
From:                                 Richard Ewen <richard@richardewenarchitects.co.uk>
Sent:                                  09 April 2026 10:02:57 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "MARTIN STONER" <mhjstoner@aol.com>
Subject:                             RE: Tree Officer comments for DM/25/2611-Leigh Cottage, Cuckfield Road, 
Ansty
Attachments:                   Arboricultural Method Statement to MSDC 8th April 2026.pdf

Hi Anna 
 
I have attached my Arboricultural Method Statement dated 8th April 2026 which accords with the Tree 
Report and Tree Protection Plan prepared by Connick Tree Care as requested by Ms Emma Rivett, Tree 
Officer at MSDC.  This document should be read in conjunction with the AIA report prepared by Connick 
Tree Care. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
  
With kind regards 
 
 
Richard Ewen RIBA for 
Richard Ewen Architects 
 

Telephone: +44 01273 845096 
Mobile: +447966 261660 
http://www.richardewenarchitects.co.uk 
 

From: Anna Tidey 
Sent: 08 April 2026 09:26
To: Richard Ewen <richard@richardewenarchitects.co.uk>
Cc: MARTIN STONER <mhjstoner@aol.com>
Subject: FW: Tree Officer comments for DM/25/2611-Leigh Cottage, Cuckfield Road, Ansty
 
Dear Richard 
Following on from my email from yesterday I should have also advised you that I shall be on 
leave next week, 13th-17th April, returning to work on Monday 20th April. 
I am sorry to email again, but the Decision Target Date fast approaching, so I wonder if you can 
give this matter your urgent attention? 
I have copied Mr Stoner into this email for his information too. 
Thank you. 
Regards 
Anna 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.richardewenarchitects.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113480155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iuWxKQWxtplMQW5Y231o1Y2w8haEK%2F7t94PxUEYmpCI%3D&reserved=0


 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk  
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

 
From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 07 April 2026 16:43
To: Richard Ewen <richard@richardewenarchitects.co.uk>
Cc: Emma Rivett <Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Tree Officer comments for DM/25/2611-Leigh Cottage, Cuckfield Road, Ansty
 
Dear Richard 
I am preparing to write my report for this application and I note that I have yet to receive your 
reply with your client’s response to the content of my email of 16.03.2026, see below. 
 
The Decision Target Date is fast approaching (this Friday, 10.04.2026). I shall therefore be 
grateful if you can let me know how Mr Stoner wishes to proceed, ie submit a method statement 
this at this stage (prior to my recommendation for the application to be approved) or agree a pre 
commencement condition?
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Regards 
Anna 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk  
---------------------------------------------- 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113547142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=irDU12YCLVWE4O4zc1w%2FgdNem%2B8TPIVlRJzWB%2FO9Z3E%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anna.hilditch@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113611924%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FhrcWEOD%2BPEkQ0mTAD%2BU%2Ba5NXerwSGlvclsQd0yoo%2BI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk
mailto:richard@richardewenarchitects.co.uk
mailto:Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113672361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gsftAOl2w8bKW8DSc%2F6YdYLedJNfsnkG85td0mBUsF8%3D&reserved=0


Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 

 
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

 
 
From: Richard Ewen <richard@richardewenarchitects.co.uk> 
Sent: 16 March 2026 15:16
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Tree Officer comments for DM/25/2611-Leigh Cottage, Cuckfield Road, Ansty
 
Dear Anna  
 
I will seek confirmation from Martin, my client on this matter. I agree that it would be best to 
simply issue a method statement now.  
 
With kind regards  
Richard Ewen  
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On 16 Mar 2026, at 14:29, Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk> wrote: 

 
FAO: Mr Martin Stoner 
  
Dear Richard 
I have received the attached response from Emma Rivett, Tree Officer, today 
regarding the impact of the proposed development upon the trees growing on the 
boundary and on the adjacent property. 
  

mailto:anna.hilditch@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113726596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DlneqW6T9DVwGCFh%2Fd%2Fw%2FNoxEeIrm7aMLXdUFj%2Fkzk4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:richard@richardewenarchitects.co.uk
mailto:anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk
mailto:anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk


Emma has commented that the application should be supported with an 
Arboricultural Method Statement, prior to commencement on the northern side 
extension. 
  
