
From:                                 Henry Brown <henry@theplanninglab.com>
Sent:                                  28 April 2026 09:24:16 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Katherine Williams" <katherine.williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: DM/26/0588 - Havelock Farm, Wakehurst Place, Selsfield Road, Ardingly

Hi Katherine

Thanks for sending this through. The DAS had a page on Venlo glasshouses. This includes photo precedents - ours 
will look, for all intents and purposes, identical:

We do have galvanised steel structure and aluminium gutters - but also plastic downpipes, cappings etc... which 
would be present in all of those photo precedents. The glasshouses are a highly standardised system, and we have 
not taken steps to downgrade these in terms of the quality of the materials/ finishes.

Page 55 of the approved DAS describes roofs of the solid buildings as follows:

"The roofs of auxiliary buildings will be a metal standing seam, similar to at the Millennium Seed Bank. The metal 
will have a colour (PVDF) finish rather than a natural one, which will help it longevity, but more importantly will 
enable the reflectivity to be reduced with a matt surface, and the colour will be darker so that it is more recessive in 
the landscape than a natural metal finish would be."

That PVDF finish is identical to what our roof panels will have. It's technically a plastic coating but similar to a "PPC" 
(polyester powder coating) type system that is very commonly used on exterior metalwork. The reason the roofs 
are not a bare metal panel like zinc is because of the potential for metals to leach into the rainwater that's being 
harvested. It's very important for RBGK that the rainwater which they will use to irrigate the collections is as 
natural/ clean as it can be.



Hopefully this helps but please let me know if there’s anything else we can send through.

Kind regards

Henry Brown | Associate
The Planning Lab
South Wing, Somerset House, Strand, London WC2R 1LA
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M.07950979046
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From: Katherine Williams <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Date: Wednesday, 22 April 2026 at 16:42
To: Henry Brown <henry@theplanninglab.com>
Subject: DM/26/0588 - Havelock Farm, Wakehurst Place, Selsfield Road, Ardingly

Hi Henry,
 
Please see the attached responses from the Conservation Officer, who requires further 
information and raises concerns regarding some of the proposed materials.
 
Kind Regards
 
Katherine Williams BSc (Hons) MSc
Senior Planning Officer
Mid Sussex District Council
01444 477214
www.midsussex.gov.uk

Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from 
disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third 
party making a request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any 
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attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by 
the named addressees. If you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, 
alteration or forwarding of this email and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received 
this email in error please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views expressed within 
this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or policies of Mid Sussex District 
Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we 
advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any attachments. 
Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of 
any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from 
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments.


