Grassland - Modified grassland

Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)
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Habitat parcel rafarenica

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m? present, including at least 2 forbs (these may include
those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion Is essential for achleving Moderate or Good
condition.

Whaere the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassiand, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m? (excluding
those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess whether the
grasstand should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where a grassland is
classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant condition sheet.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than
7 cm} creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and inveriebrates to live
and breed.
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Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. {Some scattered scrub
such as bramble Rubus frulicosits agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continucus {more than 90%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type.
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Physical damage Is evident in fess than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical damage
include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high
levels of access, or any other damaging management aclivities,
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Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a
concentration of rabbit warrens)z.
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Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%.
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G |There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species” (as fisted on Schedule 9 of weah,

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Good {3)

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including
passing essentlal ctiterion A Moderate (2} \/

Passes 3 or fewer criteria;

OR

Passes 4 - B criteria {excluding
criterion A}

Poor {1)

Foatnote 1 — Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense , spear thistie Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rurmex oblusifolius,, comman neltle
Urfica divica , creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, greater plantain Plantago major, white clover Trifolium repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris.

Footnote 2 — For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing establishment of new species, or localised patches where not exceeding
10% cover.

Footnote 3 - Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species vartes across the habitat, splitinto parcels accerdingly,
applying a buffer zane around the invasive non-native specles with a size relative o its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 — Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 {as amended).




Condition Sheat: GRASSLAD Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)

Grassiand Modified grassland
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ukhab — UK Habitat Classification !

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m? present, including at least 2 forbs (these may include

those listed in Foolnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good
condition,

A |Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m? (excluding
those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess whether the
grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where a grassland is
classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant condition sheet,

C reaze =
Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than NN
B {7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opporiunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to live M & =AY %

and hreed. 1!\04:%&'-33'

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered scrub
such as bramble Rubus frulicosus agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous {more than 80%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type.

Physical damage is evident In less than 5% of totat grassland area. Examples of physical damage
D |include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high Lrl {?_,3
levels of access, or any other damaging management activities,

e Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a \4/6
concentration of rabbit warrens)?. g

.y
F [Cover of bracken Pteridium aquitinum is less than 20%. 18 by




G |There is an absence of invasive non-native plant spacles® (as listed on Schedule @ of WCA®).

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including \/‘
passing essential criterion A Goad (3)

Passes 4 or 5 crileria including

passing essential criterion A Maderate (2)
Passes 3 or fewer criteria;

OR Poor (1)
Passes 4 - 6 criteria {excluding

criterion A}

Footnote 1 — Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rumex oblusifolius, common nettle
Urtica dioica , creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens , greater ptantain Plantago major, white clover Trifolium repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris .

Footnote 2 — For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground altowing establishment of new species, or localised patches where not exceeding
10% cover.

Feotnote 3 — Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accardingly,
applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native species with a size relative lo its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 — Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 {as amended).




Condition Sheet: POND Habitat Type

Lakes - Ponds (priority habitat)

Lakes - Ponds {non-priority habitat)
Lakes - Temporary lakes ponds and pools (H3170) [Use this condition sheet for Temporary ponds and pools, use Lake condition sheet for
Temporary lakes]
Lakes - Ornamental lake or pond [Use this condition sheet for Ornamental ponds, use Lake condition sheet for Ornamental lakes]
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ukhab — UK Habitat Classificalion
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The pond is of good water quality, with clear water (fow turbidity) indicating no
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A |obvious signs of pollution. Turbidity is acceptable if the pond is grazed by %Cﬁ S‘D\( \ N\ ot

livestock. ' Mo 3Bogy™ =Ny
Q&U.uin:\, Souress |,

There is semi-natural habitat {moderate distinctiveness or above) completely Heaun ﬁm.ze.d\

B |surrounding the pond, for at least 10 m from the pond edge for its entire \\)@ Sk
perimeter. fua‘)wﬁmci ey M.S‘mezij .
L han 10% of th rface i d with duckweed L j \DOSS;E(S

c Iesst an 10% of the water surface is covered with duckweed Lemna spp. or s ML
filamentous algae. Q s

by .

