
From:                                 Tom Butler <tomb@hop.uk.com>
Sent:                                  27 July 2026 09:27:34 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "drainage" <drainage@midsussex.gov.uk>; "Steve Ashdown" 
<Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Anna Tidey" <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>; "Joanne Fisher" 
<Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>; "Roger Pike" <roger@neilpikearchitects.co.uk>
Subject:                             RE: Meeting request regarding Woodside Grange DM/26/1050

Dear Mid-Sussex Drainage team, 
 
It has been some time since your previous correspondence, could you let us know when we can 
be expecting a response to our query regarding the Woodside Grange site? 
 
Kind regards, 
 
TOM BUTLER 
Chartered Civil Engineer 
 

HOP House 
41 Church Road 
Hove, BN3 2BE 
T:  +44 (0)1273 223900
W:  hop.uk.com 

 
We are thrilled to be celebrating our 40th Anniversary with four decades of engineering achievements, 
innovation and successful delivery.  Read more about our journey here.

Read about our Awards, Accreditations or Confidentiality and Security Statements on our About Us page.

HOP Consulting Limited. Registered in England, Office as above, No. 4402211. 

 
From: Tom Butler 
Sent: 16 July 2026 14:11
To: 'drainage' <drainage@midsussex.gov.uk>; Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>; Joanne Fisher <Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Meeting request regarding Woodside Grange DM/26/1050 [Filed 16 Jul 2026 14:10]
 
Hi,  
 
Thank you for your email and clarification, that makes a lot of sense. I too thought a formal 
meeting was a bit much for a simple query. 
 
Noted regarding sending correspondence via the Planning Officer. 
 

You don't often get email from tomb@hop.uk.com. Learn why this is important

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939514151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Dhqt61K5KAaiER%2FqGlbITZXMTBY7eQvKvBtnrj7SB0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2F40-years-of-hop%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939557331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fsh%2FU8WwHoh8jE2a3PzDnLZnUNEnOwMc7%2FyrAHS7vic%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2Fabout-us%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939590620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kk441dzNE1Z4ki55KSykO2VksishEc2bbZMh1pxxV4c%3D&reserved=0
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


I look forward to your response in due course. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
TOM BUTLER 
Chartered Civil Engineer 
 

HOP House 
41 Church Road 
Hove, BN3 2BE 
T:  +44 (0)1273 223900
W:  hop.uk.com 

 
We are thrilled to be celebrating our 40th Anniversary with four decades of engineering achievements, 
innovation and successful delivery.  Read more about our journey here.

Read about our Awards, Accreditations or Confidentiality and Security Statements on our About Us page.

HOP Consulting Limited. Registered in England, Office as above, No. 4402211. 

 
From: drainage <drainage@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 July 2026 13:54
To: Tom Butler <tomb@hop.uk.com>; Steve Ashdown <Steve.Ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: drainage <drainage@midsussex.gov.uk>; Anna Tidey <anna.tidey@midsussex.gov.uk>; Joanne Fisher 
<Joanne.Fisher@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Meeting request regarding Woodside Grange DM/26/1050
 
Dear Tom,  
 
Thank you for your email. There perhaps has been some confusion in communication between 
Anna and the Flood Risk and Drainage team. Apoligies. 
 
We have met with Anna on a call today to re align and she has agreed she is happy for me to 
direct email you on this occasion. 
 
We are currently due to consult on information received from yourselves via Anna on the 9th 
July. Our engineers are in process of this. 
 
The email received from Anna to us on Monday incorporated some further questions. I advised 
Anna we would give a detailed reply to all your submission including the questions when we 
respond. 
 
We are unsure why we are looking at meetings at this stage. Please could we kindly ask for 
your patience to allow us to respond to the consultation issued on the 9th. 
Our Engineer will give detailed response to support your now included questions. 
 
Please do issue all correspondence via the Planning Case officer. We can assure you it is the 
quickest route to response. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939618004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BgjavVx0UzHSDFZOVoKdM%2Ft%2BxEPQGWJ5k5vECw5CQrc%3D&reserved=0
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We will be in touch with Anna soonest and hope this supports, 
 
Many thanks 
Best Wishes 
 
Flood Risk and Drainage Team 
Estate Services and Building Control 
Mid Sussex District Council 
drainage@midsussex.gov.uk 
 
From: Tom Butler <tomb@hop.uk.com> 
Sent: 16 July 2026 12:07
To: Steve Ashdown <steve.ashdown@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc: drainage <drainage@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Meeting request regarding Woodside Grange DM/26/1050
 

Dear Steve, 
 
This project has had a lengthy back and forth with your drainage team and I believe a meeting 
would enable us to finalise the sticking points and prevent the further dragging out of this 
process. Ultimately, the last sticking point is what would be considered to be an acceptable but 
feasible discharge rate. The planning case officer has said that you can’t comment without 
another formal issue of the proposals but that a meeting can be arranged to discuss it.
 
Please can a meeting be arranged to discuss. I have copied my original email below for context. 
 
 
Mid Sussex Drainage Team, 
 
We have been asked to assist in resolving the outstanding issues raised in your comments below 
for the Woodside Grange development. 
 
We can of course review the scheme to include a 10% urban creep to the proposed impermeable 
area and include the overland flow routes on the drawing. 
 
With regards to limiting the proposed offsite flow rate to greenfield runoff rate of developed 
areas only, we do not believe this is practicable. The limiting flow rate for each house would be 
less than 0.3l/s and would present a significant blockage risk to the flow control device. The 
minimum recommended flow rate for a vortex flow control is considered to be 1.0l/s before the 
risk of blocking significantly increases. We therefore propose to limit the flow rate from each 
house to 1.0l/s. Would this be acceptable to you? If so we can amend the scheme to incorporate 
this.
 

You don't often get email from tomb@hop.uk.com. Learn why this is important 
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For the record, we have considered combining the drainage for the two houses but due to the 
future individual property ownership, the ongoing maintenance of a shared system long term is 
not considered to be viable. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this, please 
give me a call on 07789824334 (Monday/Thursday/Friday). 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
TOM BUTLER 
Chartered Civil Engineer 
 

HOP House 
41 Church Road 
Hove, BN3 2BE 
T:  +44 (0)1273 223900
W:  hop.uk.com

 
We are thrilled to be celebrating our 40th Anniversary with four decades of engineering achievements, 
innovation and successful delivery.  Read more about our journey here.

Read about our Awards, Accreditations or Confidentiality and Security Statements on our About Us page.

HOP Consulting Limited. Registered in England, Office as above, No. 4402211.

 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 
any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939714340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fcVw1D%2Fb3E0QXyiGYeAhqUqjNYpJgIDmVgzmCmxnN8I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2F40-years-of-hop%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939750885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQrqR8NiAS45IzhdLXxQuCvDQaUIwYCmXaM5rxLuKMY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hop.uk.com%2Fabout-us%2F&data=05%7C02%7Canna.tidey%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca79bb1cd54e34ea1bac208deebb8fb24%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639207376939780549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z4P8NH%2FE4OyaiZ6ogQZs72OE0OowSAoAgcHGBVoW1bs%3D&reserved=0

