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       Play Slope
The hillside park presents opportunities for an interesting playscape. The natural slopes 
of the landscape offers natural land forming for both climbing and slide activities, 
whilst providing a central, safe natural playground.

       Viewpoint
Utilising the topography of Hurst Farm the hillside park can provide a resting/ 
viewpoint upon entrance to the park. An opportunity for a lightweight structure offers 
a vantage point both across the development and beyond.
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1

5.6 HILLSIDE PARK

Hillside park is located within the upper centre of this development. This 
quieter park will service residents focused immediately north however is well 
connected through both cycle and footways to the rest of the development.  
An impressive topography gives an elevated view across the park and 
presents an opportunity for a viewpoint. Utilising the level changes the hillside 
park will provide an interesting playscape on the slope with a meandering 
footpath providing an accessible route through the park. Remainder of the 
park will include a new feature pond at the base of the slope providing both 
a focal point and natural drainage system. Furthermore this pond aims to 
connect into an existing stream network which will be accessed through a 

Hillside Park 
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        Pond
Base of the hillsdie park presents an opportunity to capture the stream water run-off 
and create a small pond. The pond will create a new focal point to the hillsdide park 
with picnic benches and more seating while also naturally managing any rain water 
run-off.

        Stream
An existing small stream flows from a NE-SW direction. The Hillside park will provide 
a waterside walk through the woodlands with intermittent crossing points across the 
stream utilising the natural water body.

        Walkways
A centralised footway will meander across the hillside park to alleviate the parks level 
changes. This widened footway will provide access to multiple user groups such as 
running, walking and cycling with resting points along route. 
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Walkway

A

A

New pond feature Rest points Play slope Resting points Climbing blocks Viewing platform/ space
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Hillside Park 

5.7 HILLSIDE PARK - TYPICAL SECTION
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STREET FURNITURE

Street furniture will need to be robust 
but suited to a semi rural setting. Mix of 
timber and steel used for bins, seats and 
benches.

The hillside slopes will be a mix of grass & 
wildflower mixes, while the addition of a 
new pond will welcome more aquatic plants. 

Central footways will use a resin 
bound surfacing, with timber used for 
boardwalks and self binding gravel for 
secondary paths

The playscape will be a real focal point to the hillside park. To help navigate the slope while 
keeping a rural aesthetic the playslope will use a mix of timber platforms, ropes and rock 
boulders  with steel slides and grass mounding supplying an added interests.

HARDSCAPE PLAYSCAPE PLANTING PALETTE

Picnic benches

Litter bins

Benches

Resin bound gravel Resin bound gravel

Timber boardwalk Climbing ropes

Self binding gravel Self binding gravel Timber play equipment

Grass mounding Amenity grass

Steel slide Downland Planting

Wildflower planting

Pond planting

Rock boulders

Timber platforms

5.8 HILLSIDE PARK - MATERIALITY
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       Play Slope
An allocation has been made for inclusion of an allotment space within the country 
park. Nestled into the slope the allotment avoids obstructing southern views while 
bordered with woodland and native hedgerows for further privacy.

       Cemetery
A considered approach will use planting, paths and trees to create a tranquil space 
inclusive with the country park. Bordering an ancient woodland and set on a hilltop 
with views facing south towards the south downs to the cemetery will evolve overtime.

2

1

5.9 COUNTRY PARK

The country park will be the largest park of the Hurst Farm development. The 
park aims to restore the previous pasture land use and be transformed back 
into a wildflower/grassland landscape. This new country park is visioned 
to become a destination for both local and surrounding residents and 
will cater for a mix of user groups. Integrated into the park, allotments, a 
cemetery and new reservoir will attract visitors from surrounding areas. The 
park will encourage users to access the grounds with a range of paths at 
different grades for a mix of abilities, promoting cycling, walking and running. 
Finally utilising the existing topography the country park will offer resting/ 
viewpoints to observe views both over the park and South Downs.

Country Park 
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        Picnic/ sheltered area
In support of the reservoir an allocated picnic space is provided for visitors to gather. 
Opportunities for a sheltered structure gives a year round interest while focusing 
views over the reservoir and onto the South Downs.

        Reservoir 
A central feature to the country park will be a new reservoir. The reservoir located 
within the park provides an opportunity for natural water catchment while also 
offering a waterscape focal point overlooking the South Downs. 