Please can you confirm whether your client, Martin Stoner, would prefer to submit 
this at this stage (prior to my recommendation for the application to be approved) or 
whether he would be agreeable to this as a pre commencement condition, requiring a 
subsequent condition discharge application, which will require a fee and further 
timescale for determination.
  
Whilst writing I should advise you that UK planning fees will be increasing from 1st 
April 2026, see the attached fee schedule. A discharge of conditions application for 
householder development will increase from £86 to £89. 
  
I look forward to hearing how you would like the matter to proceed. 
Regards 
Anna 
---------------------------------------------- 
Submit your planning application online. 
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk  
---------------------------------------------- 
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI 
Planning Officer 
Development Management 
  
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342 
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk  
  
<image001.png> 
  
Working together for a Better Mid Sussex. 
  
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

  
  
From: Emma Rivett <Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 March 2026 12:28
To: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: DM/25/2611-Leigh Cottage,
  
Dear Anna, 
  
I have reviewed the Tree Constraints Plan, Tree Protection Plan and Arboricultural 
Impact Assessment for this proposal and whilst I do not object, I do have some 
reservations with regards to the potential impact of the development on the trees in 
the adjacent property. My concerns are that the detail of the foundations has not 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113812092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=POkoWMhH1ru9PPqIHmWJZ9LnNT8YHME2cNPuE%2BYfXas%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anna.hilditch@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113886145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f8gToJYVlTH9VNmnvX0dCLWBDkK01usO%2F802T0zEh%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Emma.Rivett@midsussex.gov.uk
mailto:anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk


been provided at present, and to ensure that the trees are adequately protected and to 
avoid destabilisation of those trees, I think that an Arboricultural Method Statement 
would be required prior to commencement on the northern side extension. This 
could be requested prior to approval or as a pre commencement condition.
  
Kind regards

Emma
  
Emma Rivett 
Assistant Tree Officer-Development Management 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
  
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
  
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this 
email is legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not 
provide the whole or part of this email to a third party making a request for 
information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any attachments 
may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by the 
named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you 
have received this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by 
calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from your 
system. The views expressed within this email and any attachments are not 
necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have taken 
precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we advise you 
to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or 
liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or 
which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 
<Planning_fees_-_annual_indexation_from_1_April_2026.pdf> 

The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from disclosure, 
we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third party making a 
request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any attachments may 
contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If 
you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of this email 
and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender 
immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from 
your system. The views expressed within this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views 
or policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting 
software viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and 
any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or 
liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result 
from reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C56017d23e6d547534dcf08de9616cd88%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639113222113945660%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B8KQNCE7XNkBMcf42T8tONJoa2h4ZeYXKw6g8K6w5gY%3D&reserved=0
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Arboricultural Method Statement  
Leigh Cottage, Cuckfield Road, Ansty, West Sussex RH17 5AL  
 


1. Site & Project Details 


• Site Address: Leigh Cottage, Cuckfield Road, Ansty, West Sussex RH17 
5AL  


• Local Authority: Mid Sussex District Council  
• Proposal: Single-storey extension  
• Relevant Trees: Category B and C trees (as identified in the Arboricultural 


Impact Assessment)  
• Prepared by: Richard Ewen, Richard Ewen Architects  
• Date: 8th April 2026  


 


2. Objective 


To ensure that excavation of a 1200 mm deep foundation trench within or adjacent 
to Root Protection Areas (RPAs) is undertaken in a controlled manner that minimises 
damage to retained trees and maintains their long-term health and stability. 


 


3. Pre-Commencement Requirements 


3.1 Tree Protection Fencing 


• Protective fencing shall be installed in accordance with BS5837 (Figure 2).  
• Fencing to comprise weldmesh panels secured to a scaffold framework.  
• Fencing to be erected prior to any works and retained for the duration of 


construction.  


 


3.2 Site Induction 


• All contractors shall receive a toolbox talk prior to commencement.  
• The induction will cover:  


o Tree protection measures  
o Root sensitivity  
o Procedures for working within RPAs  
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3.3 Ground Protection 


Where access within Root Protection Areas (RPAs) is unavoidable, temporary 
ground protection shall be installed to prevent soil compaction and root damage, in 
accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and 
construction. 


