
From:                                 Nicholas Royle <Nicholas.Royle@midsussex.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  11 September 2026 13:03:18 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Katherine Williams" <Katherine.Williams@midsussex.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Sophie Fuller" <Sophie.Fuller@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Housing Comments - DM/26/1771 - Land Off Scamps Hill Scaynes Hill Road 
Lindfield

Dear Katherine,  
 
 
Following the submission of the above planning application, I currently am UNABLE TO 
SUPPORT the application for the following reasons:  
 
The applicant is proposing a development of 87 units, which gives rise to a minimum 
on-site affordable housing requirement of 30% in accordance with District Plan Policy 
DP31. This equates to 27 affordable housing units (based on a total of 26.1 units), since 
the resultant number of affordable housing units, if not a whole number, is rounded up 
to the next whole number as stated in the Affordable Housing SPD. It should be noted 
however that if the number of units changes and the resultant number of affordable 
housing units is not a whole number, it must again be rounded up to the next whole 
number as stated in the Affordable Housing SPD. The applicant is currently proposing 
26 affordable housing units, so an additional affordable housing unit would be required. 
We would request that it is provided as a 3B/5P House. 
 
The number of units provided as First Homes (7) is acceptable, however the mix is not. 
The applicant is currently proposing that all 7 units provided are done so as 1B/2P flats. 
The comments provided at outline (DM/24/0446) clearly stated that most of the First 
Homes will need to comprise 2 bed flats, Coach Houses/FOGS or Maisonettes with one 
or two 1B/2P Flats. I would be willing to increase this slightly, however providing all of 
the units as 1B/2P flats is not acceptable. We would request that mix of units being 
provided as First Homes is amended.  
 
Whilst the previous set of comments insisted on the provision of First Homes, and it is 
still our preference for these to be provided as First Homes, in the event that a 
Registered Provider will only take the rented units with Shared Ownership units, we can 
look at amending the tenure.  
 
The submitted plans show that all Affordable Housing units currently meet the 
occupancy and minimum floor area requirements. The number of units within the size 
mix is broadly correct, however the comments provided under application DM/24/0466 
state that all rented 2B/4P units are to be provided as houses. Currently the applicant is 
looking to provide these predominantly as flats with 10 of the 12 2B/4P units being flats. 
This is requested as feedback received from both Registered Providers and the 
Homemove team is that there is limited appetite from those on the housing register for 
2B/4P flats. We will need this amending on updated plans.  



 
A tenure blind approach is required with the affordable housing units distributed 
throughout the site and, in accordance with the Affordable Housing SPD, the location of 
the affordable housing units will need to meet our clustering requirement. This requires 
that no more that 10 affordable housing units are in one cluster with open market units 
in between. There is currently a cluster which has 16 units which does not meet this 
requirement. This was raised at the pre-app meeting and does need adhering to. 
 
When plans are resubmitted, the applicant will need to ensure that the rented flats are 
located in a separate block, accessed via a separate core/entrance or located on a 
separate floor(s) to the First Homes flats and any open market flats, with individual 
accesses provided for any ground floor rented flats. No more than 6 x 1 bed flats for 
social rent or affordable rent should be included in a block. 
 
It was stated in the housing comments provided under application DM/24/0446 that the 
wheelchair accessible dwelling will need to be checked to ensure that it meets all of the 
requirements contained in Part M4(3)(1)(a) and (b) and Part M4(3)(2)(b) of Schedule 1 
of the Building Regulations 2010 as amended, and to facilitate this, plans scaled to 1:50 
would need to be submitted. These plans need to show the various dimensions, floor 
areas and required furniture layouts for individual rooms and the measurements and 
floor area of the dwelling will be required. A plan showing the access from the 
wheelchair accessible parking space(s) to the wheelchair accessible dwelling will also 
be required. Please can these be submitted so that the compliance of the units can be 
checked by an OT.  
 
Once the above has been incorporated into the plans, I will be able to reevaluate my 
support for the application.  
 
Kind regards, 
Nick  
 
 
Nicholas Hewer Royle 
 
Principal Housing Enabling Officer 
Mid Sussex District Council 
Oaklands 
Oaklands Road 
Haywards Heath 
West Sussex 
RH16 1SS 
 
01444 477309 
07874 633903 
https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/housing-council-tax/ 
 
Every Affordable Home Matters 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.midsussex.gov.uk%2Fhousing-council-tax%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Williams%40midsussex.gov.uk%7C10a07312ead542c5afc908df0ffcab27%7C248de4f9d13548cca4c8babd7e9e8703%7C0%7C0%7C639247250016993804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0iniBMX7zE7MlNeOALD%2FcBZeybOxJs%2B0OLQ9orDbGcg%3D&reserved=0


 

 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex 
 
If you are requesting information under the Freedom of Information act, the Environmental 
Information Regulations or the Data Protection Act, please redirect your email to 
foi@midsussex.gov.uk. Any statutory timeframe for a response will not commence until the request 
is received by the alternative contact. 
 
The contents of this email and any attached information is confidential and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If you wish to share this information 
with a third party, consent should be obtained from Mid Sussex District Council before doing so. 
This information should only be used for the intended purpose and any views or opinions 
presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not represent those of Mid Sussex 
District Council. This information should only be kept on file for the specified period and 
disposed of in a reasonable manner after this period ends. 

mailto:foi@midsussex.gov.uk

