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Building for Healthy Life Assessment

The value of good, sustainable place-making is recognised 
by Homes England, and in order to ensure the realisation of 
a high-quality development which embodies these qualities 
it is important that the design process is founded upon an 
number of principles.

Building for Life sets out 12 principles working inwards from 
the wider neighbourhood, to the proposed character of the 
new development until it reaches the detail of the place and 
amenity immediately around the home.  The 12 principles and 
grouped into 4 sections.  Each principle is clearly illustrated 
with examples of what a qualitative response would be and 
what needs to be considered to achieve it. It also illustrates 
common pit falls and proposals that will have a negative 
impact on the healthy and sustainable life of a development.
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Building for Healthy Life Assessment Continued.

The assessment requires each item to be rated using a 
traffic light system. Where an item is rated red, this would 
typically trigger further investigation and, where feasible, the 
development of design measures to improve the outcome. 
 
BHL provides design guidance intended to support 
continuous refinement. It is a tool to inform and strengthen 
the evolving design process, and it has been applied in this 
way throughout the project.

A- Integrating into the Neighbourhood
	 1. Connections
	 2. Facilities and Services
	 3. Public Transport
	 4. Meeting Local Housing Requirements

B- Creating a Place
	 5. Character
	 6. Working with the Site and its Context
	 7. Creating Well Defined Streets and Spaces
	 8. Easy to Find your Way Around

C- Street and Home
	 9. Streets for All
	 10. Car Parking
	 11. Public and Private Spaces
	 12. External Storage and Amenity Space
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Building for Healthy Life Assessment Continued.

The assessment of the Reserved Matters proposals 
was undertaken by IDP in January 2026. Following 
a series of design workshops and review sessions 
with Design South East, IDP and the wider project 
design team have worked collaboratively to refine and 
strengthen the scheme—building on its key strengths 
and addressing the areas identified for improvement. 
 
The final assessment records 8 green and 4 orange 
ratings. The orange ratings primarily reflect either: 
 
Existing constraints within the surrounding neighbourhood 
that limit the ability to achieve a green rating; or 
specific highway design and adoption requirements 
that have curtailed certain aspirational design features. 
 
At each stage of the process, IDP and the design team have 
responded positively to independent design advice, using it 
to inform meaningful enhancements and ensure the scheme 
has evolved in a robust and considered manner.
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