
From:                                 Nicholas Royle <Nicholas.Royle@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  06 August 2026 19:40:15 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Joseph Swift" <Joseph.Swift@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Sophie Fuller" <Sophie.Fuller@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Updated Housing Comments - DM/26/0073 Land Off West Hoathly Road East 
Grinstead West Sussex

Dear Joe,  
 
Further to the updated plans submitted to the applicant, Housing Enabling DO NOT 
SUPPORT the development in its current form.  
 
The applicant is now proposing a development of 42 units instead of 44 which gives rise 
to an on to a minimum on-site affordable housing requirement of 30% in accordance 
with District Plan Policy DP31. This equates to 13 affordable housing units as proposed. 
It should be noted if the number of units changes and the resultant number of affordable 
housing units is not a whole number, it must again be rounded up to the next whole 
number as stated in the Affordable Housing SPD. 
 
As previously stated, 4 units (25%) will need to be provided as First Homes. With the 
units as currently proposed, this will mean that there are either First Homes within the 
block of flats (each have their own access so this would not be problematic from a 
compliance point of view, it may make the prospect unattractive from Registered 
Provider perspective) or all of the houses and the FOG are provided as First Homes. 
Should all the houses be provided as First Homes, it is likely that a greater discount 
than the minimum of 30% would need to be applied. 
 
With regards to the properties being provided, the mix would have just about been 
acceptable if an additional three bed house was being provided. As the applicant is now 
looking at providing two less properties, the number of affordable housing units stays at 
13 and the mix of units is not acceptable. We generally request that: 
 

• 26% are provided as 1B/2P units, which would equate to 3 units. The applicant is 
proposing 6 units. 

• 45% are provided as 2B/4P units, which would equate to 6 units. The applicant is 
proposing 6 units – this is acceptable, although we do request that all rented 
units are provided as houses so this would mean that the flats would need to be 
provided as First Homes. 

• 29% are provided as 3B/5P units, which would equate to 4 units. The applicant is 
proposing 1 unit. 

 
We would request that, in light of the total number of units being delivered on site being 
changed, the total number of units also amended in line, or at least closer to, the above. 
The GIA of the units is currently acceptable. 
 



The applicant is also proposing all 13 units be delivered in one cluster. It was stated in 
the previous set of comments that this was not acceptable. The amended plans have 
not looked to rectify this and will need amending accordingly. The maximum in a cluster 
is 10. We do allow for 12 within a block of flats, however there are only 9 in the block 
(including the FOG) so our clustering requirement can be fulfilled. 
 
Please advise when the applicant has resubmitted plans addressing the above points 
and we will be able to provide updated comments.  
 
Kind regards, 
Nick  
 
 
 
Nicholas Hewer Royle 
 
Principal Housing Enabling Officer 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands 
Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath 
West Sussex 
RH16 1SS 
 
01444 477309 
07874 633903 
https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/housing-council-tax/ 
 
Every Affordable Home Matters 
 

 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
 
If you are requesting information under the Freedom of Information act, the Environmental 
Information Regulations or the Data Protection Act, please redirect your email to 
foi@midsussex.gov.uk. Any statutory timeframe for a response will not commence until the request 
is received by the alternative contact. 
 
The contents of this email and any attached information is confidential and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you wish to share this information 
with a third party, consent should be obtained from Mid Sussex District Council before doing so. 
This information should only be used for the intended purpose and any views or opinions 
presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not represent those of Mid Sussex 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2Fhousing-council-tax%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJoseph.Swift%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ceab435e3288242a0e2e608def3ea27fe%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639216384201827468%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KDmi1XYBJ8Vve6y52o9igevEpTyTpDb%2B4XrCEUHQOvg%3D&reserved=0
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District Council. This information should only be kept on file for the specified period and 
disposed of in a reasonable manner after this period ends. 


