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1.0 Introduction and Experience

Chris Anderson has worked In the arporicultural industry for 27 years, delivering
ooTh operational and consultancy services across sectors Including electrical
utilities, railway infrastructure, Ministry of Defence (MOD) estates, local

authorities, and private sector.

| hold the Professional Tree Inspection (PTl) cerfificate and am a Technician
Member of the Arbboricultural Association. | have completed the ABC Level 4
Certificate in Arboriculture and hold the NEBOSH General Certificate in Health
and Safety. | provide specialist arboricultural consultancy focused on tree
hazard assessment, risk evaluation, and the production of robust, defensible
fechnical reports that support safe, Informed decision-making ACross
development and operational sites. My work centres on identifying, analysing,
and managing risks within existing free stock, ensuring that al
recommendations are proportionate, evidence-pased, and aligned with
current industry standards. All health and safety considerations are fully
iINfegrated Info each document 1o ensure compliance and clear justification
for management actions.

Reference Materials:

This survey has arawn upon established arporicultural literature ana
orofessional guidance, including:

e Principles of Tree Hazard Assessment: Dr David Lonsdale

e [he Body Language of Trees: Claus Mattheck & Helge Breloer
e Diagnosis of lll-Health in Trees: R.G. Strouts & T.G. Winter

e [ree Structure and Mechanics: Dr Duncan Slater
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1.1 Scope:

Tree Safety Survey: Irevelyan Place
Commissioned by: JH Tree Services Lid
Surveyor: Chris Andersor
Date(s) of Inspection: 8" April 2026

Purpose: |dentification of hazardous trees and provision of actionable safety
recommendartions.

The scope includes:

o Visudl inspection of all individually standing trees and frees located within the
defined boundaries of Trevelyan Place, with all observations and management
recommendations recorded in the survey data sheet using a handheld GPS
device.

e [dentification of free species and plotting of tree locations onto the supplied
CAD base plan to ensure accurate spatial referencing.

e Numbered aluminium tags will be fitted to all frees referenced In the survey
data sheefts, fixed to the stem at approximatrely 1.5 m above ground level 10
ensure consistent idenftification; where an original tag is missing, a new tag will
oe Installea

e Provision of findings, recommenddations, and associated fimeframes lbased on
observed condifions, defects, and site use.

o Clarification of survey type: this document constifutes a visual free safety
survey undertaken from ground level. | is not a full arboricultural report and does
NoT INClude detailed diagnostics, decay detection, or subsidence assessment.

1.2 Site overview:

Trevelyan Place Is a residentidl development comprising modern
apartment buildings set within communal grounds. The external areas are
very well kept, with maintained lawns, Tidy planting, and well-managed
shared spaces. Trees are primarily located around the site boundaries,
forming a planted perimeter that frames the development and provides
screening from neighbouring properties and roads. The layout Is Typical of
ad managed residential setfing, with internal access roads, parking aredads,
and landscaped communal zones forming the main context for the
surveyed trees.
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1.3 Risk Matrix:

To assess the likelihood of structural failure in frees adjacent 1o dwellings, structures,
and communal areds, a maftrix-based gpproach Is used in accordance with UK
arporicultural guidance. This supports defensible decision-making under duty-
of-care obligations and aligns with pbest practice outlined by the National Tree

Safety Group (NTSG).

Risk ratings are derived from three interdependent factors:

e Likelihood of Failure: Informed by observed defects, fungal associations, ana
biomechanical indicators.

e Likelihood of Impact: Determined by target-zone classification and
occupancy frequency (e.q., structures, vehicular traffic and pedestrian flow).

e Consequences of Failure: Evaluated in relation to potential harm 1o persons,
oroperty, or infrastructure within the rarget zone.

Risk Matrix Classification:

|Risk Level Definition |

oW No visual defects present, or defects unlikely 1o faill within 3= years.
Target zone occupancy is minimal or seasonall.

Defects may lead to failure within 1 1o 3 years. The target zone s
iIntfermittently occupled (e.g., footpatns, access, and roads).

Failure Is probable within 12 months. The target zone is frequently
High occupied or includes high-value assefts (e.g. public highways,
sfructures).

Moderate

Faillure Is expected within the near term (weeks 1o months). Urgent
Imminent |actionis required to mitigate the risk 1o structures, road users and
oedestrians.

Professional Opinion: Risk Classification and Olbservations.

N My professional opinion, ased on the site Inspection and the risk definitions
orovided, the maijority of trees on site fall within the Low-risk category, with no
significant defects likely 1o result in failure within the next 3-5 years. These frees
require only general, roufine maintenance 1o maintain safe clearances ana
good arporicultural condition.