O The pond is not artificially connected to other waterbodies, such as agricultural L,l 15@10@ © &CL .
ditches or artificial pipework. e

E Pond water levels can fluctuate naturally throughout the year. No obvious vl e CD' c :ﬁ %\M

artificial dams?, pumps or pipework.,
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F [There is an absence of listed non-native plant and animal speciesa.
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The pond is not artificially stocked with fish, if the pond naturally contains fish,
it is a native fish assemblage at low densities.
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Additional Criteria - musthe assessed forall

on-woodland ponds:

H Emergent, submerged or floating plants (excluding ciuckweed)4 cover at least
50% of the poend area which is less than 3 m deep.
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t |The pond surface is no more than 50% shaded by adjacent trees and scrub.

Results:for woodland ponds which reguire assessment of 7.core criteri
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Passes 7 criteria Good (3)

Passes & or 6 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 4 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Results for non-woodland porids which raguire assessment of 9-criteria. =

Passes 9 criteria Good (3)

Passes 6 to 8 criteria Moderate (2) \/
Passes 5 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Footnote 1 - A woodland pond will be surrounded on ali sides by woodland habitat.

Footnote 2 — This excludes natural dams such as those created by Eurasian beaver Castor fiber.

Footnote 3 - Any species included on the Water Framework Directive (WFD) UKTAG GB High Impact Species List should be absent: WFD
UKTAG (2021) Classification of agualtic alien species according to their level of impact [online]. Available from:




et: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type

Individual trees — Urban.trees
trdividual trees — es
Complete a condition sheet for each tree or block of frees,

Please see the separate Line of trees condition sheet for a line of rural frees. You should only use the Line of trees condition assessment and record that habitat
type In rural locations.

Individual trees (description applied to the urban or rural environment):
Young trees over 7.5 ¢cm in diameter at breast height whose canopies are not touching.

Urban Perimeter / Linear Biocks and Groups {description applied to the urban environment only):

Groups or stands of trees (size requirement as defined above} within and around the perimeter of urban land. This inciudes those along urban streets, highways, railways and
canals, and also fermer field boundary {rees incorporated into developments. Canopies should predominantly overlap continucusly. Groups of urban trees that don't match the
descriptions for woodland may be assessed within this category.
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A The tree is a native species {or at least 70% within the block are native \\'} 9‘ ( \1 L1

i 3
species), U [P o N il ::gj_ sak|oel | 0ok

The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover ‘ \1 x,( \( lj)
B |making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide b’ 7 \1 \’\

(individual trees avtomatically pass this criterign).

C |The tree Is mature {or more than $0% within the block are mature)‘, V\ \/l \-1 \/\ \'l L{ “1 “[

There is litle or no evidence of an adverse impact an tree health by human

. AS
D activities {such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agriculiural activity). \/] \’1 Lz "[ “1 \’) _1 \‘

And there is no current regular pruning regime, sc the trees retain >75% of
expected canopy for their age range and height.

Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, i "'1 M
: i G N [T NV

such as presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

F |More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversatling vegetation beneath.




Passes 5 or 6 criteria Good (3}

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) \/

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1}

Note that 'Fairly Good and Fairly Poor' condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type,




Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type

Individual trees - Urban_frees
swmrﬁ&fﬂmf@

Complete a condition sheet for each tree or block of frees.

Please see the separate Line of trees condition sheet for a line of rural trees. You should only use the Line of trees condition assessment and record that habitat
type in rural locations,

Individual trees {description applied to the urban or rural envirohment):
Young frees over 7.5 cm in diameter al breast height whose canapies are not touching.

