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Hello Caroline,

Please find attached the updated pool house drawings, which have been revised in response to 
both the Council's and Historic England's comments.

In response to the concerns regarding the visual impact of the proposed pool house, the design 
has been amended to better integrate the structure within its historic setting. The pool house 
has been repositioned further north so that the main body of the building is now incorporated 
into the reinstated garden wall arrangement, allowing it to read as part of the historic garden 
composition rather than as a standalone garden structure.

The revised design also introduces two circular, bastion-inspired garden stairs that descend to 
the loggia gallery space. Positioned on either side of the pool house, these elements help frame 
the building within the garden in a similar manner to how the existing bastion stairs frame the 
principal house. This approach was developed directly in response to Historic England's 
comments and strengthens the relationship between the proposed building and the historic 
landscape.

By incorporating the pool house into the reinstated garden wall, additional space has been 
created between the building and the swimming pool. This allows for a greater proportion of 
soft landscaping, reducing the extent of hard paving and providing increased opportunities for 
planting. As a result, the revised scheme will create a greener, more verdant garden setting that 
better reflects the character of the historic landscape.

In response to the comments regarding the planting design, we have removed the reference to 
the proposed mature tree planting from the drawings. Instead, we would like the application to 
be determined on the basis of the more indicative planting proposals at this stage. If you feel 
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that these aspects should be conditioned, we would welcome the opportunity to discuss the 
detail of any such condition.

We trust these revisions address the comments received from both the Council and Historic 
England. Should you require any further information or wish to discuss any aspect of the 
revised proposals, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Best,

Carl Angelo Dela Cruz 

Part 2 Architectural Assistant 
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25041E-P-001


Existing Location Plan


This drawing is the copyright of Stickland Wright Ltd. and may 
not be reproduced or used except by written permission. 
Figured dimensions to have precedence over scaling. Check all 
site dimensions prior to fabrication. Refer any discrepancies 
found to Stickland Wright.
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Proposed Location Plan
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Existing Block Plan
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Proposed Block Plan
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New opening in wall. Wall currently in disrepair. Refer 
to following applications for information on proposed 
wall repair: DM/25/2644 and 2645. 
This will be an additional opening within the repaired 
wall. Pillar stonework design to match existing.  Refer 
to drawing 25041E-P-102 for further details. 


Proposed plan area applied for under 
applications DM/25/2644 and 2645. 


Existing stone steps to be retained.
Stonework to be restores where 
necessary.  All stonework to be repaired 
using traditional techniques and to match 
existing stone. 


Reinstate stone steps set within the 
landscape. Steps to match existing steps. 
Stonework to match original stonework. 
Historical estate plan shows steps were 
originally in this location.  See map extract 
below. 
Refer to Andy Sturgeon Drawing 
863_S_00_005 for details. 


New pool house refer to drawing 
25041E-P-105, 25041E-P-120, 
25041E-P-122, 25041E-P-123 and 
25041E-P-130 for further details. 


Proposed pool and surrounding 
landscaping, refer to Andy Sturgeon 
Drawing 863_P_00_003 for details. 


Historical Estate Plan 1925 - Illustrates landscaping paths and entrance gate being 
reinstated 


Showing steps originally 
within the landscape. Proposal 
to reinstate these steps.  


Proposed steps to match in style and material. Existing steps to be 
restored. 


New gate A to match existing gates. Refer to drawing 
25041E-P-102 & 25041E-P-103 for details. 


New gates B.
Refer to drawing 25041E-P-103 for details. 


Existing opening to be 
reinstated 


Proposed landscaping and 
paths to reference historic 
landscaping that has been lost  


New Balustrade 


Key


Proposed Wall
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This drawing is the copyright of Stickland Wright Ltd. and may 
not be reproduced or used except by written permission. 
Figured dimensions to have precedence over scaling. Check all 
site dimensions prior to fabrication. Refer any discrepancies 
found to Stickland Wright.
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Proposed Plan Pool Bulilding
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This drawing is the copyright of Stickland Wright Ltd. and may 
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Proposed Elevation A
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Proposed Side Elevations 
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Proposed Elevation C
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Proposed Section A 


This drawing is the copyright of Stickland Wright Ltd. and may 
not be reproduced or used except by written permission. 
Figured dimensions to have precedence over scaling. Check all 
site dimensions prior to fabrication. Refer any discrepancies 
found to Stickland Wright.


23 Vine Street, Brighton BN1 4AG
e: studio@sticklandwright.co.uk
t: 01273 964051
Company registered in England No. 11222477  


architecture + interiors
www.sticklandwright.co.uk


Drawing Title


Drawn by
Stage
Scale
Client
Address


Checked by
cd
Planning 
1:50@A3
M Blencowe 
Wykehurst House 


ns


B


/ 17/03/2026 Issued for planning 


A 12/05/2026 Updated for information


B 10/06/2026 Updated for information 21m1:50 3


N


A


A


Key Plan
1:200 @A3


SEE DRAWING - 25041E-P-101 FOR DETAILS OF 
ARCHITECTURAL MOULDINGS 


STONEWORK DETAILS AND MATERIAL TO 
REFERENCE MAIN BUILDING 


Section A
1:50 @A3


New Balustrade 


Key


Proposed Wall


Kitchen WC Plant Room 





		25041E-P-130-B-Proposed Section A

		2/25041E-P-114

		2/25041E-P-106








This drawing is the copyright of Stickland Wright Ltd. and may 
not be reproduced or used except by written permission. 
Figured dimensions to have precedence over scaling. Check all 
site dimensions prior to fabrication. Refer any discrepancies 
found to Stickland Wright.


