, W1G 0JD.

Savills Commercial Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in England No 2605125. 
Registered office: 33 Margaret Street, London, W1G 0JD.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.savills.co.uk%2Ffooter%2Fprivacy-policy.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cjoseph.swift%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C10621e1cf6474fe6b6b408df15b2674f%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639253528425761930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1NDfcfMj4Woeq0%2FAp%2FuAB2xL532urdtaDYpsR5To0Eo%3D&reserved=0


Savills Channel Islands Limited. A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in Guernsey No. 29285. 
Registered office: Royal Terrace, Glategny Esplanade, St Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 2HN. 
Registered with the Guernsey Financial Services Commission. No. 86723.

Martel Maides Limited (trading as Savills). A subsidiary of Savills plc. Registered in Guernsey 
No. 18682. Registered office: Royal Terrace, Glategny Esplanade, St Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 
2HN . Registered with the Guernsey Financial Services Commission. No. 57114.

We are registered with the Scottish Letting Agent Register, our registration number is 
LARN1902057.

Please note any advice contained or attached in this email is informal and given purely as 
guidance unless otherwise explicitly stated. Our views on price are not intended as a formal 
valuation and should not be relied upon as such. They are given in the course of our estate 
agency role. No liability is given to any third party and the figures suggested are in accordance 
with Professional Standards PS1 and PS2 of the RICS Valuation – Global Standards 
(incorporating the IVSC International Valuation Standards) effective from 31 January 2025 
together, the ''Red Book'. Any advice attached is not a formal ("Red Book") valuation, and 
neither Savills nor the author can accept any responsibility to any third party who may seek to 
rely upon it, as a whole or any part as such. If formal advice is required this will be explicitly 
stated along with our understanding of limitations and purpose.

BEWARE OF CYBER-CRIME: Our banking details will not change during the course of a 
transaction. Should you receive a notification which advises a change in our bank account 
details, it may be fraudulent and you should notify Savills who will advise you accordingly. 










