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Dear Mr. Bartlett,  
 
Proposed Planning Application for the exploration and appraisal comprising the flow testing 
and monitoring of the existing hydrocarbon lateral borehole along with site security fencing, 
the provision of an enclosed testing flare, and site restoration 
 
Lower Stumble Exploration Site, London Road, Balcombe RH17 6JH 
 
Request for an Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Opinion under the Town and 
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 
 
Angus Energy is preparing a Planning Application, to carry out hydrocarbon (oil and gas) 
exploration and appraisal at an existing hydrocarbon site south of Balcombe.  
 
In the Autumn of 2018 Angus carried out a 7 day well test on the Balcombe 2Z well, but due to 
leftover drilling fluids in the well sustained oil flows were not achieved.  
 
Angus intends to return to the well to carry out the originally proposed ‘pumping operation’. 
If the well shows oil following the removal of drilling fluids, then the next phase would be to 
prepare the site and carry out the extended well test (EWT). If not, then the operation would 
likely cease at this point. 
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Planning application WSCC/045/20 was appealed (Appeal 2021/0004) after the application was 
refused at committee in March 2021. The application was granted by the Planning Inspectorate 
in February 2023. The objective of the Proposed Development remains consistent with 
application WSCC/045/20 and Appeal 2021/0004. As a result of litigation taking over two years 
resulting in a dismissal at the High Court and Court of Appeal, the Applicant (Angus Energy) is 
reapplying for the same Proposed Development. This will allow time to complete the necessary 
design and preparation work before implementing the Proposed Development.  
 
 
SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
The site is located in a predominantly rural area and is bounded by the B2036 to the west, an 
area of forestry storage to the north, and the existing access track to the south and east. 
Beyond this, is the London to Brighton railway line. Surrounding the site is Lower Stumble 
Wood and Lower Beanham Wood, both of which have been designated as ancient woodland 
(see Site Location Plan). The site is located within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. 
 
The site is not within an area subject to ecological, heritage or other designations, and is not 
in an area identified as being at risk of flooding. It is not within a groundwater source protection 
zone. 
 
The site currently consists of a crushed stone pad which accommodates the Well 2Z borehole, 
a storage crate and a ground water monitoring borehole. To prevent unauthorised access to 
the pad, two-metre high security fencing currently surrounds the site on all sides. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Balcombe field is located within exploration licence PEDL244, approximately 8km south 
east of Crawley near the village of Balcombe. The conventional oil accumulation lies on the 
downthrown side of the Borde Hill Fault, with dip closure present both to the east and the west 
at Upper Jurassic Level. The field is positioned in a prime central location of the Weald Basin, 
where buried rock intervals are at their thickest, and oil source rocks at their most mature. 
 
The discovery well Balcombe-1 was first drilled in 1986 by Conoco, targeting the Great Oolite, 
Portland Sandstone and Kimmeridge limestones. Approximately 1863ft (569m) of Kimmeridge 
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Clay was encountered in the well, including thick micritic limestone layers. Balcombe-2 and its 
associated sidetrack Balacombe-2Z completed drilling in September 2013 to a vertical depth 
of 2,200 ft TVD (670.5m), and horizontally through the Kimmeridge upper limestone to a length 
of some 1,714 ft (522.4m). 
 
Following approval of planning application ref: WSCC/040/17/BA (10 January 2018), in 
September 2018 Angus carried out a 7 day well test on the Balcombe 2Z horizontal well in the 
Weald Basin, Southern UK. While on test, the well achieved a maximum metered flow rate of 
1599.6 bbls/day (254 m3/day) with a water cut averaging 6.63%, thus proving the presence of 
light moveable oil in the Kimmeridge upper limestone and the possibility to achieve 
commercial production rates. 
 
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
 
The proposed work on the Balcombe 2Z well will take place in a phased approach, and it is 
anticipated that the planning and regulatory approvals will be prepared to cover the various 
directions the operation could take depending on results at each phase. 
 
In the Autumn of 2018 Angus carried out a 7 day well test on the Balcombe 2Z well, but due to 
leftover drilling fluids in the well sustained oil flows were not achieved. In February 2019 Angus 
attempted to return to the well to simply pump out the remaining drilling fluids, before then 
leaving the well suspended in a state ready for an EWT. However, the County Council deemed 
that the existing planning permission which ran for 6 months from the beginning of the Autumn 
2018 test had expired due to notification to the council that the original work had ‘finished’. 
The operation was therefore cancelled. 
 