Severdl addifional frees were assessed as Moderate risk, with observed defects
ikely 1o lead to failure within 1-3 years and target zones intermittently
occupied, such as footfpaths, access routes, and infernal roads. These trees
require scheduled maintfenance within the recommended timeframes 1o
ensure continued safe use of the site.

Two trees, 1028 and 104/, were assessed as High/Imminent risk, where the
identified stfructural defects make failure probable within the next 12 months,

Page 4 of 16



and In the case of 1028, potentially sooner. Thelr target zones include frequently
occupied aredas and high-value assets such as surrounding dwellings ana

gardens, access routes, and other regularly used spaces.
opinion, These frees present an eleva
require fimely intervention 1o reduce

1.4 Survey Overview.

N My professional

‘ed and unacceptable level of risk and
'NAt risk 1o an acceptrable Low level.

A totalof 51 frees and 1 mixed-species group were inspected, for a total of /1.
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1.5 Observed Pathogens, pests and diseases:

T028: Porodaedalea pini is a perennial, woody bracket fungus commonly
associated with conifers, particularly pine. Frulting bodies are typically tough,
dark reddish-brown 1o black, often forming clusters along the stem, sometimes
adjacent to wounds. The pore layer is golden to yellow-brown, and the fungus
oroduces a selective white pocket rot of heartwood, creafing characteristic
spindle-snaped white pockets within reddish-lbrown decayed wood. [T is @

oarasitic fungus capable of colonising living trees and persisting affer free
deafth.

1.6: Maintenance Recommendations for Trees.
1028 (Tag 0121 Pinus nigra requires urgent attrention as per the
recommendarions
All other maintenance actions are scheduled within 3 months to ensure timely
iINnfervention due 1o the impact of overhanging branches and deadwood,
iINncluding two dead Tthird-party frees.
Recommendaations include removing ivy and clearing bbranches from
adjacent structures and the footparth.
The person who controls or occupies the land owes a duty of care 1o all
iNdividuals entering the site, iIncluding trespassers, in relation to hazards arising
from Its condition. Reasonable steps must be taken 1o prevent injury or
damage, Including erecting warning signage to alert individuals 1o potential
dangers or perceived risks. This duty Is established under the Landowners
Liability Acts 1957 and 19384.
All works recommended In this report should be undertaken in accordance
Wwith the above legislation and within the specified fimeframes 1o ensure
compliance and mifigate liability.

1.7 Contractor and legal requirements:

Suitably gualified (especially for working over live electrical apparatus),
INsured, and experienced contractors must conduct tree works and shoula
conform to the guidelines set out in British Standard 3998; however, we can

orofessionally advise on recommendations for contractors who hold professional
accreditation.

Trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) or located within A
Conservation Area (CA) require permission or consent from the Local Planning
Authority (LPA) before any living material is removed. [T is essential to confirm
with the LPA whether any TPOs or Conservation Area adesignations apply 1o the
site and 1o follow the required application process if pruning or felling Is
oroposed for protected trees.

f you remove dead wood from a protected tree, you do Not require consent
from the local Planning Authority (LPA); however, | always advise informing

The LPA out of courtesy and professionalism.

f felling/removing more than five cubic meters of timber iIn one quarter of a year,
a felling license application 1o the Forestry Commission may e required.
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All recommendations are subject to compliance with the Wildlife &

Countryside Act 1981 and the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017/.

Therefore, avoid camrying out significant tree work during the bird nesfing

season, which typically runs from mid-March to the end of July; this is not an
iINndicative fime scale. Also, ensure that trees are professionally surveyed for signs of
oat roosts and Bat activity before starfing any free work. However, adll frees can be
ooftential bat habitats and are not always easy 10 spof.

1.8: Disclaimer

The trees referred 1o In this document are living organisms and are supject 1o
natural processes, environmental change, and weather-related impacts.

This assessment is based on a ground-level visuadl inspection, as described by
David Lonsdale In The Body Language of Trees.

Hidden or intfernal defects that are not externally visible may not be detected,

and the condition or safety of any tree cannot be guaranteed beyond what
can pbe reasonapbly assessed.

MosT Trees can be managed on a 4-5-year inspection cycle. However, where
early signs of decline, reduced vitality, or developing structural concerns are
oresent, a shorter re-inspection intferval may pbe required.

This may involve monitoring for several months to a year or more, depending
on tThe nature and progression of The observed Issues.

These recommendations reflect the landowner's statutory duty of care under

the Landowners' Liabllity Acts 1957 and 1984, which require reasonable steps
TO ensure that frees do not present an unacceptable risk 1o people or

oroperty.

END OF REPORT.

Chris Anderson, TechArborA
oth April 2026
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