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Dear Steven, 
 
RE: DM/25/3129– Land At Borde Hill Lane, Haywards Heath, West Sussex 
 
Thank you for your reconsultation on the above site, received on 17th April 2026.  We 
have reviewed the application as submitted and wish to make the following comments. 
 
Following the submission of the additional information, our concerns have been 
adequately addressed. We therefore have no objection, subject to conditions: 
 
Condition 1: 
Prior to commencement of the development, detailed designs of a surface water drainage 
scheme shall be submitted to and agreed with the Local Planning Authority. This shall be 
in accordance with the approved Flood Risk Assessment, Aqua Terra Consulting, April 
2026, Revision 2 and Outline Drainage Strategy by Aqua Terra Consulting, April 2026, 
Revision 2. The design shall follow the NPPF, PPG Flood risk and coastal change and 
National Standards for SuDS. The submitted details shall include:  

1. Surface water runoff rates will be attenuated to the rates and volumes stated 
within 3.4 of the of the Drainage Strategy. 

2. Evidence that the surface water drainage system complies with the National 
Standards for SuDS for the management of everyday rainfall (interception). 

3. Details of all existing and proposed watercourses and sewers, including any 
proposed discharge points. 

4. Provision of surface water attenuation storage, sized and designed to 
accommodate the volume of water generated in all rainfall events up to and 
including the critical storm duration for the 3.33% and 1% annual probability 
rainfall events (both including allowances for climate change). Hydraulic 
calculations and detailed construction drawings shall be submitted to demonstrate 
this.  

5. Detailed drainage layout plan, which corresponds with the hydraulic calculations.  
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6. An exceedance flow routing plan demonstrating no increase in surface water 
flood risk off site. The plan must include proposed levels and flow directions. 

7. Evidence that the surface water drainage system meets Standard 4-6 of the 
National Standards for SuDS. 

8. Construction method statement for the surface water drainage system and any 
ordinary watercourses within or adjacent to the site. 

9. Site-specific maintenance and management plan for all elements of the surface 
water drainage system and any ordinary watercourses/culverts within the 
development.  

10. Finished ground floor levels of residential properties are a minimum of 300mm 
above expected flood levels of all sources of flooding (including the ordinary 
watercourses, SuDS features and within any proposed drainage scheme) or 
150mm above ground level, whichever is the more precautionary. 

Reason: To prevent flooding in accordance with National Planning Policy Framework 
paragraphs 181,182 and 187 plus National SuDS Standards 1 to 7, by ensuring the 
satisfactory management of local sources of flooding surface water flow paths, storage 
and disposal of surface water from the site in a range of rainfall events and ensuring the 
SuDS proposed operates as designed for the lifetime of the development. 
 
Condition 2: 
Upon completion of the surface water drainage scheme (or phase) and prior to the first 
occupation of the development (or phase), a detailed verification report, (appended with 
substantiating evidence demonstrating the approved construction details and 
specifications have been implemented in accordance with the surface water drainage 
scheme), has been submitted to and approved (in writing) by the Local Planning 
Authority. The survey and report shall demonstrate that the surface water drainage 
system has been constructed in accordance with the details approved and shall include 
as a minimum.  

1. CCTV survey of underground structures,  
2. A full set of “as built” drawings highlighting any minor changes to the approved 

drawings.  
3. Demonstration that vegetation has become established. 
4. Photographs of excavations (including soil profiles/horizons) and any installation 

of any surface water drainage structures and control mechanisms.  
5. Where necessary, details of corrective works to be carried out along with a 

timetable for their completion, shall be included for approval in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority. Any corrective works required shall be carried out in 
accordance with the approved timetable and subsequently re-surveyed with the 
findings submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure that the development achieves a high standard of sustainability and 
ensure the flood risk is adequately addressed for each new dwelling and not increased in 
accordance with NPPF and Local Plan Policies of Mid Sussex District Council. 
 
Condition 3: 
The development hereby approved shall not be occupied until details of the maintenance 
and management of the Sustainable Drainage Scheme (SuDS) in accordance with 



 
  Page 3 of 4  
                       

National SuDS Standard 7 have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 
Planning Authority. The drainage scheme shall be implemented prior to the first 
occupation of the development hereby approved and thereafter managed and maintained 
in accordance with the approved details in perpetuity. The Local Planning Authority shall 
be granted access to inspect the sustainable drainage scheme for the lifetime of the 
development. The details of the network in addition to those listed in SuDS Standard 7 to 
be submitted for approval shall include: 

1. A timetable for its implementation. 
2. Details of SuDS feature and connecting drainage structures and maintenance 

requirement for each aspect including a non-technical labelled drawing showing 
where they are located and how to access them. 

3. A management and maintenance plan for the lifetime of the development which 
shall include the arrangements for adoption by any public body or statutory 
undertaker, or any other arrangements to secure the operation of the sustainable 
drainage scheme throughout its lifetime. This will include the name and contact 
details of any appointed management company.  

Reason: To ensure that the development achieves a high standard of sustainability and 
ensure the flood risk is adequately addressed for each new dwelling and not increased in 
accordance with NPPF and Local Plan Policies of Mid Sussex District Council. 
 
Informative: 
 
Erection of flow control structures or any culverting of an ordinary watercourse requires 
consent from the appropriate authority, which in this instance is West Sussex Lead Local 
Flood Authority. It is advised to discuss proposals for any works at an early stage of 
proposals. Further details can be found here: Ordinary watercourse land drainage 
consent - West Sussex County Council 
 
Please note: We will shortly be releasing guidance on what we expect to see when 
discharging these suggested conditions. This will be hosted on our website. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Eleanor Read 
Flood Risk Management Team 
FRM@westsussex.gov.uk  
  

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/dealing-with-extreme-weather/flooding/flood-risk-management/ordinary-watercourse-land-drainage-consent/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/dealing-with-extreme-weather/flooding/flood-risk-management/ordinary-watercourse-land-drainage-consent/
mailto:FRM@westsussex.gov.uk
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Annex: 
 
The following documents have been reviewed: 

• Flood Risk Assessment, Aqua Terra Consulting, April 2026, Revision 2 
• Outline Drainage Strategy by Aqua Terra Consulting, April 2026, Revision 2. 


