
From:                                 Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Sent:                                  06 October 2025 16:28:38 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Andrew Horrell" <andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: NatureSpace Consultation- DM/25/2271 | Proposed access track

Hi Andrew, 

Thank you for your email, 
 
Yes I would recommend that a condition is included to secure the measures as detailed within 
the updated preliminary ecological appraisal

Best wishes,  

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex 

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
 

  
 

     

From: Andrew Horrell <andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: 06 October 2025 16:21
To: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: RE: NatureSpace Consultation- DM/25/2271 | Proposed access track 
 
External:  This email is from an external source.  Please exercise caution with attachments, links, 
or requests for information. 

mailto:Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturespaceuk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480270866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2B%2B79z9pacNR8Jdm2pWoAwG70hQOG4P7zSRJOOM6O6M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturespaceuk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480299308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XMDXWQFinYJDjq3fbeJv%2BjkVOXZ99GRGY3fjwexJTMs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.certifiedcarbon.com%2Fcompany%2Fnature-space%2Fr%2FrecsWMFfJCz2mm0x7&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480590745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4rjwVL6peBVqOAp446csWTagPITj1kxSQSrXGeKotEI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fnaturespacepartnership%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480609062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EiCcQI6ot%2BSCyghX6bJRITEHvT%2FnEV86ONechVmsbIQ%3D&reserved=0


Ms Downs,
 
In view of your response in relation to the above consultation from last week, we have 
now received an updated ecological appraisal outlining the measures you suggested. 
 
I assume you don’t need to be re-consulted, but would you suggest a condition that the 
ecological assessment is adhered to in terms of GCN protection.
 
Kind regards,
 
Andrew Horrell BA (Hons) MSc Town Planning
Planning Officer
Development Management
 
andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk (mail to andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk) http: 
//www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 
01444 477446
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 

 
 
 
From: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com> 
Sent: 02 October 2025 11:49
To: Andrew Horrell <andrew.horrell@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: planninginfo <planninginfo@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: NatureSpace Consultation- DM/25/2271 | Proposed access track
 
Good morning Andrew,
 
Planning reference:  DM/25/2271 | Proposed access track
 
Thank you for consulting us on the above planning application. The applicant has provided an 
ecological report in the form of - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, Land at Hill House Farm 
Cottages, Handcross Road, Staplefield, West Sussex, RH17 6EE, Ecology Partnership, August 
2025, which states: 



• "Dominated by mostly short sward grassland, the majority of the site was considered to 
support unsuitable terrestrial habitat for GCN, however taller areas of thistles may be 
more suitable. "

• "The closest pond 85m to the east of the site was inspected and found to be dry with no 
sign of any pond related vegetation. The only other pond within 250m is located 170m to 
the west and is located in a private garden and appears to be ornamental in nature with 
paved edges."

• "As such, the potential for GCN to be present on site is considered low."

• "Reasonable avoidance measures are recommended"
Due to small scale nature of works, and the distance of the nearest existing waterbody, it is 
considered that the works would be low risk enough to be mitigated for through reasonable 
avoidance measures, and therefore we agree with the approach suggested within the above 
report. However, it is recommended that these measures are written out in full including 
measures regarding vegetation clearance and material storage, and should be written by a 
suitably qualified ecologist. We suggest that this statement is either submitted to the LPA in 
support of the application prior to determination or secured via a condition. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
 

  
 

     

 
 

mailto:Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturespaceuk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480624100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lFs81ddH1i80w1SFANO07Lht6amr%2BGd4xk3gEVRSqPw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturespaceuk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480638670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kHiL6hs%2Fwv7cxtjMgreBSiY2MaN2eqfS8isMS1lvwg0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.certifiedcarbon.com%2Fcompany%2Fnature-space%2Fr%2FrecsWMFfJCz2mm0x7&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480653758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xt5p3MCLFV%2B9gXTInpFsqZW1gkOMJffzHpXFe3bdM%2Bg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fnaturespacepartnership%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.horrell%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C9fd5c8b2a1ae4e7895ff08de04ed0916%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638953613480668033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lPkuJj0jUZqgZVd1J7YMvCadeJwg1OHfReunNMmp2zE%3D&reserved=0


The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District 
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of 
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 
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