
From:                                 Oliver Benson <oliver.benson@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  30 July 2026 11:53:40 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Joanne Fisher" <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: Service request - SR/26/2892 Highfields West Hill East Grinstead West 
Sussex RH19 4DL

Hi Jo,

I have reviewed the submitted Phase 2 Ground Investigation and Contamination Assessment prepared by Compass 
Geotechnical Ltd, reference 26 3123B-1, dated June 2026.

Having reviewed the report, I do not recommend discharge of Condition 7 at this stage.

The investigation identified an elevated concentration of arsenic within made ground, with a reported concentration 
of 63 mg/kg, exceeding the assessment criterion adopted within the report. The consultant concludes that further 
assessment is required to determine whether this represents a localised hotspot and recommends additional 
investigation. 

Condition 7(a) requires a site investigation that provides sufficient information for a detailed assessment of risk to 
all receptors. In this case, the consultant's own conclusions indicate that further work is necessary before the 
significance and extent of the arsenic contamination can be properly understood. As a result, I do not consider the 
contamination to have been fully characterised and therefore do not consider the requirements of Condition 7(a) to 
have been met.

Until the extent and significance of the arsenic contamination have been established, it is not possible to determine 
whether remediation is required or what form any remediation should take. Consequently, it would be premature to 
assess compliance with Condition 7(b), which requires an options appraisal and remediation strategy based on the 
completed site investigation and risk assessment.

I therefore recommend that the applicant undertakes further assessment of the identified arsenic hotspot as the report 
suggests. If unacceptable risks are identified, an appropriate remediation strategy should also be submitted for 
approval.

Kind regards,

Oliver

Oliver Benson
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Environmental Protection Team
Tel: 01444 477 059
Email: oliver.benson@midsussex.gov.uk
Website: 
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02
%7CJoanne.Fisher%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C31c21ec32c6f47e9c4f708deee28d108%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8bab
d7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639210056237499881%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRyd
WUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C
&sdata=iy1ismCA6xWByhYgH8Xm5MpnLzjiUJqoFSEEmHZlJ1U%3D&reserved=0
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-----Original Message-----
From: mpc@midsussex.gov.uk <mpc@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 17 July 2026 13:59
To: Oliver Benson <oliver.benson@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Service request - SR/26/2892 Highfields West Hill East Grinstead West Sussex RH19 4DL 

 Oliver Benson

This is sent from an unmonitored address, please do not respond.

Please see attached Service Request
SR/26/2892 

Type: Contaminated land - consultation.
Details: Planning application consultation for application - DM/26/1727 comments by 7th August 2026 Discharge of 
planning conditions No's 4, 5 and 7 relating to planning application DM/24/3051.

Regards
Commuities Support Team
Mid Sussex District Council