        Car Parking
An allocation for car parking will be included for both residents and visitors to include 
the use of trees and rain gardens for SUD’s features. Furthermore the car park will 
service the adjacent cemetery and allotment users.
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        Walking/ Cycling Routes 
A network of footpaths with designated signage will provide a mix of walking and 
cycling grades for all abilities to use. The paths will circulate the park with informal rest 
points for picnic opportunities maximising views across the landscape.

        Dry Stream/ Play feature
Utilising an existing intermittent natural stream, this ‘dry’ stream will provide a dual 
function in the form of a natural playscape when dry, whilst feeding rain water run-off 
into a new pond feature at the base of the slope when needed.

        Recreational Space/ grassland
The previous pasture lands will be returned a grassland landscape with wildflowers 
and grasses left to recover naturally. Secondly an allocated open green space set 
around the reservoir and picnic zone will make way for more recreational use.
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Shelter Reservoir/ open space Footpath Allotment terrace Allotment lower terrace Existing hedgerow

A
A

Country Park Section

5.10 COUNTRY PARK - TYPICAL SECTION
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STREET FURNITURE

Any furniture will need to be suited to a 
natural rural aesthetic. Mix of timber used 
for bins, seats and benches for the park

Any planting within the country park is aimed at restoring the landscape following its use for 
pasture land. A mix  of wildflowers and grasses will populate the open space  with any tree 
panting closely linked the ancient woodland and hedgerows to tie into the existing palette.

Resin bound footpaths for the car park 
with timber boardwalks around water 
features  self bound gravel for all other 
paths.

Any playscape to include natural 
materiality with the use landforming, rock 
boulders and timber climbing equipment 
.

HARDSCAPE PLAYSCAPE PLANTING PALETTE

Picnic benches

Litter bins

Benches

Resin bound gravel Resin bound gravel

Timber boardwalk Climbing ropes

Self binding gravel Self binding gravel

Wild grassesAmenity grass

Tree planting Downland Planting

HedgerowsWildflower planting

Aquatic planting

Rock boulders

Timber platforms

5.11 COUNTRY PARK - MATERIALITY
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5.12 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

The Site and its immediate landscape context lie at the 
south-eastern edge of Haywards Heath. The town lies at 
the interface between the landscapes of the raised High 
Weald to the north with the Low Weald falling away to 
the south. 

The landscape south of Haywards Heath which includes 
the Site falls within the Low Weald and straddles two 
regional character areas (High Weald Fringes and 
Western Low Weald). The landscape character of the Site 
and its context includes many of the key characteristics 
of these character areas and has some landscape value.

The key sensitivities are residents at home with properties 
that adjoin or are close to the Site, users of Permissive 
Paths and local Public Rights of Way and the more 
sensitive rural character of the landscape to the east of 
Hurstwood Lane. 

The proposals include a range of landscape proposals, 
including structural landscaping to screen and to assist in 
mitigating some of the landscape and visual effects. The 
Country Park and other open space provide a significant 
opportunity for landscape enhancement, including the 
introduction of landscape planting and new habitats 
characteristic of the Low Weald.

There are no currently consented residential developments 
that would give rise to potential cumulative landscape 
and visual effects with these proposals.

The assessment of landscape and visual effects has 
established that the following additional mitigation 
measures are required: 

Structural landscape screen planting of indigenous 
species within the Country Park along the boundary 
with the proposed housing east of Hurstwood Lane, to 
assist in screening and softening the visual effects of the 
housing development on users of the existing permissive 
paths within the Country Park, the wider open space 
itself and potential views from Colwell Lane where it 
adjoins the easternmost corner of the Country Park;

05 LANDSCAPE

Structural hedgerow planting with hedgerow trees and 
corner copses of indigenous species at changes in 
angles of the boundaries between the proposed housing 
and existing residencies along Fox Hill and the southern 
end of Hurstwood Lane, and all of the boundaries of the 
Burial Ground and Allotments, to soften the appearance 
of these elements and to help integrate them into their 
surroundings; and

Indigenous woodland planting within the open spaces 
north of Hurst Farm and at the northern end of the 
development to provide some screening and visual 
softening of the new development as seen in ‘passing’ 
views from the A272 Rocky Lane.

Significant long term, residual landscape and visual 
effects would include the following:

Pedestrians using the A272 Rocky Lane in the vicinity of 
the junctions with Hurstwood Lane and Robertson Drive;

Walkers using the Permissive Paths within the Site;

Walkers using Colwell Lane;

Residents at Hawkins Road and Old Farm Close that 
front the A272 Rocky Lane;

Residents at Cheney Crescent and Barry Drive, north of 
the A272 Rocky Lane;

Residents at Fox Hill that back onto the Site;

Residents at the southern end of Hurstwood Lane and 
on Colwell Lane;

Residents at the southern edge of Greenhill; and

The character and appearance of that part of the Low 
Weald and Western Low Weald landscape character 
area within East Sussex, including the landscape east 
of Hurstwood Lane, north and west of Colwell Lane and 
south of Greenhill. 