Urban Perimeter / Linear Blocks and Groups {description applied to the urban environment only):
Groups or stands of trees (size requirement as defined above) within and around the perimeter of urban land. Thiz includes those along urban streets, highways, railways and
canals, and also former field boundary trees incorporated into developments. Cancpies should predominantly overlap continuously, Groups of urban trees that don't match the

descriptions for woodland may be assessed within this category,
o Survey date and | (s tad W,Mw 2, &0
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a The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native
species). )
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover )

B [making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being »5 m wide S
(individual trees automatically pass this criterion), -1

€ |The free is mature (ar more than 50% within the block are mature)'. ‘\7 — >

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human

-
D activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). bl -
And there is no cument regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of
expecied canopy for their age range and height.
E Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, \/) =

such as presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

F |More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversaiting vegelation beneath. u[ p f)




Passes § or 6 criteria Good (3}

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)
Note that ‘Faitl i




Conditlon sheet: HEDGEROW Habltat Types

Native hodgerow
Nalive hadgeraw - assoclated with bank or ditch

Natlve hedgerow with trees

Nativo hadgerow with trees - assoclated with bank or ditch
Specles.rich natlve hedgeraw

Specles-rich native hadgerow - assocfated with bank or ditch
Specles-rich native hedgerow with treos

Specles-rich native hedgerow with treos - associated with bank or ditch

uihab - UK Habllat Classificallon

On-slte or oft-site, site

namé and [acation Burvey data and Sutrveyor nane

Lisltations (f Survay referance (if rélating t6 a wider -
appllcable) Co survey). o .

Grid rofarenco

Habitat parcal iaference

A saries of ten attribuf oy physical characteristics are used for this assassment, Each altribute Is assignad lo ona of fiva functional g

p g }and the candlion of a
hedgaraw Is assessad according to the sumber of attributes from these functional groups which pass or fall the *favourable condilion® critaria.

ps {A-

This assessmaent is based on the Hedgerow Survey Handbeok' and Favourable Gonservation Status document?, For furlher clarification please refer to the Hedgarow Survey Handbogok.

Best practice would ba to recard the specios, age, spacing and other key information about all trees present along a hedgerow wilhin the 'Habitat Description' box, s wall as other key
fealures of the hedgerow,

Attrlbutes and functional
grouplngs (A B, C;D .

Gritatia » the minlmims requirements for -
and E) - :

Yavourdhls condhtior® Criterla descriptian

The avaraga helght of woody growth estimated frem base of stam to
the top of the stioals, excludiig any bank bensath the hedgerow; any
gaps or fsolated treas,

Newly laid or coppleed hedgeraws are indlcative of good
management and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of four
vears (if undartaken according to good practisa),

A1, [Helght >1.5 m average along leagth

A newly planted hedgerow doss not pass this criterian {urless Itis .
>1.8 m halght).

The average width of waady growih astimated at the widest peint of
the canopy, exciuding gaps and isolated trees,
Outgrowthss (sush as blackthom Prinus sphose suckers) are onfy
A2, PWidih >1.5 m average along tength Inchuded in the width estimate when thay are >0.5 m In halght,
Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted hadgeraiws are indicative of

good mahagemisnt and pass this eriteHan for up to a maximum of four,
years {if undertaken according to good practica),

This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of ihe woody component of the

hedgerow, and its distance from the ground to the lowest leafy
Gap belwaen ground and base of canopy ~ {growth.

Bl |Bap-hedgebase | o 1 tor 90% of lengih

Certain exceplions te this criterion are accaptable (see page 65 of the

Hedgsrow Survey Handbook),




This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody compenent of the
hedgarow. Gaps are complets breaks in the woody canopy (no matter .
Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% af total length; and how small). \4

