
From:                                 Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Sent:                                  28 July 2026 10:51:39 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Hamish Evans" <hamish.evans@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: DM/26/1484 | Former Fishery Car Park Lake View Road Furnace Wood West 
Sussex

Good morning Hamish, 

Thank you for sending over some additional information regarding the nearby waterbody. Due 
to the low suitability of this waterbody and the sub-optimal habitat to be impacted by 
development works, we are in agreement with the approach suggested within the applicant's 
great crested newt survey letter (AEWC, May 2026) which recommended that a precautionary 
working methods statement is produced and adopted for the development works. We 
recommend that a GCN specific statement is prepared by a suitably qualified ecologist, and 
either submitted to the LPA for approval prior to determination or secured via a pre-
commencement condition. 

Best wishes, 

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
 

  
 

     

From: Hamish Evans <hamish.evans@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent: 23 July 2026 12:04
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To: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: RE: DM/26/1484 | Former Fishery Car Park Lake View Road Furnace Wood West Sussex 
 
External:  This email is from an external source.  Please exercise caution with attachments, links, 
or requests for information. 

Thank you for the below Laura. Please find attached the agents comments. 
 
Thank you, 
Kind regards,
 
Hamish Evans 
Planning Officer 
Direct Line: 01444 477228
hamish.evans@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk
Working Together for a Better Mid Sussex 
 
From: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com> 
Sent: 09 July 2026 17:30
To: Hamish Evans <hamish.evans@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: DM/26/1484 | Former Fishery Car Park Lake View Road Furnace Wood West Sussex
 
Good afternoon Hamish, 
 
Planning reference: DM/26/1484 | Former Fishery Car Park Lake View Road Furnace Wood 
West Sussex
 
Thank you for consulting us on the above application. I have reviewed the applicant's eDNA 
survey report and note that it states surveys have been undertaken on p1 and p2, which have 
both come back as negative. Looking over aerial imagery, it appears there may be another 
waterbody within the adjacent site, approximately 100m away from the RLB (please see below). 
This waterbody however has not been acknowledged or assessed with the report. Therefore 
please could I request some further information on it from the applicant regarding it's 
suitability and any justification for ruling out this waterbody? 
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Best wishes, 
 
Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
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The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District 
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of 
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments. 
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