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Introduction

Austin Structures Limited have beenappointedto provide structuraladvice on thereinstatement
of the original upper tower at the residential property Stonehurst, Selsfield Road, Ardingly,
Haywards HeathRH17 6 TN. This report documents the findings of the structuralinspection and

outlines any structural requirements for conversion.

Austin Structures Limited visited the site on Wednesday 21**May 2025 to inspect the existing
structure ofthe building, notably the central 4 storeytowerinlight of the proposals toreinstate
the historic upper section.

Iltwas possibletoobserve the building from ground level externally and three sides of the tower
at second floor level from roof access. Internally the building was accessible however the
inspection did not benefit from the removal of any finishes.

Thisreportissolelybased onthevisitand limited desk studyinformation. Noopening upworks
or trial pits have been carried out.

Pleaserefertolan Adam-Smith Architect’s drawing package for more detailed information about
the site and existing and proposed buildings.
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Thesiteislocated 2.0kmnorthofthevillage of Ardinglyand approximately 8.5km southeastof

Crawley, West Sussex.

’ ) Bedrock geology 1:50,000 scale ’

Description: CUCKFIELD STONE BED -
SANDSTONE, CALCAREOUS
More Information

Figure 2 & 3-BGS mab bedrock geology

site. See Figures 1,4 & 5.

< Record20f2

Bedrock geology 1:50,000 scale

Thessiteis orientated north-south running parallel with
Selsfield Road. The main building highlighted red sitsin
an elevated position set back to the road, with the
lawned grounds falling steadily away to the east of the

TheBritish Geological Society’s geological mapsindicate
that the site sits on a bedrock of mudstone / sandstone.

Description: LOWER GRINSTEAD CLAY -

MUDSTONE

More Information
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Description of Existing Structure

Figure 4 -CurrentBuilding

- .

' Stonehurst, '(_'r_dlngiy, ] Sussex.

s '

=,
it

Figure 5-Original Building
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Thebuildingis oftraditional construction consisting ofhand cuttimberroofs andjoisted floors
supportedonloadbearingmasonrywalls, typically brickwork. Afull footprintbasementexists
below ground level, where the original construction was cutinto the topography of the site.

Thetowerstructureisapproximately4.3mx4.9monplan.Inspectionsintohighlevel cupboards
atroof level confirm that large timber joists span east-west and it is assumed that this is likely to
be the case at second and first floor. The ground floor soffit is visible from the basement,
confirming the ground floor is steel/iron beam and jack arch construction.

Thewalls ofthe towerare 330thk brickwork, whichthe surveyinformationindicates anincrease
in thickness below ground level whichis typical. Minor openings are presentin the walls at each
level and the southern wall at ground floor level is not present. It is not clear whether this is the
original construction or alateralteration. Referto Appendix Aforthe existing survey drawings
marked up with structural notes outlining the initial findings.

Externally the brickworkis coveredwith tile hanging above first floor level. Internally the walls
have been decorated.
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Observations & Discussion of Existing Structure

General Condition

Therearenosigns of structuralissues observed inthe tower. The brickwork observedinternally
athighlevel second floor below roof levelis in good condition as are the timber joists supporting
theroof. Thereis novisible structural cracking internally and the exposed brickwork at ground
floor level is in very good condition and of high quality workmanship from the original

construction.

Conclusion of Existing Structure

Thestructure of the buildingisingood condition fromthevisual inspection and would be capable
of re-supporting a modern replacement of the upper tower.

Aswouldbeexpectedofanybuilding subjecttoconversionorproposedalteration, the building
would be subject to a schedule of upgrading and alteration works.
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Appendix A
Existing Structural Layouts
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