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LIABILITY 

Sylvan Ltd has prepared this report for the sole use of the commissioning party in accordance with the agreement 
under which our services were performed. No warranty, express or implied, is made as to the advice in this report 
or any other service provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party without the prior written 
permission of Sylvan Ltd. The content of this report is, at least in part, based upon information provided by others 
and on the assumption that all relevant information has been provided by those parties from whom it has been 
requested. Information obtained from any third party has not been independently verified by Sylvan Ltd, unless 
otherwise stated in the report. 

COPYRIGHT 

This report is the copyright of Sylvan Ltd. Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person is prohibited.
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1. Introduction 

Background to Commission
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Purpose of Report 

Site Context and Status



3 1 26_NorthLodge _Biodiversity Enhance Strategy 
Sylvan Ltd 

Development Propo sals 

Relevant Legisl ation and Planning Policy 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

(commonly referred to as the Habitats Regulations); 

The Environment Act 2021; 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006; 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992; and 

Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996.
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2. Baseline Ecological and Biodiversity Features 

Designated Sites 

2.1 present within a 2km of The Site: Wakehurst & 

Chiddingly woods SSSI and Philpot’s and Hook Quarries SSSI. There will be no 

detrimental impacts to any designated sites. 

Habitats and Flora 

2.2 The site comprises a single storey dwelling which is currently being used as a residential 

property and associated garage blocks. The proposals include the redevelopment of the 

existing building to serve as additional residential units. 

2.3 Following the recommendations and ecological receptors identified during the previous 

reports (The Ecology Co-op , 2025) , a series of measures are described in this document 

to protect and enhance ecological features identified at the site and within the wider 

landscape, including: 

Bats - suitable foraging and commuting habitat is present immediately adjacent 

to the site. A transitional/ occasional roost for brown long- eared Plecotus 

auritus bats is present in the roof void. 

Birds - general nesting opportunities are supported within the site and around 

the site boundaries for a range of widespread bird species.
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3. Site Enhancement Measures 

3.1 Artificial bird, bat and insect boxes will be installed on the building . Suggested locations 

of these ecological features have been provided in the Ecological Enhancement Plan 

( Appendix 3 ). 

Protected Species 

Bats 

3.2 Bat surveys of North Lodge have confirmed the presence of a single common pipistrelle 

Pipistrellus pipistrellus day roost associated with roof tiles on the eastern elevation of the 

building (The Ecology Co- op, 2025). In addition, a suspected large roost of brown long- 

eared bats Plecotus auritus is known to be present within Stonehurst Main House, 

located less than 50 m from North Lodge. The proposed works will not impact either 

roost , however, their presence provides evidence of bats using the wider site and 

surrounding area. 

3.3 A transitional roost for brown long- eared bats has been recorded in Void 1 after a small 

number of droppings were identified during the bat scoping assessment (The Ecology 

Co- op, 2025). This roost will be impacted by the development works. The site has been 

registered with Natural England for licensing under the BER scheme (reference RC064- 

12880A) due to the impacts on the transitional brown long- eared bat roost. 

3.4 As the development will result in the destruction of this roost, suitable alternative 

roosting opportunities for brown long- eared bats will be installed. As only one roost was 

identified as being impacted, two bat box es (Improved Ca vity bat box es or similar , as 

shown in Appendix 4 ), is considered sufficient. Both bat boxes are recommended to be 

installed on suitable trees within the ownership boundary. These enhancements will 

provide long- term biodiversity benefits and contribute to the ecological value of the 

development. 

3.5 Once occupied, bat roost features may only be disturbed under licence from Natural 

England and with appropriate ecological supervision. Once features and bats boxes have 

been inhabited by bats, they can only be disturbed by a licenced ecologist.
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3.6 The indicative locations of the enhancements are shown in the Biodiversity Enhancement 

Scheme, Appendix 3. 

Nesting Birds 

3.7 To enhance the site for nesting birds, bird boxes will be installed on trees within the 

ownership boundary to include dwellings for building- dependent birds such as house 

sparrows, starlings and house martins. 

3.8 Bird boxes will include two general purpose bird box es (Woodstone Seville or similar, as 

shown in Appendix 4). 

3.9 Indicative locations of bird boxes are shown in the Biodiversity Enhancement Scheme, 

Appendix 3. 

Persons Responsible 

3.10 The site owner will be responsible for implementing the proposed enhancement 

measures.
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4. Delivery and Long-Term Management 

4.1. It is anticipated that the installation of enhancement measures will take place 

immediately after construction with the installation of the bat and bird boxes. 

4.2. Table 4.1 below sets out the approximate timings for the delivery of ecological 

enhancements and optimal dates for future management tasks. Timings are subject 

to change and will be updated accordingly.
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Table 4.1: Timing of delivery and management of ecological enhancements
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Appendix 1 : Confirmation site has been registered
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Appendix 2: WML- CL21- Bat Mitigation Licence
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Appendix 3 : Biodiversity Enhancement Scheme indicative location of bat and bird boxes
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Appendix 4 : Example bat and bird boxes 

Bat box - Improved Ca vity bat box es or similar 

The box has a single large cavity inside with a wide entrance with accurately sized opening, ideal for 

cavity dwelling bats and deters unwelcome birds. 

Image and text adapted from manufacturer s website https://www.nhbs.com/improved- cavity- bat- box 

Bird box - Woodstone Seville or similar 

The Woodstone construction, of concrete and wood fibres, provides the right conditions that enable 

the survival of young birds. 

Image and text adapted from manufacturer https://www.wildcare.co.uk/woodstone- seville- nest- box- 32mm.html