Ground protection shall comprise either: 


 


Option A – Cellular Confinement System 


• Proprietary cellular confinement system (e.g. Cellweb or similar approved)  
• Installed over a permeable geotextile membrane  
• Infilled with clean, angular stone (no fines)  
• Designed to accommodate anticipated loadings  


 


Option B – Timber Ground Protection System 


• Compressible layer of minimum 100 mm depth woodchip  
• Overlaid with structural plywood sheets (minimum 18–24 mm thickness)  
• Sheets laid tight-butted to form a continuous surface  
• Supported on timber bearers where required to improve load distribution  


 


Load and Machinery Restrictions 


• Ground protection designed for pedestrian use and light tracked plant only  
• Permitted machinery:  


o Mini excavators up to 2 tonnes maximum gross weight  
o Tracked only (no wheeled plant within RPAs)  


• Maximum allowable ground bearing pressure: ≤50 kN/m²  


The following are strictly prohibited within RPAs: 


• Heavy plant (>2 tonnes)  
• Wheeled vehicles  
• Skip lorries, concrete wagons, or delivery vehicles  
• Storage of materials or spoil  
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Installation & Monitoring 


• Ground protection shall be installed prior to any access into RPAs  
• To remain in place for the full duration of relevant works  
• Regular inspections to be undertaken by the site manager and arboriculturist  
• Any deformation, rutting, or displacement to be rectified immediately  


 


Additional Safeguards 


• No tracking or turning of machinery outside protected routes  
• Machinery to operate on a single defined access path where feasible  
• Works within RPAs to be carried out in dry conditions where possible to 


reduce compaction risk  


 


4. Arboricultural Supervision 


• A suitably qualified arboriculturist shall supervise all works within RPAs.  
• Supervision shall include:  


o Initial excavation  
o Exposure of significant roots  
o Root pruning operations  
o Foundation installation in root-sensitive areas  


 


5. Excavation Methodology 


5.1 General Method 


• Excavation of the 1200 mm trench shall be undertaken using:  
o Hand digging; and/or  
o Air spade (compressed air excavation)  


Mechanical excavation within RPAs is not permitted unless agreed in writing 
and supervised by the arboriculturist. 


 


5.2 Root Encounter Protocol 


Roots <25 mm diameter 
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• May be pruned using sharp secateurs or a handsaw  


Roots 25–50 mm diameter 


• Prune only where unavoidable  
• Cuts shall be clean and undertaken with appropriate tools  


Roots >50 mm diameter 


• Shall be retained wherever possible  
• If removal is unavoidable:  


o Approval required from the supervising arboriculturist  
o Alternative foundation solutions to be considered  


 


5.3 Root Protection During Works 


• Exposed roots shall be:  
o Covered with damp hessian or similar material  
o Maintained in a moist condition  


• Roots shall not be left exposed overnight unless adequately protected  
• Excavations shall be backfilled as soon as practicable  


 


6. Foundation Design Considerations 


Where significant roots are encountered, the following measures shall be 
implemented: 


• Bridging over roots using lintels  
• Adoption of pile and beam foundations where required  
• Localised adjustment of trench alignment  


Foundation design shall remain flexible to maximise root retention. 


 


7. Backfilling 


• Excavated soil shall be reused where suitable  
• Backfill shall be placed in layers and lightly compacted  
• No contamination with cement, fuel, or other harmful substances  
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8. Prohibited Activities within RPAs 


• No storage of materials or spoil  
• No mixing of cement or concrete  
• No fuel, oil, or chemical storage  
• No fires  
• No unauthorised changes in soil levels  


 


 


9. Post-Construction Monitoring 


• Trees shall be monitored for signs of stress for a minimum of two growing 
seasons  


• Remedial measures (e.g. mulching, irrigation, pruning) shall be implemented if 
required  


 


10. Contingency Procedure 


If unexpected roots or constraints are encountered: 


• Works shall cease immediately in the affected area  
• The arboriculturist shall be notified  
• A revised methodology shall be agreed prior to recommencement  


 


11. Conclusion 


This Arboricultural Method Statement provides a structured and compliant approach 
to safeguarding retained Category B and C trees during construction, in accordance 
with BS5837:2012, and is suitable for submission to Mid Sussex District Council. 


 





