
From:                                 Hamish Jackson - Senior Ecological Consultant <Hamish.Jackson@essex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  20 November 2025 10:22:58 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Katherine Williams" <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Place Services Ecology" <PlaceServicesEcology@essex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: DM/25/2303 at Queen Victoria Hospital Holtye Road East Grinstead

Hi Katherine, 
 
On further consideration of the details below, I can see that the off-site unit requirements match 
the units secured as part of the Biodiversity Gain Site Register for the relevant habitat banks. 
 
The applicant has also clarified why they have not provided an accurate overview of the on-site 
post-intervention values proposed as part of the scheme. This is because they do not want to 
secure any long-term management and monitoring for a period of 30 years, due operational 
pressures of the Hospital. As a result, they have referenced the entire post-intervention values 
within the submitted metric as containing ‘developed land; sealed surface’ (which contains 0 
biodiversity units) and have secured all units required to achieve a 10% measurable biodiversity 
net gain via off-site habitat banks on registered biodiversity gain site register. 
 
Therefore, whilst the majority of the soft landscaping proposals would not be considered 
significant on-site enhancements, I don’t think it is necessary to require the applicant to submit 
updated calculations, when the proposed landscaping will be implemented regardless. 
 
As a result, I would recommend that the LPA can discharge the Biodiversity Gain Condition in 
full, following the submission of this additional clarification. 

I am happy for these comments to be included on the planning portal, but please re-consult us if 
you would like a formal re-consultation response.

Kind regards,
 
Hamish 
 
Hamish Jackson ACIEEM BSc (Hons) 
Senior Ecological Consultant 
 
Place Services, E4 Zone 3, County Hall, Chelmsford Essex CM1 1QH 
t: 03330 320980 | m: 07740901139
e: hamish.jackson@essex.gov.uk / PlaceServicesEcology@essex.gov.uk
w: www.placeservices.co.uk

 
From: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 13 November 2025 10:44
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To: Hamish Jackson - Senior Ecological Consultant <Hamish.Jackson@essex.gov.uk>
Cc: Place Services Ecology <PlaceServicesEcology@essex.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: DM/25/2303 at Queen Victoria Hospital Holtye Road East Grinstead
 

 
Dear Hamish, 
 
Please see the below response from the agent to your previous comments. 
 
Could I have your comments on this. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc 
Senior Planning Officer 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477214 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
  
 
From: Sophie Hulton-Harrop <Sophie.Hulton-Harrop@mottmac.com> 
Sent: 12 November 2025 14:58
To: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: DM/25/2303 at Queen Victoria Hospital Holtye Road East Grinstead
 
Hi Katherine,  
 
Please see the response from our Ecology team below. 
 
The biodiversity gain site register shows the total number of new or enhanced units that a site is 
providing, which represents the unit increase from the baseline. The post-intervention value for 
habitat bank 'BGS-281024001' is 1.31 but that is a 1.03 unit increase compared to the baseline 
value of 0.28. The post-intervention value for habitat bank 'BGS-191124001' is 1.81 but that is a 
1.50 unit increase compared to the baseline value of 0.31.  

(Off-site gain site summary tab) 

CAUTION: This is an external email.
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The two habitat banks provide an off-site post-intervention of 3.12 area units and 0.19 hedgerow 
units. The two habitat banks provide an off-site net change of 2.53 area units and 0.06 
hedgerow units. The off-site net change is the value that is used to account for the net gain and 
what has been purchased from the Environment Bank.
This results in the following; 

(Headline results tab) 
The project has provided over 10% BNG through the purchase of units and the certificates 
provided evidence the purchase of these units.  
We note the comment in relation to the onsite assessment, however owing to the operational 
pressures of the hospital the client was unable to secure this land for 30 years. Please see the 
detailed justification for this in the BNG report. 
 
 
Many thanks,

Sophie 
 
Sophie Hulton-Harrop
Town Planner

D +442076510617      
sophie.hulton-harrop@mottmac.com 

 
 

Mott MacDonald Restricted 

From: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 11 November 2025 13:57
To: Sophie Hulton-Harrop <Sophie.Hulton-Harrop@mottmac.com>
Subject: DM/25/2303 at Queen Victoria Hospital Holtye Road East Grinstead
 
Dear Sophie, 
 
Please see the attached comments from the Council’s Ecological Consultant regarding BNG, 
who require further information. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc 

mailto:sophie.hulton-harrop@mottmac.com
mailto:Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk
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Senior Planning Officer 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477214 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
  
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is 
legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole 
or part of this email to a third party making a request for information about the subject 
matter of this email. This email and any attachments may contain confidential 
information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you 
are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of 
this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error 
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and 
remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex 
District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software 
viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible 
for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and 
any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of this email and 
any attachments. 
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