
From:                                 Hannah McLaughlin <hannah.mclaughlin@dhaplanning.co.uk>
Sent:                                  09 May 2025 11:21:20 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Steven King" <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: DM/25/0827 Land East of Lunce's Hill, Fox Hill, Haywards Heath

Dear Steven, 
 
Thank you for your email which is safely received. I will come back to you with comprehensive update on all 
matters next week and in the meantime I will send this on to our arboricultural consultant. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Hannah 
 
Hannah McLaughlin 
Associate 
 
Gatwick: 01293 221320 
Maidstone: 01622 776226 
Mobile: 07789 720784 
Email: hannah.mclaughlin@dhaplanning.co.uk
 
Have a site to discuss? Give us a call or visit our interactive map to get started 
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This message is confidential to the intended recipient. It does not constitute a legally binding document on the sender or recipient. If you have received this 
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CYBERCRIME ALERT: BEWARE OF FRAUDSTERS - REMAIN VIGILANT - Please note that our bank account details WILL NOT change during the 
course of a transaction, and we will NOT notify you of a change of our bank details via email. Please be careful to check account details with us in person 
if in any doubt. We will not accept responsibility if you transfer money into an incorrect account. 
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From: Steven King <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 09 May 2025 10:01
To: Hannah McLaughlin <hannah.mclaughlin@dhaplanning.co.uk>
Subject: DM/25/0827 Land East of Lunce's Hill, Fox Hill, Haywards Heath
 
[External email - This message originated from outside DHA – prior to opening any attachments 
or opening links, please ensure their authenticity with the sender] 
Dear Hannah 
 
I have now received comments from the Councils Tree Officer on the above application, and I 
have copied these below and included the attachments that are referred to. 
 
‘I have reviewed the Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) for this proposal and find that it 
would be acceptable with regards to trees in our district. 
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I note that this application spans both Mid Sussex District and Lewes District and therefore, 
have focused on the trees, hedges, and groups within our district only. 
 
T3 (a category U oak tree) is listed to be felled. On reading the description from the survey and 
of the defects on this tree, it sounded as though it may be a veteran and therefore important to 
retain the ecological value and not fell such an important tree. Further, following up on a query 
from The Woodland Trust about the status and categorisation of these trees, it was decided that 
a site visit was required to assess these potential veteran trees.
 
I have now visited the site and carried out a RAVEN assessment (see attached documents) on 
T3 and T13. Whilst T13 does not meet the criterion of the RAVEN assessment to being a 
veteran tree, it is undoubtably of high value and has veteran features and potential. T3, 
however, does meet the criterion and in my opinion is a veteran tree and needs to be 
considered as such. Therefore, I believe that this tree needs to be retained and considered as 
the veteran I find it to be.  
 
G29 (a category A group of mixed species, including oaks) is mentioned in the AIA as having a 
minor incursion into the root protection areas. I would need more detailed information as to how 
these trees will be protected. An Arboricultural Method Statement should cover this, or the 
proposed development would ideally be placed outside of the RPA of these valuable trees.’
 
 
Policy DP37 in the Mid Sussex District Plan states in part that ‘…aged or veteran trees will be 
protected.’ This policy reflects the advice in para 193c) of the NPPF which states ‘development 
resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as ancient woodland and 
ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless
there are wholly exceptional reasons, and a suitable compensation strategy exists.’ 
 
I don’t believe that the proposed development would constitute a wholly exception reason, given 
the examples that are referred to in footnote 70 of the NPPF. 
 
I’d therefore be grateful for your response to the concerns that have been raised regarding 
these trees. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Steven King, BSc (Hons) Dip TP, MRTPI 
Team Leader, Major Development 
Development Management   
01444 477556 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
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The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 
any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments. 


