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Hi Joe, 
 
I believe that this relates to condition discharge for application DM/21/3870. It seeks to 
discharge Cons 17,19 and 20, all of which require hard and soft landscaping details be 
submitted, as well as tree protection details. 
 
Some of these plans have previously been submitted and I attach my previous comments, 
above. The drawings submitted as part of the above application are dated 26/8/22. 
Unfortunately, many of my comments repeat some of those previously made . 
 
Policy DP37 favours native plants and, particularly within more domestic settings, I am willing to 
accept more ornamentals, in this case, the balance is too skewed towards ornamentals. There 
is a total of 39 Magnolias proposed, plus another 9 shown as specimen shrubs. In common with 
many non natives, they have limited bio diversity value. Apart from this, they have a limited 
lifespan and favour free draining soils, rather than cold, wet clay, which is the situation there. 
 
Malus is unsuitable as a landscaping plant due to being grafted, with all the associated issues, 
as are some of the grafted cherries, such as ‘ Amanogowa’. Could use be made of native 
Crataegus instead of some of these smaller specimens ?  Only 4 oaks are shown, despite this 
being the predominant species in the area.  
 
TPP is satisfactory, native hedge mix is satisfactory. 
 
Bearing in mind, the limited planting opportunities, would it be possible to replace some of the 
ornamental hedges with natives, hornbeam and beech are attractive and make a formal hedge 
? Beech retains its leaves, holly and yew are also possibilities and are far superior in 
biodiversity terms, to laurel. 
 
Irene 
 
Irene Fletcher 
Tree Officer 
Development Management 
Mid Sussex District Council 
(Mon – Thurs) 
www.midsussex.gov.uk 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJoseph.Swift%40midsussex.gov.uk%7Ca1880f237e9943f2531808de6e499970%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639069459554909896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QTPyFcxR%2FDGgea4ll7XpHvNeViCeA21CiCqhOuk9aZg%3D&reserved=0


Hi Louise,


 


These comments relate to the development of land bordering Isaacs Lane only.


 


All the relevant documents appear to have been submitted in sufficient detail to constitute a reserved matter, including technical details of planting pits.


 


In general, a reasonable and appropriate selection of trees has been made, however, a number of unsuitable trees have been included, in particular Acer pseudoplatanus which I would like to see replaced with British natives. Policy DP37 favours native planting and , whilst there are a number of non natives, there is a balance to be struck.


 


I think there is a place for some of these ornamentals, however, Gleditsia is not a good choice in general for the area, soil etc


 


I note that we have an avenue style area where Tilia tomentosa is used and, whilst not native, I consider these appropriate within their context.


 


I note that there has been some effort to incorporate resistant elms, Scots pines, hornbeams etc, as well as oaks. A number of protected oaks have been lost along Isaacs Lane and I would favour oaks to replace at least some of the sycamores.


 


There is an opportunity to use Acer campestre within the site. This is a predominant tree in the area and could be used in preference to a number of unsuitable trees.


 


I will comment on individual drawings as follows :


 


Drawing 1/6


Please replace Acer pseudoplatanus and other Acer sp with British natives, preferably with oaks or other natives used within the site.


I have concerns with the use of Pyrus ‘ Chanticleer ‘ partly because of the fruit smell nuisance but there is an opportunity for a better, native tree, although I would accept a crab apple. Otherwise, hawthorn or other suitable native.


Although Prunus sargentii is a fine tree, this is another opportunity to use a native, eg Prunus avium ( not ‘ plena’ ).


 


Drawing 2/6


Same concerns over Pyrus and sycamore, as above.


 


Drawing 3/6


Same concerns over Pyrus and sycamore, as above.


Please replace P. sargentii with P. avium


 


Drawing 4/6


Same concerns over Pyrus and sycamore, as above.


 


Drawings 5/6 and 6/6


Same concerns over Pyrus and sycamore, as above


 


Subject to these changes, I could support this application.


 


Irene


 


 


 


Irene Fletcher


Tree Officer


Development Management


Mid Sussex District Council


(Mon – Thurs)


www.midsussex.gov.uk
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