
From:                                 Steven King
Sent:                                  05 March 2026 15:44:53 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "'Ben Harvey'" <bh@lrar.co.uk>
Subject:                             RE: Land west of Lodge Cottage, South Avenue, Hurstpier[point - DM/25/3203

Hi Ben 
 
Thanks for agreeing to that. I would need to have the plans updated to reflect the proposed 
changes as this is what will be referenced in the decision notice approving the details and 
discharging the condition. 
 
Regards 
 
 
Steven King, BSc (Hons) Dip TP, MRTPI 
Team Leader, Major Development 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477556 
 
Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 
 

Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
 
 
From: Ben Harvey <bh@lrar.co.uk> 
Sent: 05 March 2026 10:12
To: Steven King <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Land west of Lodge Cottage, South Avenue, Hurstpier[point - DM/25/3203 
 
Morning Steven,  
 
Understood, we would like to propose English Oaks in this case. Do let us know if the landscape 
drawings and annotations need to be updated to reflect our communication or the conditions will be 
worded accordingly.  
 
Thanks in advance.  
 
 
 
Ben Harvey RIBA  

mailto:Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk
http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/


Architect 
BA (HONS) DIP ARCH RIBA  
  

    
   
e:           bh@lrar.co.uk 
t:            01273446890 
t:            02033196614 
a:           Brighton | London 
w:          www.lrar.co.uk 

  

           
  
LRA Retinue Ltd, trading as 'LRA Retinue' and/or 'LRAR' and/or 'Retinue', is registered in England and Wales 12353276. This e-mail and any attached files are confidential 
and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. Please inform the sender if any files have been corrupted in transmission. 

 
 

From: Steven King <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 05 March 2026 09:24
To: Ben Harvey <bh@lrar.co.uk>
Subject: RE: Land west of Lodge Cottage, South Avenue, Hurstpier[point - DM/25/3203 
 
Hi Ben  
 
I’ve received the following comments from our Tree Officer:  
 
‘I am happier with the native hedge suggestion but not so much with the red oak. I understand 
our native oaks are under some threat from various pests and diseases, but we would still 
favour a native oak over one from North America. Perhaps another native with better longevity 
should be considered?’  
 
Is this something that your client would consider?  
 
Regards  
 
 
Steven King, BSc (Hons) Dip TP, MRTPI  
Team Leader, Major Development  
Mid Sussex District Council  
01444 477556  
 
Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk  
www.midsussex.gov.uk  
 

mailto:bh@lrar.co.uk
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Working together for a better Mid Sussex  
 
 
 
From: Ben Harvey <bh@lrar.co.uk> 
Sent: 04 March 2026 14:33
To: Steven King <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Land west of Lodge Cottage, South Avenue, Hurstpier[point - DM/25/3203  
 

Afternoon Steven,  
 
I have heard back from the client and he proposes to remove both the Portugese Laurel and Silver Birch 
from the landscape proposals and replace these with Red Oak to ensure longevity. The Prunus 
Laurocerasus (hedge) will also be omitted and substituted with more native species, already submitted 
within the proposals. Would you kindly pass these proposals onto the tree officer for his/her comment 
please.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
 
Ben Harvey RIBA   
Architect  
BA (HONS) DIP ARCH RIBA   
   

      
    
e:           bh@lrar.co.uk  
t:            01273446890  
t:            02033196614  
a:           Brighton | London  
w:          www.lrar.co.uk  

   

            
   
LRA Retinue Ltd, trading as 'LRA Retinue' and/or 'LRAR' and/or 'Retinue', is registered in England and Wales 12353276. This e-mail and any attached files are confidential 
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You don't often get email from bh@lrar.co.uk. Learn why this is important  
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From: Steven King <Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2026 3:06 PM
To: Studio <studio@lrar.co.uk>
Subject: Land west of Lodge Cottage, South Avenue, Hurstpier[point - DM/25/3203  
  
Dear Ben

I have attached a letter discharging condition 9 of planning permission DM/21/3820.

With regards to the landscaping, I have received the following comments from our Tree Officer:

'I have reviewed the Landscaping Plans for this proposal and was disappointed to see a limited 
number of native species.

I note the hedge proposal to include Prunus laurocerasus, which is fast growing but not native. 
Would the applicant consider using more of the native species, rather than this selection?

Further, the trees selected are mostly nonnative and the only native tree selected is short lived. 
Please could you request that the applicant consider changing some of these trees for natives?'

Could I ask for your response to this please.

Regards

Steven King, BSc (Hons) Dip TP, MRTPI
Team Leader, Major Development
Mid Sussex District Council
01444 477556

Steven.King@midsussex.gov.uk
https://eu-west-
1.protection.sophos.com?d=midsussex.gov.uk&u=d3d3Lm1pZHN1c3NleC5nb3YudWs=&p=m&i
=Njk4Y2EyYTU4MTE2ODYyOTRiNDJlNWIw&t=ZkxKOEl5RDBtZmRqNjJZYXRxYlp1UEJ4bmc
xZVhiMHZ5elluR1ZTZDIrWT0=&h=db58672070c34c8bba1d01dd7d3e23f8&s=AVNPUEhUT0N
FTkNSWVBUSVYe7-atNpBS9YDd2qeWwmmDsPYwaxsFlitiULKASGbPkQ

Working together for a better Mid Sussex

The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
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