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1.0 Introduction

This Design & Access Statement presents site analysis and design 

proposals for the ground fl oor remodelling and part extension to 22 

Friars Close, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8PL.

The reasons for the proposal are as follows:

- Sections of the property need signifi cant updating to improve the 

thermal performance e.g. insulation, new windows & doors. This is 

particularly key to the internal spaces with only a single skin 

envelope.

- The existing kitchen is dark due to limited opportunities for 

glazing. The proposals open up internal spaces and include additional 

glazing which both enhances levels of natural light plus also views and 

connections to the extensive garden. 



2.0 Site Analysis - Location & Aspect

W E

S

 The site is set to the west of the centre of Hassocks and is located in a  
 residential cul-de-sac. 

 The plot fans outward in shape from front to rear and has a number of  
 outbuildings. 

 The house and garden is predominately set to a north aspect. This   
 does allow an element of solar control but the ground fl oor areas can  
 appear dark when relying solely on natural light. 
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2.0 Site Analysis - Conservation Areas

Site

 The site is not located within a Conservation Area. The nearest   
 Conservation Areas (see green fi ll areas) are located to the east and  
 west of Hassocks.



2.0 Site Analysis - Listed Buildings

 The site is not a listed building and there are no Listed Buildings (see  
 navy icons adjacent) located on or near the site. 

Site



2.0 Site Analysis - Tree Preservation Orders

Site

 There are no TPOs on site. The closest being to the north east of the  
 site to Little Copse Road (see green hatch and icons adjacent).



2.0 Site Analysis - Flood Risk

Site

 The site is not located in a fl ood risk area.



2.0 Site Analysis - Surface Water Flood Risk

 The site is partially set within a low risk surface water fl ooding   
 (between 0.1% and 1% chance each year).

Site



2.0 Site Analysis - Hassocks Neighbourhood Plan

Site

 The site is located both within the 
 & . However, the site does   

 not feature within the identifi ed .





3.0 Existing Site & Buildings 

Existing Ground Floor Plan

 The existing building comprises:

 - a double width drive with front garden

 - an extensive rear garden

 - a series of outbuildings 

 - a rear covered patio area

 - a ground fl oor including a porch, hallway, living room, kitchen,WC &  
 utility room

 - a fi rst fl oor containing two double bedrooms & a family bathroom

 - a second fl oor containing a third bedroom and ensuite bathroom



3.0 Existing Site & Buildings 
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4.0 Proposals

 The proposals comprises:

 - the removal of the existing building areas constructed solely of   
 single skin brickwork.

 - the removal of the covered roof to the rear existing patio.

 - a partial rebuild and an infi ll extension to provide a dedicated dining  
 area along with improved views to garden beyond.

 - the general remodelling of the rear section of the ground fl oor to  
 provide a WC, utility cupboard area and enlarged kitchen space.

Proposed Ground Floor Plan



4.0 Precedent References 



4.0 Existing Rear Garden View



4.0 Proposed Rear Garden Illustrative View



5.0 Planning Policy & Design Guidance Analysis

5.1 This section lists relevant Local Policy and how the proposals comply.

5.1.1 

states:

 The proposals comply with the above policy in the following ways:

 - the proposals include high quality materials, finishes and details that are 

already evident in the existing property and immediate context. 

 - the proposals remove low quality elements of the existing property 

(e.g. the cold WC) and replace them with positive design approaches and 

layout amendments that enhance the internal spaces whilst also respect 

the form, materials and details of the existing house.

 - the proposals maintain the existing garden areas and enhance the 

relationship between internal and external spaces. 

 - the proposals do not cause significant harm to neighbouring properties 

in terms of privacy, outlook, daylight and sunlight, and noise, air and light 

pollution. 

 - the proposals replace a poor performing existing uninsulated single 

brick skin with a building envelope that shall exceed Building Regulation 

requirements. 

5.1.2 

states:

 The proposals comply with the above policy in the following ways:

 - the proposals include high quality materials, finishes and details that are 

already evident in the existing property and immediate context. 

 - the proposals respect the character and scale of the existing property 

by following the existing building in terms of form, materials and details. 

 - the proposals maintain the existing garden and enhance the relationship 

between internal and external spaces. 

 - the proposals do not cause significant harm to neighbouring properties 

in terms of privacy, outlook, daylight and sunlight, and noise, air and light 

pollution. 

 - the proposed materials are chosen to match the materials of the 

existing property.

 - the proposals replace a poor performing existing uninsulated single 

brick skin with a building envelope that shall exceed Building Regulation 

requirements. 



5.0 Planning Policy & Design Guidance Analysis

5.1.3 The 

states:

 

 The proposals comply with the above guidance in the following ways:

 - the proposals include roof lights to exploit natural light entering the 

current darker internal spaces to the rear of the existing building.

 - the proposed materials are to match existing. Therefore, it may be 

possible to reuse some of the existing fabric to be removed.

 - the proposals replace a poor performing existing single skin facade with 

a facade that shall exceed Building Regulation requirements. 

5.1.4 The 

states:

 

 The proposals comply with the above guidance in the following ways:

 - the proposals include high quality materials, finishes and details that are 

already evident in the existing property and immediate context. 

  - the proposals remove low quality elements of the existing property 

(e.g. the cold WC) and replace them with positive design approaches and 

layout amendments that enhance the internal spaces whilst also respect 

the form, materials and details of the existing house.

 - the proposals follow the existing roofscape.

 - the proposals maintain the existing garden and enhance the relationship 

between internal and external spaces. 

 - the proposed windows and doors reference the height and proportions 

of existing fenestration.

5.1.5 The 

states:

 The proposals comply with the above guidance in the following ways:

 - the proposals do not include any additional windows or doors that shall 

negatively impact privacy to/from neighbours. In fact, an existing flanking 

window which currently looks toward the party fence is removed. This 

improves privacy between properties. 

 - the proposals include party wall construction that exceeds Building 

Regulation requirements which will mitigate any perceived acoustic 

challenges.



5.0 Planning Policy & Design Guidance Analysis

5.1.6 The 

states: 

 The proposals comply with the above guidance in the following ways:

 - the proposals include high quality materials, finishes and details that are 

already evident in the existing property and immediate context. 

 - the proposals remove low quality elements of the existing building and 

replace them with high quality proposals that follow the existing building 

in terms of form, materials and details. 

 - the proposals follow the existing roofscape.

 - the proposals maintain the existing garden and enhance the relationship 

between internal and external spaces.

5.1.7 The 

states: 

 

 The proposals comply with the above guidance in the following ways:

 - the proposals include high quality materials, finishes and details that are 

already evident in the existing property and immediate context. 

 - the proposals remove low quality elements of the existing building and 

replace them with high quality proposals that follow the existing building 

in terms of form, materials and details. 

 - the proposals follow the existing roofscape.

 - the proposals maintain the existing garden and enhance the relationship 

between internal and external spaces.
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