B2. "
canopy continulty  {No canopy 9aps *5m
Access points and gates contribule to the overall ‘gappiness’ bul are
not subject to the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size of a gate).
This s the lavel of disturbanca (excluding wildlfo disturbance) at the
basa of the hedgerow.
>1 m width of undisturbed ground with
Undisturbed perennial harbaceous vegelation for >80% Undisturbed ground is present for at lsast 90% of the hedgerow
round and of length: fength, graater than 1 m In width and must be present along at least
C1. gamn rial - Measured from auter edye of hedgerow;  [one side of the hedgeraw.
and
vegstalion + 15 present on one slde of tha hedgerow (at { This critarion sacognises the value of tha hedgerow basa as a
feast). boundary habitat with the capacity to supporta wida range of specles.
Cultivation, heavily tradden footpaths, peached ground elc. can fimit
availabla habilat nichas.
Nutrdent-enriched  {Plant spacies Indicativa of nutrent The Indicator species used are netlles Unica spp., cleavers Galium
C2. |perennial enrichment of soils deminate <20% cover of {aparing and docks Rumex spp. Thelr presence, either singly of
vegetation tha area of undisturbed ground. tagather, does ot axceed the 26% cover threshold.
Recenlly introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised in
. the UK sinca AD 1500 (neophytes). Archaeophyles count as natives.
. >80% of the hedgerow and undisturbed For Information an archagophytes and neophytes see the JNCC
py, |mvasiveand ground is frea of invasive non-nallve plant 1, .pejet. a5 well as the BSBI wehsite® where the ‘Online Atias of the
neophyte species |species {including tnose listed on Schedule

British and Irish Flora® centains an up-to-date list of the status of
species, For Information on Invasive nan-native species see the GB
Noz-Nalive Secretariat webshta',

9 af WCA™) and recently introduced species.

This critericn addresses damaging activities that may have led te or

detericration in oth i .
0% of the hedgerow ar undisluzbad lead {a detericration in other allributes J\
D2 |Current damage g::jl-\lr?tﬁsis free of damage caused by human e o014 nciude evidence of paliution, piles of manure or rubble, or

= Inappropriate managemant practices {far exarngle, axcessive

hedgerow cutling).

i :
Thera Is more than ona age-class {or
oTphotogy) of trea prasent (fer example:
young, malure, veteran and o ancient®, and
there is on average at least one mature,
anclent ar veleran tree present per 20 - 50m
of hedgerow.

£1. {Treaclass merpholegles which allow for replacament of treas and provide

This criterion addresses if there are s range of age-classas of
opporluniliss for differant spacles.

Al laast 95% of hedgerow trees are in a
heallhy cendition {excluding veterar features
valuable for wildlife). Thera s litle or no

{E2. |Tres health igenca of an adverse impact on rae
health by damage from livestock or wild
anlmals, pests or diseases, or human
{activity,

This critarion Identifies if the treas are subject to damage which
compromises the survival and health of the individual specimens.

Tne hedgerow condition assessment generatas a waighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3, which is used within the Statutory Blodiversity Matric, The scores for each are set out in the tables
below.

endition cataqoriss fornedqano 0

Catogory : Catagory Requiroments : Metric Scare

No more than 2 failures in total;
AND
Good
No more lhan 1 faiture in any functienal 3
group.
Ne mora than 4 failures in totai;
AND
Moderate Doas not fail beth attributas in more than 2

ona functional greup {for example, fails
attributas A1, A2, B1 and C2 = Moderate
condition),

Fails a total of more than 4 attributes;

R
Peor Fails both attributes in more than one 1
functional group (for exampls, fails atiributas
A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Peor condition).

Score achlaved




Category -JCatagtory Requirements

Good

.| Metric score

Ne move than 2 fallures In fotal;

ANEB

No maore than 1 fallure In any functional
group.

Moderale

Ne more than 5 failures In total;

AND

Does not fa]l both atitbutes in more than
one funcllonal group {for examale, faifs
aliributes A1, A2, B1, C2 and E1 = Moderate

condition}.

Poor

Fails a total of mora than 5 aftributes;

OR
Ealls both aliibutes I mora than one

funclional group (for example, fails atiribules
A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor condilion),

__Store achlovad;
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