
From:                                 Katherine Williams
Sent:                                  03 March 2025 11:00:29 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Debbie Marriage" <debbie@djmtp.co.uk>
Subject:                             RE: DM/25/0096 - Unit 19 Bolney Grange Business Park, Bolney
Attachments:                   2025.02.28 RE: DM/25/0096 - Unit 19 Bolney Grange Business Park, Bolney

Dear Debbie,  
 
Thank you for your email.  
 
Please see the attached further advice from the Flood Risk and Drainage Team following their 
previous comments. 
 
The Council’s Flood Risk and Drainage team do not provide an advice service. 
 
Kind Regards  
 
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc  
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477214 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

Working together for a better Mid Sussex  
 
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 

 
From: Debbie Marriage <debbie@djmtp.co.uk> 
Sent: 28 February 2025 10:53
To: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: DM/25/0096 - Unit 19 Bolney Grange Business Park, Bolney 
 

Hello Katherine 

No worries.  But we thought that the Drainage Team had a paid service? Is this not correct?  

As I understand (and I'm learning as I go here) a 'watercourse' and an 'ordinary watercourse' are not the 
same thing. This is a man made ditch, with no relationship to the natural network of watercourses (see 
Appendix 2 of the FRA).  The problem we have is that the Drainage Team have not explained WHY they 

http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/


classify this as an "ordinary watercourse". If we don't have their reasoning before us, how can we 
appropriately respond?  

Notwithstanding this, I shall pass your email back to John P and see how we can able to proceed. John 
has provided my client with a quote, so subject to Robin agreeing his fees we will put the necessary 
evidence together.  

kind regards 

Debbie 

On 28/02/2025 10:42, Katherine Williams wrote: 
Dear Debbie,  
  
Thank you for your email and my apologies for missing your call yesterday.  
  
The drainage engineers are consultees and do not get involved in discussions 
following their comments and all discussions must be through the case officer in 
writing.  
  
I have gone back to drainage to set out their concerns in more detail, however I 
note that the FRA provided by GTA states that the drain is a watercourse. If GTA no 
longer believe that this to be the case can evidence be provided to support this and 
why the consultant has changed their conclusions on this.  
  
Kind Regards  
  
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc  
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477214 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.williams%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Cd5af4a249af44ac4146b08dd57e60d3e%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638763367771891723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q3AMTG3N%2Bh6YQL7ZnGH8648YmL9qsoBqlzUL96mdil8%3D&reserved=0


Working together for a better Mid Sussex  
  
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
  
From: Debbie Marriage <debbie@djmtp.co.uk> 
Sent: 27 February 2025 13:43
To: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: DM/25/0096 - Unit 19 Bolney Grange Business Park, Bolney 
  

Dear Katherine

Thank you for alerting me to this. I have just spent 20 minutes on the phone with John 
Pakenham, Flood Risk Engineer at GTA Civils. This comes down to a difference of opinion 
between the experts. John and his team are firmly of the opinion that this ditch is not an 
ordinary watercourse. It does not match up with the local drainage system. It is a dry 
ditch.  Obviously this outside of you and my area of expertise.  Can we please organise a 
meeting between the LLFA officer and our flood risk consultants, because this absolutely 
needs to be sorted out. 

I note that the LLFA don't explain why they conclude this is an ordinary watercourse. We 
need to understand their reasoning as a starting point of negotiations. 

kind regards

Debbie

On 27/02/2025 12:33, Katherine Williams wrote: 
Dear Debbie,  
  

mailto:debbie@djmtp.co.uk
mailto:Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk


Please see the attached comments from the Flood Risk and Drainage 
Team, who have objected to the application.  
  
Kind Regards  
  
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc  
Senior Planning Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
01444 477214 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

Working together for a better Mid Sussex  
  
  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary. 
  
The information contained in this email may be subject to public 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless 
the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the 
whole or part of this email to a third party making a request for 
information about the subject matter of this email. This email and 
any attachments may contain confidential information and is 
intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If 
you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is 
unauthorised. If you have received this email in error please 
notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 
458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from your 
system. The views expressed within this email and any 
attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid 
Sussex District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise 
the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we advise you to 
carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and 
any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be 
responsible for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered 
in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may 
result from reliance on the contents of this email and any 
attachments.  

The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.williams%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Cd5af4a249af44ac4146b08dd57e60d3e%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C638763367771910048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z8on6jmd3mrKDkq88kC9J8GYK3l9rSSmtPhgk4OOu%2Fw%3D&reserved=0


contained in this email is legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot 
guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. 
This email and any attachments may contain confidential information and is 
intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If you are not 
the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding 
of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this 
email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 
(0) 1444 458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from your 
system. The views expressed within this email and any attachments are not 
necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have 
taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but 
we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this 
email and any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be 
responsible for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in 
connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments.  



Dear Katherine, 


 


Many thanks for confirming on LLFA comments. Appreciated.


 


The Flood Risk and Drainage Team have reviewed our comments as per your recent request (Comments dated: 19th February 2025) and the objection and comments still stand. 


 


To support that the ditch being queried is in fact an Open Water Course, please see attached Mid Sussex District Council Inland Watercourse / Ordinary Watercourse mapping, which covers the application site and wider area. You can see on these references where the confirmed watercourses are defined. 


 


Should your applicant / agent wish, they can apply for pre panning support from the Lead local flood authority on Open Water Course consent. However, this may or may not be necessary. 


 


Ordinary watercourse land drainage consent - West Sussex County Council


 


We hope this supports and of course let us know should you have any further enquiry.


 


Best Wishes


 


Flood Risk and Drainage Team


Estate Services and Building Control 


Mid Sussex District Council


drainage@midsussex.gov.uk


 



 


From: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 28 February 2025 11:58
To: drainage <drainage@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: 2025.02.28 RE: DM/25/0096 - Unit 19 Bolney Grange Business Park, Bolney




 


Hi Emma, 


 


That’s great thank you.


 


The reference to LLFA is an error from the agent and they have not be consulted on the application. 


 


Many Thanks


 


Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc 


Senior Planning Officer


Development Management


Mid Sussex District Council


01444 477214


www.midsussex.gov.uk


[image: ]


Working together for a better Mid Sussex 


 


P  - SAVE A TREE Only print this email if absolutely necessary.
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