Angus now intends to return to the well to carry out the originally proposed ‘pumping 
operation’ to remove drilling fluids (phase 1). If the well shows oil following the removal of 
drilling fluids, then future phases will be operated. If not, then the operation would likely cease 
at this point and the wellbore plugged and site restored (phase 4).  
 
Phase 1 pumping operation is anticipated to take up to 1 month and will use a minimum 
amount of equipment. All equipment will be bunded. 
 
• Surge tanks;  
• Low pressure separator; 
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• Associated pipe work & manifold; 
• Oil & waste storage tanks; 
• LRP–Linear Rod Pump; and 
• Vapour Recovery Tank (as per EA Specifications). 
 
Phase 2 will upgrade the site with a pad wide impermeable membrane installed by a civil 
engineering contractor. It is anticipated that civil engineering equipment including bulldozers, 
excavators and associated supporting equipment will be used to complete the works, subject 
to weather conditions, in approximately 8 weeks. The working hours for this phase will be 
Monday to Friday 07:00hrs to 19:00hrs and Saturday 08:00hrs to 13:00hrs. 
 
Phase 3, assuming the success of phase 1, Angus would operate an EWT. The EWT would last 
approximately 12-14 months in duration. To support the EWT a number of contingency options 
are available which include using nitrogen to lift the well fluids, acid wash to clean the borehole 
or the use of a plug to isolate sections of the formation which are producing water rather than 
hydrocarbons. The operations will be 24/7. In terms of the equipment for the proposed 
operations, this will largely be the same set of equipment as approved under planning 
application ref: WSCC/040/17/BA.  
 
The final phase, phase 4 will plug and restore the site. This involves removing all of the surface 
plant and equipment from the site as well as plugging the wellbore to the prevailing HSE 
standards. The plugging of a well involves the use of a workover unit and cementing units to 
inject cement into the wellbore and provide a barrier preventing the unintended release of 
fluids. 
 
The total duration of operations is approximately 18 months. Allowing for pauses between 
phases as well as, in a success case, a future planning application for the production phase, a 
site duration of 3 years will be required.  
 
EIA SCREENING 
 
The Proposed Development, the subject of this Screening Opinion, is the same as that 
Approved by the 2023 permission (Appeal 2021/0004), over the existing borehole, and a flare 
to 13.7m in height (as previously approved) to enable flow testing to establish what 
hydrocarbon resource is present and whether it can be economically exploited.  
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Classification of the Proposed Development 
 
The Proposed Development does not comprise Schedule 1 development, as defined in the 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. 
 
The application site is located within a ‘sensitive area’, as defined in regulation 2(1) of the EIA 
Regulations, namely the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Accordingly, it is 
considered to fall within Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations. 
 
In addition, the development falls within Part 2(e) of Schedule 2 to the EIA Regulations as it 
relates to a surface industrial installation for the extraction of petroleum and natural gas. The 
site measures 0.73 hectares in area and so exceeds the 0.5-hectare threshold set out in column 
2 to Schedule 2. 
 
Due to the operations meeting Schedule 2 threshold of the EIA Regulations, the site is within a 
defined ‘sensitive area’ (High Weald AONB), and it exceeds the area set out in column 2 to 
Schedule 2, consideration must be given to the need for EIA. 
 
Guidance for determining whether a proposal is EIA development is provided in National 
Planning Practice Guidance: Environmental Impact Assessment (updated 13th May 2020) to aid 
local planning authorities to determine whether a project is likely to have significant 
environmental effects. This includes ‘Annex: indicative screening thresholds’ which states are 
“indicative only and are intended to help determine whether significant effects are likely”. 
 
For part 2(e) – surface installation for the extraction of oil/gas the indicative criteria and 
threshold are the “development of a site of 10 hectares or more or where production is expected 
to be more than 100,000 tonnes of petroleum per year.” Neither of these factors apply in this 
case, because the site is not in production. 
 
Table T-1 sets out a review of all the criteria and requirements addressing the Proposed 
Development. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need any further information at this stage to inform 
the Local Mineral Planning Authorities screening decision.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

Nick Mace 
Angus Energy 
 
 
  