23 Vine Street, Brighton BN1 4AG
e: studio@sticklandwright.co.uk
t: 01273 964051
Company registered in England No. 11222477  


25041E-P-131


Proposed Section BB and CC


architecture + interiors
www.sticklandwright.co.uk


Drawing Title


Drawn by
Stage
Scale
Client
Address


Checked by
cd
Planning
1:100 @A2
M Blencowe 
Wykehurst House 


 


/


/ 17/06/2026 For planning


Key Plan
1:500 @A2


N


New Balustrade 


Key


Proposed Wall


1m1:100 2 3 4 5 6


Loose Gravel 


Sandstone Paving 


Limestone Setts 


Swiming Pool


Planting Proposed


Hedge Proposed


Mown Grass


13m2


C


C


B B


Section CC
1:100 @A2


Section BB
1:100 @A2


Paved seating area cobntained and
screened by planting


Pool Building to match the character
of main house and existing grounds


Proposed hedeges creating
appropriate formality and structure in


keeping with setting.


Views through to play lawn and
landscape beyond


swiming pool proposed to create
places to be used by the family


Planting to help nestle the proposed
pool area into, and creating


screening. all to create usable space
for the family.


Paved seating area nestled into
planting. positioned to take in views


of the wider landscape


Proposed childrens secret route to
play


Existing sloped bank to be planted


Proposed planting on existing
sloped bank


Proposed new steps to match
existing step style and materiality


Proposed hedges creating
appropriate formality and structure


in keeping with the setting


Proposed new steps to match
existing level.


Pool Building to match the
character of main house and


existing grounds


swiming pool proposed to create
places to be used by the family


Existing slope to be retained and
enhanced with planting


Existing steps to be retained


Lawned area picking up historical
precedent of main house Orginal balustrade to be retained


and / or restored as needed


Proposed opening in balustrade to
match existing historical


landscape.





		25041E-P-131-/-Proposed Section BB and CC

		2/25041E-P-110

		2/25041E-P-120

		2/25041E-P-121








25041E – P – Pool House  


 


Landscape Narrative 


 


Wykehurst place, constructed between 1872-1874, sits within a landscape characteristic of a 
substantial historic country residence. The proposals support the continued use of the 
property as a family home through the creation of coherent and functional garden that 
responds sensitively to the historic character, architecture and setting of the house.  


The design is informed by the established relationship between the house, its surroundings 
lawns, garden walls, and wider landscape setting. A lawned garden is proposed between the 
main house and the pool area, with a larger play lawn beyond. This arrangement retains the 
open character of the grounds while providing a structured and usable family garden, 
preserving visual continuity across the landscape and maintaining key views from the house.  


The swimming pool has been positioned on a central axis with the principal elevation, 
establishing a clear organising element within the garden. This alignment reinforces the 
formal composition of the setting while respecting the hierarchy of the wider landscape. The 
west garden was identified as the most appropriate location for the pool and associated 
facilities, allowing the principle southern outlooks from the house remain unaffected.  


The design of the pool house responds to its setting within the landscape of the listed 
building by being integrated into the reinstated garden balustrades, allowing it to sit 
comfortably within the landscape rather than appearing as an isolated structure. Its 
composition draws inspiration from historic garden architecture associated with nineteenth-
century Gothic Revival country houses, where ancillary structures were often incorporated 
into formal landscape features. 


A pair of circular bastion-style garden stairs now frame the pool house and provide access 
between the upper and lower gardens levels. These elements take cues from existing bastion 
structures found elsewhere within the grounds, creating a stronger visual relationship with 
the historic landscape. The stairs establish a formal architectural setting for the pool house 
while helping to integrate the building into the wider composition of the garden. Together, 
the pool house, garden walls and bastion stairs create a coherent ensemble that appears as a 
natural extension of the historic landscape rather than a standalone addition.  


Materials have been selected to complement the existing character of the estate. Natural 
stone paving is used in key areas, while gravel paths continue the established language of 
circulation throughout the grounds. In several locations, these routes follow alignment 







suggested by pathways shown on historic mapping, reinforcing a sense of continuity and 
connection with the site’s historic development.  


Planting provides seasonal interest, enclosure and visual layering throughout the garden. 
Formal hedging is used selectively to provide structure and define spaces, while softer 
planting helps integrate the pool area into its surroundings and soften built elements. The 
proposals work with the existing topography, minimizing landscape intervention and 
retaining the natural character of the site.  


Gates and fencing are introduced only where necessary to create safe and manageable family 
spaces. These elements are positioned discreetly, away from principal sightlines where 
possible, and are softened through planting and hedging. Their design is intentionally simple 
and understated, ensuring they sit comfortably within the wide landscape setting.  


Overall, the proposals seek to respect and reinforce the historic character of Wykehurst Place 
while adapting the landscape to support contemporary family life. By drawing upon the 
existing structure, materiality, and architectural language of the estate, the scheme introduces 
new elements in restrained and considered manner, ensuring the garden remains both 
functional and sympathetic to its historic setting.  


 





