
From:                                 Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Sent:                                  12 January 2026 17:45:11 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: Late Request for Newt Officer comments - DM/25/2747 - 4 Pound Gate, 
Hassocks

Good afternoon Anna, 

Thank you for your email. I have had a little look over this one and I can confirm that we would 
not expect there to be a likely impact on great crested newts or their habitats should this 
development be approved. However as the development is located within the red Impact Risk 
Zone, as modelled by district licence mapping, I would be happy for the below informative to be 
included. 

I hope the above is okay and sufficient as comment but please let me know if you need 
anything further, 

Best, 

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
 

  
 

     

From: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: 12 January 2026 13:06
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To: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: RE: Late Request for Newt Officer comments - DM/25/2747 - 4 Pound Gate, Hassocks 
 
External:  This email is from an external source.  Please exercise caution with attachments, links, 
or requests for information. 

Dear Laura
Apologies for the late consultation on this application. I have discovered that this house 
lies in a Red Impact Risk Zone for Great Crested Newts. 
 
The current application follows a previous application under DM/22/0295 for a garage 
extension, first floor extension and a rear single storey addition. I don’t believe we were 
consulting you in 2022.
 
In intend to recommend that the application is approved with this attached Informative:
 
‘The applicant is reminded that, under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended) and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended), it is an offence to (amongst other things): deliberately capture, disturb, 
injure, or kill great crested newts; damage or destroy a breeding or resting place; 
intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a resting or sheltering place. Planning 
permission for a development does not provide a defence against prosecution under 
this legislation. Should great crested newts be found at any stage of the development 
works, then all works should cease, and a professional and/or suitably qualified and 
experienced ecologist (or Natural England) should be contacted for advice on any 
special precautions before continuing, including the need for a licence.’
 
Please can you have a look at this and provide your comments to include in my 
recommendation report, which I hope to complete this week?
 
Thank you.
Regards
Anna
 
 
Submit your planning application online.
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk 
----------------------------------------------
Anna Tidey BA(Hons) MPhil MRTPI
Planning Officer
Development Management
 
Tel: +44 (0)1444 477342
anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk      http://www.midsussex.gov.uk 
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Working together for a Better Mid Sussex.
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.

 
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District 
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of 
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 
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