72 weareidp.com

01 

06 SUMMARY



73weareidp.com

01 

06 SUMMARY

The illustrative masterplan has been developed through 
a comprehensive design process which has allowed the 
plan to evolve with the site constraints and opportunities.

It is felt that this masterplan and supporting DAS has 
sound reasoning behind the design rationale and is in 
accordance with design policy and guidance, whilst 
leaving enough of a flexible urban design framework for 
reserved matters detail to evolve within.

The overall scheme will make a positive contribution 
to the area by providing a mix of new homes, new 
open space, community facilities, and children’s play 
areas for existing and future residents to enjoy.  The 
recreational  areas, pedestrian and cycle routes through 
the site linking to other areas and through the retention 
and management of the majority of existing trees and 
hedgerows and new high quality landscaped areas will 
create a sustainable neighbourhood and provide much 
needed new community facilities to the wider community 
of Haywards Heath.
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7.1  Building for Life Assessment

The value of good, sustainable place-making is 
recognised by Homes England, and in order to ensure 
the realisation of a high-quality development which 
embodies these qualities it is important that the design 
process is founded upon an number of principles.

Building for Life sets out 12 principles working inwards 
from the wider neighbourhood, to the proposed 
character of the new development until it reaches the 
detail of the place and amenity immediately around the 
home.  The 12 principles and grouped into 4 sections.  
Each principle is clearly illustrated with examples of what 
a qualitative response would be and what needs to be 
considered to achieve it. It also illustrates common pit 
falls and proposals that will have a negative impact on 
the healthy and sustainable life of a development.

•

•

•

•

\\SERVER03\IDPProjects\IDP Living Projects\C5116 Hurst Farm, Hayward's Heath\2 - Outline Planning Stage\3 - Documents\C5116_Hurst Farm_Building4aHealthyLifeAssessement.xlsxC5116_Hurst Farm_Building4aHealthyLifeAssessement.xlsx     1 of 3

Building for Life - Integrated Neighbourhoods
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06 SUMMARY

7.1  Building for Life Assessment continued

The assessment requires a rating for each item based 
on a traffic light system.  If anything is rated red then 
normally additional investigation and designs should be 
undertaken to improve the situation if possible.  Although 
also to be improved upon if possible, in an outline 
application many items may be rated orange as more 
detail information or final proposals may be required 
before their implementation and subsequent rating can 
be finalised. 

A- Integrating into the Neighbourhood
	 1. Connections
	 2. Facilities and Services
	 3. Public Transport
	 4. Meeting Local Housing Requirements

B- Creating a Place
	 5. Character
	 6. Working with the Site and its Context
	 7. Creating Well Defined Streets and Spaces
	 8. Easy to Find your Way Around

C- Street and Home
	 9. Streets for All
	 10. Car Parking
	 11. Public and Private Spaces
	 12. External Storage and Amenity Space

•

•

•

•

\\SERVER03\IDPProjects\IDP Living Projects\C5116 Hurst Farm, Hayward's Heath\2 - Outline Planning Stage\3 - Documents\C5116_Hurst Farm_Building4aHealthyLifeAssessement.xlsxC5116_Hurst Farm_Building4aHealthyLifeAssessement.xlsx     2 of 3

Building for Life - Distinctive Places
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7.1  Building for Life Assessment continued

The assessment was completed by IDP on the outline 
proposals in March 2022.

The proposals are rated as achieving 8 greens and 4 
oranges.

The orange  ratings are due to either existing conditions 
in the wider neighbourhood that  inhibit the proposals 
from achieving a green rating or elements, due to this 
being an outline application, would not yet be evident or 
in sufficient detail to be assessed as green.

It is considered that the majority of these orange ratings 
can be turned green with appropriate design proposals 
and illustrated in detail applications as they are brought 
forward. 

•

•

•

•

\\SERVER03\IDPProjects\IDP Living Projects\C5116 Hurst Farm, Hayward's Heath\2 - Outline Planning Stage\3 - Documents\C5116_Hurst Farm_Building4aHealthyLifeAssessement.xlsxC5116_Hurst Farm_Building4aHealthyLifeAssessement.xlsx     3 of 3

Building for Life - Streets for All
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