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Landscape Analysis

Ecdoay & Diodiversity
The Existing Deteriorated Stte

Enhancement of the Retained Woodland

The proposed landscape and ecological enhancement
(Rewilding) strategy is at the heart of this proposal
and has been developed in collaboration with Ecology
consultants Arun Ecology and landscape designer
Nicholas Dexter.

Both the ancient woodland and the woodland within
the site suffer from invasive and problem species, which,
in combination with its history and neglect, have had a
profoundly detrimental effect on their baseline habitat
conditions (Poor). Therefore, the first component of the
rewilding strategy is to enhance the existing lowland
mixed deciduous woodland parcels. The method
of enhancement focuses on: establishing woodland
understorey with native woody plants, establishing
a woodland ground flora and the removal of INNS
(Rhododendron ponticum), management of canopy
cover and composition, and re-establishing woodland
processes such as natural decay.

Restoring and managing the woodlands will allow
ground flora and fauna to thrive and new, diverse
understory planting to take root. The next phase of
this strategy will be to habitat creation and ecological
enhancements at the site, providing species richness
and habitat diversity, resulting in an overall significant
net gain to biodiversity (30.73%). These critical
environmental measures underpin the overall design
proposal.

REMovaL oF INNS
PriMARILY RHODODENDRON PONITCUM

The proposed removal of the abundant invasive
rhododendrons will open up the understory
and allow light to reach the woodland floor.

This alone will significantly improve the local

biodiversity.
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MANAGING WoODLAND CANOPY

S

Selective thinning and removal of suppressed or
poorly formed trees will increase light at ground
level and support understorey and ground flora
b and fauna development. Canopy openings

¢} will be irregular to mimic natural woodland

patterns, while healthy native trees will be
retained and protected.
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~_ ENHANCING WOODLAND GROUND FLORA

In non-ancient woodland parcels, ground flora diversity will be improved
mainly through structural management and natural regeneration.

|l Where vegetation is sparse or species-poor, locally appropriate
woodland plants or seed mixes may be sown, following light ground
disturbance to create suitable establishment conditions.
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Surveyed Trees

Derelict Building to be Removed

RE-ESTABLISHING WOODLAND UNDERSTOREY

Native shrubs such as blackthorn, hawthorn and hazel
will be planted to enhance the woodland understorey and
complement the existing, sparsely distributed shrub layer.
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DEADWOOD & MONOLITH CREATION

Standing and fallen deadwood will be retained and
3 increased to enhance habitat diversity. Selected trees
may be converted into monoliths and deadwood may
be intentionally damaged to accelerate decay and
create microhabitats. Felled timber will remain on site
in varied conditions to support fungi, invertebrates
and other woodland wildlife.

FEATURES:

o Existing tracks will be utilised as access into the
woodlands for management and conservation to
prevent further ground flora damage.

o Removal of derelict buildings and rubbish on-site.
This involves clearing any contaminants on-site (i.e.
glass, mattress, plastics dumped on-site).

» Removal of specific trees and problem plants identified
in the Tree Survey, to open up existing woodland areas
and create areas with increased light conditions.

o Excavated foundations and hardstands from the site
(fuel storage tank remains) are to be reused on the site
wherever possible (gabion walls etc.).

o Deer-exclusion fencing will be temporarily installed
around the site perimeter to protect areas of lowland
mixed deciduous woodland and ancient woodland
parcels from deer browsing pressure, thereby
supporting woodland enhancement and regeneration.
Fencing will be retained only until planting and natural
regeneration are successfully established, after which it
will be removed.

o Machinery use will be avoided in ancient woodland
and restricted to designated routes elsewhere to
minimise soil and root damage.
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Landscape Analysis

Ecdoay & Diodiversity
The Proposed Rewilded Site

Habitat Creation & Ecological Evhancements

The comprehensive Rewilding of the site is at the at
the heart of this proposal and is underpinned by the
proposed woodland habitat enhancement, creation of
new ecology rich habitats, installation of additional
ecological enhancements and a 30 year habitat
management and monitoring plan of the site.

The sites has been neglected, contaminated and
deteriorated since its intervention by the MOD, leaving
the site in a very poor ecological condition. The creation
of new diverse habitats are a critical component of the
rewilding scheme, delivering a 30.73% Biodiversity
Net Gain, improving the current poor condition into a
thriving ecological landscape (moderate and good) over
the next 30 years.

The additional ecological enhancements that are
proposed as part of the proposal, do not form part of
mandatory (BNG) net gain requirements, but have been
proposed to further enhance the local ecology through
the creation of further unique habitats and foraging
opportunities.

LowLaND M1xXEDp DeEciDuOUS WOODLAND

New native woodland areas will be connected to the existing
(enhanced) woodland parcels. To be made of various broad-leaved
trees with diverse shrubs and ground plants beneath. This layered
structure provides shelter, nesting sites and food for birds, mammals,

SoiL BANKS

Six raised soil mounds are proposed
to introduce topographical diversity,
creating various moisture levels, soil
conditions, and improved
grassland diversity. Increasing
biodiversity complexity

and encouraging the
B establishment of ecosystem
function across the
rewilding scheme.
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growing over species-rich BoxEs

grassland provide blossom linking habitats, helping species move through

the landscape and strengthening ecological
connectivity.

opportunities for the local wildlife. The
various heights and structures also
create an important habitat diversity
for wildlife and increasing ecological
connectivity across the landscape.

P

pollinators, birds and bats,
creating a diverse habitat
that supports a wide range
~Of wildlife.
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opportunities.

Habitat Creation:
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providing diverse breeding, feeding and sheltering areas.
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be stacked forming walls that extend from the
building into the landscape. These walls are allows
to naturally decay, supporting the cycling and
creating rich microhabitats that increase
biodiversity within the rewilding landscape.

The planted rooftop supports a diverse
selection of vegetation and stores rainwater. This
naturally merges the building into the landscape
whilst providing unique habitats and foraging
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INTENSIVE GREEN & BLUE ROOF
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FEATURES:

o Bird Life Enrichment - the combination of active
woodland management, species enrichment and the
introduction of a variety of new bird houses/boxes,
will provide new habitats and extensive foraging
opportunities, enhancing the local bird wildlife to
include the nightingale which is a Summer visitor to
this part of Sussex.

« Gabion walling (utilising on-site recycled demolition
waste) to integrate soil retention within the landscape
and provide habitats and foraging opportunities for the
local wildlife.

o Utilising established vehicular access track to avoid
the creation of an additional access. The Driveway will
be reinforced with a Ecological root protection grid to
prevent any negative impact onto the ground ecology.

o Built-In Habitats - Empty voids in the ‘Ray Wall’
boxing of the dwelling will be used to integrate
additional ecological enhancements such as bat boxes,
house sparrow boxes and insect boxes.

o Residential Garden Boundary - The dwelling area has
been clearly defined with fencing running along the
border with the rest of the rewilded site left to nature
and allowed to flourish.
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